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PREFACE 


The  need  of  God's  people  is  a  firm  faith 
in  his  Word,  a  confidence  that  never  wavers 
(Heb.  x.  23),  and  which  results  in  unques- 
tioning obedience. 

The  Saviour's  words, %  "O  thou  of  little 
faith,  wherefore  didst  thou  doubt  ?"  (Matt. 
xiv.  31)  apply  as  truly  to  us  as  to  Peter,  and 
still  sounding  in  our  ears,  they  remind  us 
of  the  pain  we  give  our  Heavenly  Friend  in 
withholding  from  him,  in  any  degree,  the 
element  so  indispensable  to  our  earthly  friend- 
ships ;  yet  he  does  not  turn  away  in  disap- 
pointment and  anger,  but  utters  the  reproof 
in  yearning  tenderness  and  pitying  forbear- 
ance. 

May  it  not  be  our  privilege  to  be  classed 
with  the  centurion  whose  faith  was  to  our 
Saviour  the  cause  of  admiration  and  surprise 
(Matt.  viii.  10)  ;  or  with  the  Syrophenician 
woman,  whose  confidence,  when  tested  with 
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a  severity  seldom  applied  to  the  believer, 
won  for  her  the  commendation,  "O  woman, 
great  is  thy  faith  :  be  it  unto  thee  even  as 
thou  wilt"  ?     (Matt.  xv.  28.) 

Welcome  privilege  is  it  to  speak  or  to  hear 
any  words  that  carry  a  ray  of  light  into  the 
darkness,  or  that  influence  in  the  least  the 
children  of  the  King,  when  faint-hearted,  to 
take  steps  onward  in  the  pathway  of  faith.  * 

The  lessons  in  this  volume  have  been 
learned  only  after  months  and  years  of  dis- 
cipline in  the  school  of  Christ.  Many  of 
them,  having  been  gathered  from  the  pages 
of  a  journal,  letters  to  correspondents,  and 
papers  already  published  in  religious  peri- 
odicals, are  necessarily  somewhat  fragmen- 
tary. 

The  hope  that  the  faith  of  Christians  may 
be  established,  and  souls  led  to  Christ  by 
these  wayside  notes,  has  given  us  encour- 
agement to  send  them  forth,  with  the  prayer 
that  they  may  be  accompanied  by  the  bless- 
ing of  the  ff  faithful  God  who  keepeth  cove- 
nant" with  his  people. 

Newton,  Mass. 
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LESSONS  OF  TRUST. 


CHAPTER  I. 

TRUSTING   IN   THE   DARK. 

11  All  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love 
God."  —  Romans,  viii.  28. 

THIS  one  verse  is  to  us  a  complete  gospel 
of  peace,  if  we  look  on  God's  provi- 
dences from  Paul's  standpoint.  But  many  of 
our  Father's  family  have  not  gone  beyond 
poor,  disheartened  Jacob,  who  said,  "All 
these  things  are  against  vat."  (Gen.xlii.36.) 
Yet  we  who  read  the  results  see  how  all  was 
eminently  for  him,  and  worked  out  his 
greater  happiness,  even  in  this  life.  It  is 
natural  for  us  to  see  things  as  Jacob  did.    If 
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Jesus  had  not  taught  us  better,  we  should 
always  thus  misjudge.  And,  notwithstand- 
ing these  teachings,  how  continually  we 
hear  the  same  expressions  when  clouds  are 
round  our  pathway.  Men  of  business  say 
of  their  losses,  "It  was  a  bad  thing  for 
me."  Wives  and  mothers  say,  "  How  un- 
fortunate my  servant  left  just  now."  "  The 
children  are  sick  at  the  most  unfavorable 
season  of  the  year."  "  Company  has  come 
at  the  wrong  time."  We  are  very  apt  to 
think  most  any  affliction  would  be  easier 
for  us  to  bear  patiently  and  with  resignation 
than  the  trials  we  are  called  to  endure. 
Even  changes  of  weather  are  made  the 
occasion  of  complaint. 

Paul  had  gone  a  step  higher  in  his  ex- 
perience, and  "learned,  in  whatsoever  state 
he  was,  therewith  to  be  content."  We  may 
follow  him  into  the  sunny  region  of  faith, 
remembering  that  God's  idea  of  good  differs 
from  ours,   and  is   as  far  beyond  our  low 
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conceptions  as  the  parent's  is  above  that  of 
the  child.  The  child  turns  with  loathing 
from  its  medicine,  and  pushes  the  cup 
away ;  but  the  parent  knows  its  recovery 
depends  upon  taking  the  required  rem- 
edies. When  we  cannot  understand  God's 
"  good,"  let  us  trust  in  the  dark,  or  the  fur- 
nace fires  may  harden  instead  of  refine, 
scorch  instead  of  purify.  Love  makes  the 
*  good  "  appear.  Love  makes  "  afflictions 
work  out  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory."  Not  our  love  alone,  but 
the  love  of  the  Father. 

Many  years  ago,  David  and  Jeremiah 
learned  it  was  good  to  "rest  in  the  Lord, 
and  wait  patiently  for  him"  (Ps.  xxxvii.  7  ; 
Lam.  iii.  26),  and  this  is  still  Christian  ex- 
perience.    Our  God  never   disappoints  our 

trust. 

"  His  purposes  will  ripen  fast, 

Unfolding  every  hour  ; 

The  bud  may  have  a  bitter  taste, 

But  sweet  will  be  the  flower.*' 


12  LESSONS    OF    TRUST. 

We  may  call  the  "bud,"  giving  up  all  for 
Christ.  The  w  flower  "  is  having  more  than 
all  given  back ;  it  is  a  perpetually  bloom- 
ing flower. 

One  December  I  watched  the  old  year 
out.  I  could  not  sleep,  and  spent  it  in  ear- 
nest prayer.  The  first  day  of  January  I 
wrote,  "I  expect  an  answer  all  the  year." 
Though  I  knew  it  not,  it  was  to  be  the  most 
eventful  year  of  my  life.  I  was  to  stand  at 
cross-roads,  asking  my  Guide  with  intense 
earnestness,  w  Which,  oh !  which  shall  I 
take?"  I  thought  to  follow  one  would  be 
to  walk  under  a  cloud  through  life.  To  the 
end  of  the  path  it  seemed  shrouded  in  mid- 
night darkness  —  a  lonely,  dreary  way. 
Again  and  again  I  knelt  and  said  in  an 
agony,  "  I  will  do  whatever  thou  requirest, 
only  make  it  plain.  I  cannot  go  alone  in 
the  dark." 

He  led  me  through  that  very  path,  the 
dreary,  desolate  way.     It  seemed  a  super- 
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natural  power  that  carried  me  over  the 
rough  places  and  made  them  smooth. 
With  all  my  shrinking,  he  held  me  firm. 
With  all  my  love  for  others,  I  turned  from 
every  earthly  source  of  comfort  to  Jesus  alone. 
How  quickly  the  night  passed  away  !  A 
few  months  after  taking  the  cross  that 
seemed  so  heavy,  I  saw  that  whatever 
higher  designs  my  Father  had  in  this  lead- 
ing, it  was  to  increase  my  earthly  happiness. 
The  path  that  looked  forbidding  and  dark, 
opened  in  sudden,  bright  day.  If  I  had 
refused  to  enter  it,  I  should  have  regretted 
through  life  that  love  for  Jesus  would  not 
move  me  to  do  what  I  would  gladly  have 
done  for  myself  when  circumstances  made 
it  no  longer  a  cross.  I  did  not  know  it  was 
true  of  me,  when  I  read  in  the  cloudy  day  : 

"It  may  be  he  has,  waiting  for  the  coming  of  my  feet, 
Some  gift  of    such   rare    blessedness,   some    joy   so 

strangely  sweet, 
That  my  lips  shall  only  tremble  with  the  thanks  they 

cannot  speak." 
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This  question  of  duty  was  no  sooner  set- 
tled than  others  arose,  and  four  distinct  paths 
for  a  life-work  came  in  quick  succession 
before  me.  For  months  there  seemed  a 
possibility  I  might  leave  all  I  loved  on  earth 
to  work  for  the  Master.  I  would  humbly 
praise  him,  that  he  ever  kept  me  from 
saying,  "  I  cannot,"  or  from  choosing  in 
self-will.  My  flesh  shrank  as  from  the 
flames ;  but  in  the  depth  of  my  heart  I  said 
quietly,  trustfully,  "Just  as  thou  wait."  Can 
I  ever  sufficiently  praise  the  kind  Father 
who  has  led  me,  and  whose  power  has  kept 
me  from  the  least  rising  of  will,  and  trustful, 
amid  all  these  questionings  ?  I  say  in  my 
heart  with  Miss  Brainard  : 

"  I  know  not  what  shall  befall  me  ;  God  hangs  a  mist 

o'er  my  eyes, 
And  so  each  step  in  my  onward  path  he  makes  new 

scenes  to  rise, 
And  every  joy  he  sends  me  comes  as  a  strange  and 
•      sweet  surprise. 
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"  I   see  not  a  step  before  me  as  I  tread  on  another 

year, 
But  the  past  is  still  in  God's  keeping,  the  future  his 

mercy  shall  clear ; 
And  what  looks  dark  in  the  distance  may  brighten  as 

I  draw  near. 

"  For  perhaps  the  dreaded  future  has  less  bitter  than  I 

think ; 
The  Lord  may  sweeten  the  waters  before  I  stoop  to 

drink  ; 
Or  if  Marah  must  be  Marah  he  will  stand  beside  the 

brink. 

"  Oh,  restful,  blissful  ignorance.!     'Tis  blessed  not  to 

know  — 
It  keeps  me  so  still  in  those  arms  which  will  not  let 

me  go, 
And  hushes  my  soul  to  rest  in  the  bosom  that  loves 

me  so  ! 

"  So  I  go  on  not  knowing  ;  I  would  not  if  I  might ; 
I  would  rather  walk  in  the  dark  with  God  than  go  alone 

in  the  light ; 
I  would  rather  walk  with  him  by  faith  than  walk  alone 

by  sight. 
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"  My  heart  shrinks  back  from  trials  which  the  future 

may  disclose  ; 
Yet  I  never  had  a   sorrow  but  what  the  dear  Lord 

chose ; 
So  I  send  the  coming  tears  back  with  the  whispered 

word,  '  He  knows.'  " 


CHAPTER  II. 

TRUSTING   IN   TIMES   OF   SORROW. 

"  Take  Thou  my  cup,  and  it 
With  joy  or  sorrow  fill, 
As  best  to  thee  may  seem  ; 
Choose  thou  my  good  or  ill. 

"  Choose  thou  for  me  my  friends, 
My  sickness  or  my  health  ; 
Choose  thou  my  cares  for  me, 
My  poverty  or  wealth. 

"  Not  mine,  not  mine  the  choice ; 
In  all  things,  great  or  small, 
Be  thou  my  guide,  my  strength, 
My  wisdom,  and  my  all." 

THE  grass   was    green,  but  the   autumn 
leaves  were  falling  when  I  entered  the 
school  of  suffering.    The  term  seemed  long, 
2  17 
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for  the  frosts  and  snows  of  winter  came  and 
went  while  I  lay  upon  my  bed.  I  look  back 
to  those  days  of  intense  pain  and  weakness, 
and  they  seem  dim  and  dream-like ;  and 
mingled  with  memories  of  unutterable  bod- 
ily distress  are  recollections  of  loved  faces, 
and  tender  words,  and  the  choicest  fragrant 
flowers,  the  perfume  of  orange  blossoms, 
tea-roses,  and  heliotrope  floating  in  the  air. 
I  remember  the  ferns,  and  other  exquisite 
frost-work,  pencilled  each  cold  morning  on 
my  window,  and  the  sun  shining  upon  it, 
gemming  each  leaf  with  golden  flowers. 
Beauty  and  love  constantly  visited  my  sick- 
room and  taught  sweet  lessons  of  patience 
and  trust,  for  it  made  me  feel  that,  "Like 
as  a  father  pitieth  his  children,  so  the  Lord 
pitieth  them  that  fear  him."  "He  doth  not 
willingly  afflict  or  grieve  the  children  of 
men."  But  he  loves  them  too  well  to  let 
his  pity  keep  him  from  giving  just  the  bit- 
ter medicine  they  need. 
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I  lay  down  upon  my  bed,  to  remain  so  long 
upon  it,  the  night  of  the  Boston  fire.  Dur- 
ing my  illness,  some  one  read  to  me  the 
words  of  Gail  Hamilton,  where  she  speaks 
of  those  who  thanked  God  that  their  homes 
wrere  preserved  from  the  flames,  as  though 
they  thought  God  was  partial  to  them.  But 
the  Christian  heart  thanks  the  kind  Father 
alike  for  the  good  and  the  seeming  ill. 
While  grateful  that  the  flames  did  not  reach 
office  or  home,  I  could  also  praise  the  Father 
whose  hand  held  the  bitter  draught  of  agony 
to  my  lips  at  that  very  moment,  knowing 
that  ff  All  things  work  together  for  good." 

"  Trials  must  and  will  befall ; 
But,  with  humble  face,  to  see 
Love  inscribed  upon  them  all  — 
This  is  happiness  to  me." 

Wearisome  days  and  nights  were  ap- 
pointed unto  me,  but  there  was  joy  in  the 
thought  that  they  were  *'  appointed" 
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An  afflicted  friend  asked  me,  if  God  loved 
her  why  he  allowed  her  to  be  tried  and  per- 
secuted in  her  own  family  for  Christ's  sake? 
Why  no  relief  ?  I  was  a  little  surprised  at 
these  questions,  because  God  himself  had 
already  answered  them  in  his  letters  to  her : 
"  Beloved,  think  it  not  strange  concerning 
the  fiery  trial  which  is  to  try  you,  as  though 
some  strange  thing  happened  unto  you." 
w  If  ye  be  reproached  for  the  name  of 
Christ,  happy  are  ye."  w  Whom  the  Lord 
loveth  he  chasteneth,  and  scourgeth  every 
son  whom  he  receiveth." 

Though  unable  to  bring  the  ff  oil  of  glad- 
ness "  ourselves  to  the  sufferer,  we  com- 
mended her  to  one  whose  very  name  is 
"Comforter,"  and  told  her  of  Paul,  who 
never  questioned  his  Lord's  love,  though  in 
stripes  above  measure,  in  prisons  more  fre- 
quent, in  deaths  oft,  of  the  Jews  five  times 
received  forty  stripes  save  one,  thrice  was 
beaten  with   rods,  once   was  stoned,   thrice 
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suffered  shipwreck,  a  night  and  a  day  in 
the  deep,  in  perils  of  waters,  robbers,  his 
own  countrymen  and  the  heathen,  in  peril 
in  the  city,  and  the  wilderness,  and  the  sea, 
and  among  false  brethren.  And  that  must 
have  been  the  most  severe  trial,  to  have 
those  in  whose  piety  he  had  confidence 
prove  hypocritical,  or,  as  he  termed  it,  false 
brethren. 

n  He  was  in  weariness  and  painfulness, 
in  watchings  often,  in  hunger  and  thirst,  in 
fastings  often,  in  cold  and  nakedness." 
What  a  list  of  sufferings  !  Yet  he  writes 
to  the  Thessalonians  w  that  no  man  should 
be  moved  by  these  afflictions,"  (that  is, 
moved  away  from  God,  or  led  to  distrust 
him,)  "for  yourselves  know  that  we  are 
appointed  thereunto."  "Yea,  and  all  that 
will  live  godly  in  Christ  Jesus  shall  suffer 
persecution."  And  Jesus  himself  says  : 
w  Blessed  are  ye  when  men  shall  hate  you, 
and  when  they  shall  separate  you  from  their 
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company,  and  shall  reproach  you,  and  cast 
out  your  name  as  evil  for  the  Son  of  man's 
sake.  Great  is  your  reward  in  heaven." 
Then  let  us  "not  despise  the  chastening  of 
the  Lord,  neither  be  weary  of  his  correc- 
tion, nor  faint  when  we  are  rebuked  of 
him."  Sometimes  it  seems  difficult  not  to 
be  weary  of  correction,  for  rr  no  chastening 
for  the  present  seemeth  joyous,  but  grievous, 
nevertheless  afterward  it  yieldeth  the  peace- 
able fruits  of  righteousness  to  them  that  are 
exercised  thereby." 

Not  long  since  we  received  a  letter  asking 
how  we  understood  Paul's  words,  ist  Cor. 
xv.  19 :  "  If  in  this  life  only  we  have  hope 
in  Christ,  we  are  of  all  men  most  misera- 
ble." Glancing  hastily  at  the  text,  we  won- 
der at  the  strange  assertion,  and  ask,  ''Can 
it  be  possible  any  Christian,  and  especially 
one  with  Paul's  deep  experience,  would  for 
a  moment,  even  if  there  were  no  hereafter, 
exchange   his  joy  for  the  joy  of  the  world? 
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With  only  this  short  life  in  view,  would  he 
barter  the  Cf  peace  which  passeth  under- 
standing," "  peace  which  the  world  cannot 
give,"  —  the  calm,  quiet  rest,  the  clear 
conscience,  communion  with  the  Sa- 
viour,—  for  the  pleasures  of  earth  or  its 
worldly  honors,  and  with  them  a  heart  at 
enmity  with  God,  full  of  restless,  dissatisfied 
longings,  guilt  and  fears,  condemnation  and 
remorse? 

Did  you  ever  stand  by  the  death-bed  of 
some  loved  one,  knowing  in  a  little  while 
they  would  pass  beyond  your  reach?  How 
you  watched  every  breath ;  how  you  whis- 
pered every  term  of  endearment ;  how  you 
redoubled  your  efforts  to  add  every  comfort 
while  it  was  in  your  power!  So,  loving 
Jesus  as  we  do,  grateful  as  we  are  for  the 
blessings  daily  bestowed,  and  for  all  he  has 
suffered  for  us,  did  we  know  there  wras  no 
hereafter  in  which  to  show  our  love  and 
gratitude,  we  would  seize  every  moment  of 
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our  short  life  here,  and  rejoice  with  joy  un- 
speakable to  give  it  all  to  him,  with  never  a 
thought  or  care  for  earth's  honors,  wealth, 
or  fame.  Paul's  love  could  not  be  less  than 
this.  He  had  been  forgiven  much,  and 
must  therefore  have  loved  much.  He  had 
heard  the  voice  of  Jesus,  whom  he  perse- 
cuted, speaking  to  him  from  heaven,  and  he 
was  persuaded  that  'r  neither  death,  nor 
life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor 
powers,  nor  things  present,  nor  things  to 
come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other 
creature  should  be  able  to  separate  him  from 
the  love  of  God  which  was  in  Christ  Jesus." 
When  his  "flesh  had  no  rest,"  but  he  was 
"troubled  on  every  side,"  "without  were 
fightings,  within  were  fears,"  he  wrote  to 
the  Corinthians  :  "  I  am  filled  with  comfort ; 
I  am  exceeding  joyful  in  all  our  tribula- 
tion." But  as  he  saw  Rome,  with  its  mag- 
nificence and  luxury,  its  pomp  and  pride ; 
the  wealth,  honor,  and  ease  of  her  citizens ; 
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and  then  the  hunted,  persecuted,  despised 
followers  of  Jesus ;  and  remembered  his 
own  sufferings  —  beaten,  stoned,  hungry 
and  weary — a  poor  prisoner,  speaking 
boldly  for  Jesus  before  kings, —  is  it  any 
wonder,  when  contrasting  the  prosperity  of 
the  one  with  the  adversity  of  the  other,  he 
should  have  said,  "We  are  of  all  men  most 
miserable"?  Not  that  he  would  exchange 
one  of  his  joys  for  theirs,  for  he  knew  Rome 
was  joined  to  her  idols.  Severe  as  were 
the  afflictions,  Paul  could  say:  "Yet  we 
faint  not;  for  though  our  outward  man 
perish,  our  inward  man  is  renewed  day  by 
day."  God  intends  to  have  us  feel  it  wnen 
he  lays  his  rod  upon  us,  or  it  would  not  be 
discipline,  and  the  days  of  adversity  would 
benefit  us  no  more  than  the  days  of  pros- 
perity. He  may  give  us  very  bitter  med- 
icine, as  bitter  as  though  it  were  presented 
by  an  enemy ;  but  while  we  could  not  take 
it  willingly  from  an   enemy's  hand,  we  can 
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take  anything  from  our  Saviour,  because 
we  know  there  is  a  need-be  for  each  trial 
that  he  sends,  and  we  can  say  : 

"  His  way  was  much  rougher 
And  darker  than  mine. 
Did  Jesus  thus  suffer, 
And  shall  I  repine  ?  " 

Entire  consecration  does  not  imply  joy  or 
sorrow.  We  may  have  either.  It  is  simply 
a  state  of  perfect  submission  to  the  will  of 
another.  It  is  not  pleasant  to  be  sad,  and 
it  is  not  in  the  sorrow  we  find  joy,  but  in  the 
will  of  another ;  so  that  there  must  be  an 
under-current  of  peace,  satisfaction,  and 
joy,  however  circumstances  may  depress. 
There  must  ever  be  joy  in  the  thought  that 
God's  will  is  done.  He  may  lead  us  through 
the  furnace,  —  if  it  is  needful  for  our  high- 
est good  he  will  do  it,  — but  as  soon  as  it  is 
possible  he  will  wipe  away  our  tears ;  and 
through  every  trial  he  would  say  to  us,  "Be 
not  afraid  ;  only  believe." 
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As  the  heathen  woman  said  to  Miss  Fiske, 
so  would  Jesus  say  to  his  weary  ones  :  "  If 
you  love  me,  lean  hard."  We  are  to  lean 
heavily  on  none  but  Jesus,  that  when  our 
earthly  props  fall  we  need  not  fall  with 
them,  but  only  find  rest  in  them  so  far  as 
they  were  intended  for  our  support  and  com- 
fort. Jesus  first — Jesus  all  in  all.  Paul 
was  pained,  but  he  rejoiced,  knowing  all 
would  work  out  his  own  good  and  God's 
glory.  When  he  could  see  only  a  step  at  a 
time,  and  all  beyond  was  dark,  he  was 
*f  perplexed,  but  not  in  despair,"  for  he  had 
a  Leader,  and  his  faith  in  him  was  un- 
shaken. He  was  "cast  down,  but  not  de- 
stroyed," —  not  made  helpless  by  it,  but  was 
strong  in  Jesus.  "  Nay,"  he  says,  M  in  all 
these  things  we  are  more  than  conquerors 
through  him  that  loved  us." 

??  Blessed  be  God,  even  the  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father  of  mercies, 
and  the  God  of  all  comfort,  who  comforteth 
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us  in  all  our  tribulation,  that  we  may  be  able 
to  comfort  them  which  are  in  any  trouble,  by 
the  comfort  wherewith  we  ourselves  are 
comforted  of  God." 

When  we  pass  from  under  a  dark  cloud, 
and  then  meet  some  other  tried  believer,  we 
are  better  able  to  lead  and  comfort  them, 
and  when  we  and  they  reach  heaven,  both 
will  find  the  bliss  increased  many-fold  by 
contrast  with  earth's  sorrows.  Even  here, 
relief  from  bodily  pain  often  causes  joy 
enough  to  compensate  for  the  suffering.  I 
knew  of  the  loss  of  a  beautiful  and  costly 
ring,  given  to  the  wearer  by  her  dearest 
friend,  who,  after  searching  anxiously  sev- 
eral days,  found  it  and  replaced  it  upon  her 
finger.  It  had  assumed  a  new  and  far 
greater  value  than  when  he  first  placed  it 
there,  and  was  from  that  day  prized  as  never 
before.  She  said  it  was  worth  while  to  lose 
it   for   the  joy  of  finding.     I   cannot  doubt 
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that  all  our  trials  are  intended   in  the  end  to 
work  out  our  highest,  truest  happines 

"  Thy  way,  not  mine,  O  Lord, 
However  dark  it  be  ; 
Lead  me  by  thine  own  hand, 
Choose  thou  the  path  for  me. 

"  Smooth  let  it  be.  or  rough, 
It  will  be  still  the  best ; 
Winding  or  straight,  it  matters  not, 
It  leads  me  to  thy  rest. 

"  The  kingdom  that  I  seek 
Is  thine.     So  let  the  way 
That  leads  to  it  be  thine  : 
Else  I  must  surely  stray." 


CHAPTER  III. 
TRUSTING   FOR   WISDOM. 

"  Trust  in  the  Lord  with  all  thine  heart ;  and  lean 
not  unto  thine  own  undeistanding." —  Proverbs,  iii.  5. 

MANY  times  in  our  experience  difficult 
questions  arise,  which  we  cannot 
answer  without  wisdom  from  above.  We 
spend  hours,  it  may  be,  asking  for  direc- 
tion, when  it  would  be  better  to  stop  plead- 
ing, and  trust.  After  we  have  sought 
wisdom,  which  our  Father  has  promised  to 
the  seeker,  we  may  then  leave  our  petition, 
with  full  confidence  that  God  will  guide. 
Surely  we  may  cast  all  our  care  upon  him, 
for  he  kindly  invites  us  to  do  so,  with  the 
added  assurance  that  he  careth  for  us.  M  Be 
careful    for    nothing,"    forbids    anxiety   and 
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worrying,  and  calls  believers  in  Christ  to  rest 
on  him  their  weary  and  burdened  hearts. 

It  is  hard  to  stand  at  cross-roads  and 
wait,  and  while  waiting  we  question  our- 
selves and  our  motives  and  God's  meaning, 
while  he  simply  replies  to  it  all  :  w  Acknowl- 
edge me  in  all  thy  ways,  and  I  will  direct 
thy  paths." 

We  are  in  haste  to  know  and  to  do  his 
will,  and  in  our  haste  sometimes  make  sad 
mistakes.  The  Word  tells  us  that  "  it  is 
good  that  a  man  should  both  hope  and 
quietly  wait  for  the  salvation  of  the  Lord." 
rf  The  Lord  is  good  unto  them  that  wait  for 
him,  to  the  soul  that  seeketh  him."  "In 
returning  and  rest  shall  ye  be  saved ;  in 
quietness  and  in  confidence  shall  be  your 
strength." 

We  have  but  to  try  these  words  and  we 
shall  prove  them.  Perhaps  some  provi- 
dence may  open  the  path  straight  and  wide 
before    us,    or    some    passage    from    God's 
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Word  may  suddenly  come  to  us  with  a  new 
illumination,  throwing  a  clear  light  on  the 
very  question  we  have  been  asking.  We  gain 
faint  glintings  now  and  then  of  the  glorious 
things  in  God's  Word,  and  they  grow  and 
grow  and  grow  upon  us  !  It  is  very  sad  to 
be  blind  to  them  —  never  to  shake  this  tree 
of  life  and  catch  the  falling  fruit.  "All 
scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and 
is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for 
correction,  for  instruction  in  righteousness  : 
that  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfect, 
thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works." 
But  to  be  thus  profitable,  the  same  spirit 
that  inspired  the  writer  must  inspire  the 
reader.  It  will  then  be  sweeter  than  honey 
to  our  taste,  and  we  shall  indeed  feed  upon 
the  heavenly  manna.  If  we  listen  for  the 
voice  of  the  Lord  in  his  Word,  if  we  kneel 
in  prayer  before  reading  it,  and  look  up 
with  faith,  saying,  "Speak,  Lord,  for 
thy    servant    heareth,"    he    will     open    our 
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eyes  to  behold  wondrous  things  out  of  his 
law. 

Sabbath  after  Sabbath,  for  many  months, 
a  young  lady  visited  a  lowly  cottage,  trying 
to  lead  the  inmates  to  the  Saviour.  When 
called  to  another  field  of  labor  she  sought 
for  a  friend  to  fill  her  place,  and  urged  me 
to  visit  this  destitute  and  irreligious  family 
Sabbath  afternoons,  to  instruct  them  in  Bible 
truths. 

The  family  consisted  of  a  widow  and  four 
children.  It  was  impossible  to  keep  the  chil- 
dren in  Sabbath  school,  because  of  the  moth- 
er's indifference  in  regard  to  their  spiritual 
welfare.  She  toiled  diligently  to  supply  their 
temporal  wants,  and  had  no  other  care;  she 
shared,  however,  with  the  children,  the  ben- 
efit of  gospel  teaching  when  it  was  brought 
to  her  own  door. 

Duty  seemed  to  call  me  in  another  direc- 
tion, yet  the  spiritual  condition  of  this 
family  pressed  upon  my  heart.  They,  and 
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many  others  in  that  region,  would  not  at- 
tend church  or  school  for  want  of  suitable 
clothing,  and  when  their  wants  were  sup- 
plied they  would  only  appear  for  a  few 
Sabbaths,  and  when  sought  out  again  they 
would  offer  the  same  excuse  for  their  ab- 
sence. 

A  public  appeal  was  made  for  this  class, 
hoping  some  one  would  recognize  the  call 
as  from  above,  and  labor  in  these  wretched 
homes;  but  there  was  no  response,  and  I 
began  to  question  whether,  indeed,  the  call 
was  not  intended  for  me  !  I  remembered 
the  sweet  promise  in  James,  w  If  any  of  you 
lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God,  and  it 
shall  be  given  him  ;  only  let  him  ask  in  faith, 
nothing  wavering,"  and  for  days  the  Prom- 
iser  was  trusted  fully  for  direction.  Then 
doubts  began  to  come  into  my  heart  in  this 
form  :  f?  You  ought  not  to  leave  such  a  ques- 
tion in  this  unsettled  state.  God  has  given 
you  reason,  and  you  should  exercise  your 
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judgment  in  regard  to  it.  You  cannot  ex- 
pect a  voice  from  heaven  to  tell  you  which 
path  you  ought  to  take."  This  reasoning 
seemed  plausible,  and  I  yielded  to  the 
temptation,  and  was  M  like  a  wave  of  the  sea 
driven  with  the  wind  and  tossed,"  until 
reminded  by  God's  Word  that  in  such  a 
frame  as  that  I  was  "not  to  think  that  I 
should  receive  anything  of  the  Lord." 

As  soon  as  I  saw  this,  I  was  enabled  again 
to  exercise  the  w  unwavering "  trust,  and 
believe  God  would  guide  me  without  any 
interference  of  mine,  if  I  simply  waited  to 
be  led.  In  less  than  twenty-four  hours  duty 
was  made  plain,  so  that  I  had  not  a  doubt 
or  question  in  regard  to  what  God  required 
of  me.  It  was  at  a  morning  prayer-meet- 
ing. Our  pastor's  wife  asked  me  to  remain 
a  few  moments  at  the  close  of  the  meeting, 
and  when  we  were  alone  she  said  :  "  Yes- 
terday I  visited  a  very  poor  woman  "  (and 
she  mentioned  the  name  of  the  family  that 
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had  already  excited  my  interest) ,  "  and  as  I 
sat  in  her  room  I  asked  myself,  Is  there  no 
way  in  which  Jesus  can  be  preached  to 
these  poor  people?  and  I  thought,  not  un- 
less the  message  can  be  carried  to  their 
homes.  I  detained  you  to  ask  if  you  would 
undertake  this  work,  with  this  promise  in 
your  hand :  f  Cast  thy  bread  upon  the 
waters,  and  thou  shalt  find  it  after  many 
days'?" 

"My  dear  Mrs.  G.,"  I  exclaimed,  "this  is 
an  answer  to  prayer.  I  have  been  begging 
for  direction  in  regard  to  this  very  thing, 
and  only  last  night  left  it  with  God  to  show 
me  what  he  would  have  me  to  do.  The 
fact  that  different  minds  have  been  directed 
to  the  same  work,  neither  knowing  the 
other's  thoughts,  has  made  me  feel  sure  that 
this  work  is  from  the  Lord ;  and  the  sug- 
gestion coming  from  you,  removes  the  only 
objection  from  my  mind,  which  was,  that  it 
would  interfere  with  work  in  which  you  and 
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I  were  engaged  Sabbath  afternoons.  I 
needed  some  such  experience  as  this  to 
satisfy  me  that  I  had  the  divine  approval 
of  the  plan."  From  that  time,  till  called 
elsewhere,  through  the  cold  of  winter  and 
the  heat  of  summer,  Sabbath  after  Sabbath, 
I  sat  in  that  little  room,  with  the  family  gath- 
ered around  me,  and  often  the  poor  neigh- 
bors dropping  in  while  I  read  and  prayed 
and  sang  with  them,  and  taught  and  ques- 
tioned the  children.  Many  times  I  should 
have  been  discouraged  and  led  to  question 
whether  I  had  not  mistaken  the  path  of 
duty,  but  for  the  plain  leading  I  had  to  look 
back  upon. 

Often  I  was  sorely  tried :  the  door  was 
sometimes  barred,  or  the  inmates  off  during 
the  summer,  desecrating  God's  day  in  the 
fields  or  woods.  Once,  when  I  turned  sadly 
from  the  closed  door,  a  lad  came  to  me  and 
said :  "  Mother  says,  please  have  Sabbath 
school  at  our  house  to-day."     I  went  with 
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him,  and  passed  a  precious  hour.  A  few 
years  after  I  saw  that  mother  on  her  death- 
bed, and  had  reason  to  hope  that  the  seed 
sown  that  day  had  sprung  up  and  borne  a 
little  fruit.  Often  I  went  home,  and  to  my 
room,  and  wept  over  the  carelessness  of 
those  I  sought  to  win.  But  the  bitterness 
was  taken  from  my  sorrow  by  the  words : 
"He  that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing 
precious  seed,  shall  doubtless  come  again 
with  rejoicing,  bringing  his  sheaves  with 
him." 

I  felt  my  need  of  help  in  preparation  for 
the  lesson,  and  my  need  of  help  in  the 
class,  but  the  thought  was  ever  with  me, 
"You  may  have  all  the  help  you  need." 

One  Sabbath  there  was  a  reference  to 
Matthew  x.  n  :  "And  into  whatsoever  city 
or  town  ye  shall  enter,  inquire  who  in  it  is 
worthy ;  and  there  abide  till  ye  go  thence." 
In  preparing  the  lesson  I  did  not  see  why 
the  disciples  were  requested  to  remain   in 
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one  place.  The  inquiry  was  made  in  the 
question-book,  and  I  wanted  to  give  a  true 
answer  if  I  gave  one  at  all.  I  prayed  for 
enlightenment.  Still  I  saw  no  reason,  and 
found  none  in  the  commentaries  that  I  had 
access  to,  and  went  to  my  class  without  any 
idea  of  the  answer.  When  I  asked  the 
question  I  still  had  no  answer,  and  knew 
not  but  that  I  should  have  to  acknowledge 
my  ignorance  ;  but,  before  I  had  time  to 
speak,  the  thought  flashed  to  .my  mind,  If 
the  disciples  while  in  a  city  remained  in  one 
house,  the  needy  and  distressed  could  find 
them  without  difficulty,  for  strangers  in- 
quiring in  the  streets  would  be  told  instantly 
where  they  were  ;  but  if  they  went  from  one 
house  to  another,  the  answer  to  the  inquiry 
would  be,  "  They  were  at  such  a  place  yes- 
terday, but  I  don't  know  where  they  are 
to-day,"  and  a  sick  person  carried  there 
might  be  informed  they  were  now  at  the 
other  end  of  the   town.     How  inconvenient 
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this  would  be  for  the  invalids  !  I  believed 
this  was  a  sufficient  reason,  and  sent  to  my 
mind  in  answer  to  prayer. 

This  way  of  obtaining  wisdom  does  not 
make  study  unnecessary  or  useless.  I 
should  have  no  reason  to  expect  help  from 
the  Lord  unless  I  first  made  use  of  the 
means  that  he  had  placed  at  my  disposal 
for  gaining  wisdom.  "For  as  the  body 
without  the  spirit  is  dead,  so  faith  without 
works  is  dead  also."  "Without  me  ye  can 
do  nothing,"  said  the  Saviour,  (John  xv. 
5.)  "  Howbeit  when  he,  the  Spirit  of 
Truth,  is  come,  he  will  guide  you  into  all 
truth."     (John  xvi.  3.) 

An  account  is  given  in  "  Ragged  Homes, 
and  how  to  mend  them,"  of  a  lady  who 
promised  to  take  charge  of  a  Sunday-school 
class,  to  accommodate  a  friend  during  the 
absence  of  the  regular  teacher.  "  As  the 
time  drew  near  for  the  commencement  of 
her  work,  she  found  herself  so  completely 
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unnerved  by  her  anxious  fears  and  distrust 
of  herself,  that  she  was  obliged  to  send  a 
message  to  say  she  could  not  possibly  meet 
the  class.  She  has  since  learned  a  different 
kind  of  preparation,  and  if  placed  in  similar 
circumstances  again,  would  go,  as  all  must, 
to  the  Fountain  of  wisdom,  and  say  :  'I  am 
but  a  little  child ;  I  know  not  how  to  go  out 
or  come  in ;  give,  therefore,  thy  servant  an 
understanding  heart.'  It  is  not  necessary  to 
have  entire  confidence  in  ourselves  before 
beginning  an  important  work,  especially 
work  through  which  we  hope  to  influence 
others ;  but  the  mind,  conscious  of  innu- 
merable weaknesses  and  defects,  must  stay 
itself  somewhere.  It  cannot  carry  its  bur- 
den alone  without  fainting  under  the  load. 
Our  heavenly  Father  knows  this,  and  says 
to  us:  '  Do  not  try  to  carry  it ;  cast  thy 
burden  upon  me.  I  will  deliver  thee,  and 
thou  shalt  glorify  me.'  This  at  once  places 
both  ourselves  and  our  work  in  the   right 
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position  — ?  glorify  me,'  not  yourselves.  We 
do  not  think  of  the  tool  that  has  chis- 
elled out  the  beautiful  sculpture,  but  of  the 
hand  that  has  wielded  and  directed  that 
instrument." 

To  this  teacher,  of  whom  we  have  spoken, 
one  said :  "  I  see  how  it  is  that  you  are 
so  successful  —  you  have  so  much  tact; 
I  marvel  at  the  wonderful  manner  in  which 
you  meet  all  these  cases."  She  answered  : 
w  I  should  wonder  very  much  if  I  could  not 
meet  them.  I  never  go  there  without  asking 
direction  from  him  who  is  the  Giver  of  every 
good  and  perfect  gift ;  and  he  who  has  said, 
?  Ask  and  ye  shall  receive,'  simply  keeps  his 
-promise,  and  gives  me  the  wisdom  for  which 
I  ask.  Whatever  difficulties  arise,  I  remem- 
ber that  the  Lord  God  of  Elijah,  of  Solomon, 
and  of  David,  is  my  God,  and  as  willing  to 
make  me  wise  to  govern  the  Mothers'  So- 
ciety in  London  as  he  was  to  make  Solomon 
wise  to  govern  a  kingdom." 
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If  in  our  pride  of  heart  we  feel  no  need 
of  any  wisdom  besides  our  own,  our  folly 
will  be  apparent  at  least  to  the  eyes  of 
others,  however  our  own  may  be  blinded. 
But  if  we  are  sufficiently  humble  to  feel  our 
need  of  help,  and  to  seek  for  wisdom  with 
unwavering  faith,  the  promise  is  —  it  shall 
be  given.  God  will  bestow  a  discriminating 
judgment,  sound  common  sense,  —  and  the 
promise  is  ours,  "  Discretion  shall  preserve 
thee." 

"  I  cannot  see,  with  my  short  human  sight, 

Why  God  should  lead  this  way  or  that  for  me  ; 
I  only  know  he  saith,  '  Child,  follow  me  ! ' 
But  I  can  trust. 

"  I  know  not  why  my  path  should  be  at  times 

So  straightly  hedged,  so  strangely  barred  before ; 
I  only  know  God  could  keep  wide  the  door,  — 
But  I  can  trust. 

"  I  find  no  answer,  often,  when  beset 

With  questions  fierce  and  subtle  on  my  way, 
And  often  have  but  strength  to  faintly  pray ; 
But  I  can  trust. 
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"  I  often  wonder,  as  with  trembling  hand 

I  cast  the  seed  along  the  furrowed  ground, 
If  ripened  fruit  for  God  will  there  be  found  ; 
But  I  can  trust. 

"  I  cannot  know  why  suddenly  the  storm 

Should  rage  so  fiercely  round  me  in  its  wrath  ; 
But  this  I  know,  God  watches  all  my  path  ; 
And  I  can  trust." 


CHAPTER   IV. 
TRUSTING   FOR   GUIDANCE. 

"  /  will  instruct  thee,  and  teach  thee  in  the  way 
which  thou  shalt  go  j  I  will  guide  thee  with  mine  eye. 
Be  ye  not  as  the  horse  or  as  the  mute,  which  have  no 
understanding,  whose  mouth  must  be  held  in  with  bit 
and  bridle"  —  Psalms,  xxxii.  8,  9. 

TOW  do  you  know,"  said  a  Christian 
ii  friend,  "that  you  are  led?"  It  is 
difficult  to  put  into  words  an  answer  to  such 
a  question,  but  were  I  to  try  to  do  this,  I 
should  say,  "  I  know  that  he  leads  me, 
because  I  take  a  promise,  with  conditions 
that  I  know  I  am  fulfilling,  and  then  I  can- 
not doubt  that  the  Lord  will  perform  his 
part."  If  I  ask  for  wisdom  with  unwaver- 
ing faith,  I   have  the  promise,  K  it  shall  be 

45 
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given."  If  I  w  acknowledge"  him,  he  "will 
direct."  "  He  will  be  our  guide,  even  unto 
death." 

"But,"  questions  one,  "what  if  the  result 
is  far  different  from  what  you  anticipated ; 
what  if  your  project  proves  a  failure?"  I 
still  know  that  the  Lord's  word  never  failed. 
In  that  experience  there  were,  or  should 
have  been,  some  precious  lessons  learned. 
The  Lord  saw  there  was  a  reason  why  it 
was  better  for  me  to  go  that  way  and  to  fail, 
than  to  go  in  another  direction  and  succeed. 
If  I  am  sure  that  I  have  sought  for  guidance, 
asking  sincerely,  trusting  implicitly,  and 
using  my  judgment  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
then  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  results.  My 
decisions  will  undoubtedly  be  guided  by 
him  whose  word  is  pledged.  If  I  am  self- 
ish, wilful,  and  obstinate,  then  I  am  not  in 
a  position  to  hear  God's  voice.  I  shall  not 
see  in  his  eye  the  intimation  of  his  will ;  and 
only  the  "  bit  and  the  bridle  "  can  control 
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my  steps.  I  shall  be  of  the  number  who 
w  having  eyes  see  not,  and  ears  hear  not." 
w  Except  ye  be  converted,  and  become  as 
little  children,"  said  our  Saviour,  "ye  shall 
not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 
The  little  child  watches  the  parent's  eye, 
and  knows  the  look  of  approval  or  disap- 
proval, and  can  read  the  expression  of  the 
face  long  before  it  understands  the  spoken 
words. 

"  Do  you  always  ask  Jesus  what  he  would 
have  you  do,  and  do  you  feel  sure  that  he 
tells  you  every  day,  and  then  do  you  always 
do  it  gladly?"  inquired  one  of  my  young 
friends. 

"  With  pain  I  remember  times  when  the 
Divine  guidance  has  not  been  thus  earnestly 
sought;  when  there  have  been  opportuni- 
ties to  do  good,  but  so  many  objections 
presented  themselves,  that,  while  I  was  ques- 
tioning and  reasoning  about  my  duty,  the 
opportunity  passed  and  was  lost  forever.     I 
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stopped  at  Mrs.  Williams'  to  leave  a  tract 
one  morning,  and  she  said,  f  My  daughter 
Alice  is  quite  sick,  though  I  think  she  is 
gaining  a  little  now.' 

"She  did  not  invite  me  to  see  her,  and  so 
I  left  without  a  message  to  poor  Alice,  who 
was  going  to  leave  us  all  in  a  very  few  days. 
I  wanted  to  speak  to  her  of  Jesus,  but  re- 
solved to  call  again,  and  hoped  to  find  her 
better  able  to  see  me.  In  a  few  days  I  put 
up  some  fruit  for  the  sick  one,  and  selected 
a  tract  to  leave  with  her,  or  to  read  to  her, 
but  found  her  much  worse,  and  delayed  con- 
versing with  her,  hoping  in  a  day  or  two 
she  would  be  able  to  listen.  But  the  op- 
portunity of  directing  her  to  the  sinner's 
Friend  was  lost  forever.  That  night  Alice 
went  where  no  earthly  voice  could  reach 
her,  and  very  bitter  was  my  grief." 

"  But,"  said  my  friend,  w  you  meant  to  do 
all  that  Jesus  required,  and  you  did  not 
think  Alice  was  going  to  die." 
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*  I  know  it,  and  I  did  not  believe  that  my 
Saviour  condemned  me  as  he  would  if  I  had 
felt  it  my  duty  to  speak  to  her  at  that  time, 
and  had  refused  through  disinclination.  I 
think  it  was  my  duty  to  have  attempted  to 
speak  to  her  then,  but  the  tempter  whis- 
pered, 'This  is  not  the  proper  time.'  I 
never  thought  of  it  as  his  suggestion,  or 
inquired  whence  it  came.  He  mingles  a 
little  truth  with  his  deceptions  generally,  to 
give  a  plausible  color  to  his  temptations. 
You  know  when  he  tempted  the  Saviour  he 
quoted  from  Scripture  each  time,  saying, 
'It  is  written.'  So  he  said  to  me,  f  There  is 
a  suitable  time  to  speak  of  the  Saviour  to 
the  impenitent ; '  which  was  true ;  but  he 
added,  'This  is  a  very  unseasonable  time, 
and  will  do  more  harm  than  good ; '  which 
was  false.  My  sin  was  in  not  discerning 
his  voice.  I  learned  by  this  painful  expe- 
rience a  lesson  which  I  should  have  learned 
from  God's  Word :   '  Whatsoever  thy  hand 
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findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might,  for  there 
is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor  knowledge,  nor 
wisdom,  in  the  grave,  whither  thou  goest. 
For  man  also  knoweth  not  his  time.' " 

In  the  case  of  Philip  and  the  Ethiopian 
eunuch,  "The  Spirit  said  unto  Philip,  f  Go 
near  and  join  thyself  to  this  chariot.'  And 
Philip  ran  thither  to  him,  and  heard  him 
read  the  prophet  Esaias,  and  said,  f  Under- 
standest  thou  what  thou  readest?  '  "  (Acts 
viii.  29,  30.) 

Did  the  Spirit  at  that  time  speak  plainer 
to  Philip  than  it  does  to  Christians  in  these 
days?  Often  the  thought  comes,  do  this, 
or  do  that  :  may  it  not  come  as  directly 
from  the  same  Spirit? 

How  often,  alas,  these  suggestions  pass 
unheeded,  and  bring  dearth  and  spiritual 
darkness  to  the  soul  that  refuses  obedience  ! 

If  Philip  had  been  following  Christ  "  afar 
off,"  he  would  probably  have  thought, 
n  This    man's    rank   is  high ;    he  is  one  of 
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Candace's  noblemen,  and  doubtless  would 
receive  any  message  from  me  with  scorn," 
and  a  false  humility,  or  rather  pride,  would 
have  kept  him  silent.  Such  reasoning  not 
only  shows  a  want  of  true  humility,  but  is 
an  evidence  of  real  pride,  as  well  as  of 
great  lack  of  confidence  in  God.  Meek, 
trusting  lowliness  of  mind  wrould  manifest 
itself  by  hastening  forward,  even  though  it 
should  tremble  at  first,  saying,  "I  know 
thou  wilt  strengthen  me  ;  "  and  thus  gather- 
ing courage  and  resolution  each  step  of  the 
way,  would  not  offend  the  Master,  as  did 
Moses  when  he  said,  M  I  am  not  eloquent." 
"  His  anger  was  kindled  against  Moses," 
because  he  lacked  confidence  in  God. 
Moses  no  doubt  supposed  he  had  no  confi- 
dence in  himself;  but  when  he  said,  "I  am 
not  eloquent,  neither  heretofore,  nor  since 
thou  hast  spoken  unto  thy  servant"  the 
deep-rooted  unbelief  of  the  human  heart 
was  revealed. 
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If  we  would  search  our  hearts  thoroughly, 
we  should  often  find  that  feelings  we  had 
mistaken  for  humility  and  distrust  of  self 
were  in  reality  distrust  of  him  who  said, 
"  My  strength  is  made  perfect  in  weakness." 
Philip,  probably,  did  not  stop  to  question 
about  the  suggestion  until  the  chariot  passed 
him ;  it  might  have  been  some  distance  in 
advance  when  the  suggestion  came,  and  he 
ran  to  overtake  the  Ethiopian.  He  does 
not  think  the  distance  a  sufficient  excuse  to 
detain  him,  or  that  it  would  be  unmanly,  or 
not  dignified,  were  he  to  run  to  him. 

Perhaps  the  same  act  now  would  be 
thought  a  foolish  one.  We  might  judge  a 
person  to  be  insane  if  we  saw  him  running 
after  a  stranger  driving  by  in  his  carriage, 
though  eternal  life  might  be  the  result,  as  it 
was  to  the  eunuch. 

We  would  not  think  it  strange  to  see  one 
running  with  his  utmost  speed  to  overtake  a 
carriage,  if  we  knew  the  occupant  was  un- 
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consciously  driving  where  he  would  soon 
come  to  a  precipice  and  be  dashed  down 
ere  he  could  see  his  danger.  How  much 
more  should  we  care  for  the  soul,  which 
lives  or  dies  forever.  When  a  suggestion 
comes  to  us,  "Run; — speak  to  this  young 
man,"  we  want  time  to  consider  it,  until  per- 
haps the  opportunity  is  lost  forever.  We 
fear  to  approach  the  individual  lest  we  ap- 
pear too  abrupt;  or  the  words  in  our  minds, 
though  suggested  by  the  Spirit,  we  think  in 
our  pride  and  self-sufficiency,  need  some 
varnishing  over,  that  we  may  gain  a  little 
praise  for  the  message.  We  are  ashamed 
to  speak  such  simple  words ;  they  are  too 
commonplace.  But  God's  power  must  be 
seen  and  felt  in  the  use  of  simple  means. 
"  God  hath  chosen  the  foolish  things  of  the 
world  to  confound  the  wise,"  K  that  no  flesh 
should  glory  in  his  presence."  (i  Cor.  i. 
27-29.)  Philip  did  not  wait  for  words, 
nor    argue    that    the    message,    "Go   near 
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and  join  thyself  to  this  chariot,"  was  not 
the  Spirit's  suggestion,  because  he  had 
nothing  prepared  to  say,  but  hurried  on  to 
obey.  If  he  was  mistaken  as  to  its  being 
the  Spirit  that  called,  he  could  find  it  out 
after  reaching  the  chariot.  It  would  do  no 
harm  to  put  himself  in  the  way  where  he 
could  deliver  a  message  if  it  should  be  given 
to  him.  He  could  trust  for  the  message, 
and  lo  !  when  he  reaches  the  spot,  he  hears 
the  very  words  read  that  are  so  precious  to 
his  own  soul  —  the  fifty -third  of  Isaiah. 
Doubtless  he  came  determined  to  open  his 
mouth,  trusting  to  have  it  filled;  and  it  is 
done  according  to  the  promise.  He  is  led 
in  an  easy  and  natural  way  into  the  most 
delightful  conversation.  K  Understandest 
thou  what  thou  readest?"  was  his  query, 
and  he  found  one  anxious  to  be  taught.  His 
listener  is  converted  —  baptized  the  same 
day  —  and  they  are  now  together  in  the 
paradise  above. 
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We  may  trust  our  Lord,  both  for  direction 
in  duty  and  for  strength  to  perform  it ;  and 
if  we  thus  trust  him  he  will  certainly  direct 
and  strengthen  us.  He  not  only  permits  us 
the  inestimable  privilege  of  trusting  him, 
but  has  made  it  our  duty.  w  But  of  him  are 
ye  in  Christ  Jesus,  who  of  God  is  made 
unto  us  wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and 
sanctification,  and  redemption;  that,  accord- 
ing as  it  is  written,  he  that  glorieth,  let 
him  glory  in  the  Lord." 

There  are  persons  who  are  not  troubled 
with  diffidence  when  they  meet  a  stranger ; 
they  feel  no  delicacy  about  introducing 
themselves  and  inviting  you  to  the  saloon 
or  gaming-table.  They  do  not  plead  a 
nature  so  reserved  that  they  cannot  enter 
into  conversation  readily,  but,  taking  you 
by  the  arm,  they  lead  you  right  into  the 
haunts  of  sin.  They  have  no  lack  of 
courage  or  perseverance,  and  urge  you  into 
their  resorts  as  though  their  happiness  and 
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yours  depended  upon  it.  A  young  man 
cannot  come  from  the  country  to  the  city, 
and  wander  about  the  streets  evenings, 
unemployed,  without  meeting  temptation. 
But  the  young  Christian  on  his  way  to 
prayer-meeting,  noticing  a  face  he  has  not 
seen  before,  will  scarcely  think  to  ask  the 
stranger  for  his  company,  or,  if  he  thinks 
of  it,  will  hesitate  until  it  is  too  late,  or  stop 
to  question  if  it  is  proper  to  speak  without 
an  introduction.  Instances  are  known  of 
strangers  being  led  from  the  street  to  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  rooms, 
and  finding  Jesus.  Had  they  been  neg- 
lected then,  who  can  say  that  some  world- 
ling would  not  have  been  more  faithful  to 
the  master  he  served,  and  led  them  down  to 
ruin. 

Perhaps  the  Spirit  once  whispered  in  your 
ear  :  "  Go,  speak  to  that  young  man  !  "  Did 
you  refuse,  and  could  not,  for  a  while, 
shake  off  an  uneasy  feeling?     Did  you  look 
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back  and  say,  "  I  wish  I  had  spoken ;  it 
might  have  saved  a  soul.  Strange  it  should . 
trouble  me  so.  Ah,  me  !  it  is  my  morbid 
conscience?"  It  soon  ceased  to  trouble 
you,  and  has  been  long  forgotten,  perhaps. 
Oh,  that  it  may  not  be  recalled  by-and-by, 
with  anguish  and  despair,  as  one  of  the  lost 
opportunities  ! 

We  do  not  listen  intently  enough,  or  wre 
should  hear  the  Word  behind  us,  saving, 
"  This  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it,"  when  we 
turn  to  the  right  hand  and  when  we  turn  to 
the  left. 

Several  years  ago  I  attended  a  series  of 
meetings,  held  in  a  public  hall  by  Rev.  A. 
B.  Earle,  D.D.  I  was  deeply  anxious  for 
a  revival,  and  prayed  earnestly  that  at  least 
I  might  not  be  in  the  way,  or  do  anything 
to  hinder  the  work.  In  the  first  meeting, 
held  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Earle  asked  all 
Christians  who  wished  prayer  for  them- 
selves to  express  their  desire,   and   special 
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prayer  would  be  offered  for  them.  I  thought, 
No  one  needed  the  prayers  of  Christians 
more  than  I,  and  yet  will  it  do  for  me  to 
ask  for  this  in  public?  In  the  front  seat  sat 
my  father  and  grandfather,  both  elders  in 
the  Presbyterian  church.  I  said  in  my 
heart,  M I  fear  they  will  think  it  a  sin  for  a 
woman  to  speak  in  meeting."  Listening  to 
the  tempter  I  gave  a  side  look  to  see  if  there 
were  any  others  to  fear,  and  said,  as  I  saw 
my  sister  and  cousin,  "What  would  they 
think  to  hear  my  voice  in  the  hall?  "  Then 
I  turned  that  I  might  give  a  quick  glance 
back,  over  the  entire  congregation.  I  saw 
our  pastor's  wife,  and  I  thought,  "  She  will 
think  it  very  bold,  if  not  indeed  very  wrong 
in  me,  to  let  my  voice  be  heard."  Then 
came  the  quick  inward  response,  "  If  you 
cannot  humble  yourself  before  these  persons 
you  need  not  expect  a  blessing,"  and  in  an 
instant  the  words  burst  from  my  lips  :  w  Pray 
that  my  cold  heart  may  be  warmed." 
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It  was  the  first  request,  and  as  soon  as  I 
had  uttered  it  my  grandfather  rose,  and 
earnestly  and  solemnly  asked  an  interest  in 
the  prayers  that  were  to  be  offered ;  then 
father,  sister,  cousin,  and  pastor's  wife  each 
made  a  similar  request,  and  just  in  the 
order  in  which  I  noticed  them  first  and 
feared  them.  Howr  humbled  I  was  !  The 
cross,  that  I  fancied  in  the  presence  of  these 
friends  would  be  so  heavy,  had  dwindled  to 
nothing.  Each  had  borne  a  part.  Had  I 
been  silent  —  refused  to  follow  the  voice 
within  —  perhaps  none  of  these  would  have 
spoken ;  indeed  my  cousin  said :  "  I  spoke 
because  you  did,  for  surely  I  need  prayer  if 
you  do."  From  that  time  I  went  forward, 
following  every  indication  of  duty,  until  I 
was  led  to  entire  consecration  and  swreetest 
trust  and  peace.  Yet  I  had  not  learned  how 
the  tempter  misrepresents  the  truth  and 
tries  our  faith  ;  and  when  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
testify  to  the  grace  that  had  been  given  to 
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me,  though  I  would  not  hesitate  to  do  it, 
I  thought  the  young  man  who  sat  oppo- 
site me  —  an  educated  man  and  an  esteemed 
Christian,  but  a  severe  critic — would  listen 
with  scorn  to  a  woman's  voice  in  meeting. 
I  respected  him  and  cared  for  his  good 
opinion,  but  fully  expected  to  lose  it.  As 
though  he  knew  my  thought,  when  I  sat 
down  he  rose  and  said  :  w  Could  I  say,  as 
this  sister  has,  *  I  know  that  my  Redeemer 
liveth,'  I  would  glory  in  it,  and  rejoice  to 
tell  the  whole  world  of  God's  goodness  and 
mercy  to  me." 

Sometimes  the  tempter  told  me  I  had  done 
well  —  I  had  spoken  with  power  for  Jesus. 
Sometimes  he  said,  "  You  have  disgraced 
the  cause  and  mortified  your  friends."  This 
was  often  proved  false  by  some  one  coming 
to  me  and  saying,  "  Your  words  were  just 
what  I  needed,  and  were  greatly  blessed 
to  me."  The  other  temptation  my  dear 
father   taught   me    how  to   meet  by  saying, 
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■*  If  I    have    done  well,  I    thank  the  Lord 
for  it." 

In  the  social  meeting  the  Spirit  often 
knocks  at  the  door  of  some  heart,  saying, 
u  Give  this  message  for  me  ;  "  and  the  heart 
says,  "  No,  no ; "  while  others  wait,  or 
speak  with  nothing  to  say,  which  is  worse 
than  waiting.  While  the  Spirit  is  striving 
with  one,  it  may  be  stopped  by  that  rebel- 
lious heart,  and  a  chill  come  over  the  meet- 
ing, and  the  brethren  and  sisters  depart 
wondering  why  there  was  no  freedom,  and 
the  meeting  so  uninteresting.  When  there 
is  yielding  of  the  will,  the  Spirit  goes  from 
one  to  another,  and  Paul  describes  the 
meeting  in  these  words  :  "  When  ye  come 
together,  every  one  of  you  hath  a  psalm,  hath 
a  doctrine,  hath  a  tongue,  hath  a  revelation, 
hath  an  interpretation."  And  when  one 
sings  the  psalm,  another  gives  his  exhorta- 
tion, another  his  word  of  comfort,  of  praise, 
or  of  prayer,  taking  only  a  few  minutes  for 
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each,  there  is  fulfilled  Paul's  accompanying 
injunction  :  "  Let  all  things  be  done  to  edify- 
ing !  " 

People  sometimes  wonder  if  they  would 
be  able  to  endure  persecution,  and  die  for 
the  Saviour.  Rather  ask  about  present  self- 
denial.  If,  when  a  duty  is  suggested,  we 
stop  to  inquire,  "What  will  others  think?" 
instead  of  asking,  "  May  I  not  do  some 
good?"  and  lay  down  our  cross  instead  of 
taking  it  up,  we  would  not  probably  endure 
death  for  our  Master's  cause.  But  if  we 
have  grace  given  us  to  bear  the  little  crosses 
of  life,  we  may  have  confidence  that  he  who 
gives  strength  for  the  performance  of  our 
little  duties  will  also  give  grace  for  greater, 
when  he  calls  us  to  the  work,  for  he  himself 
has  assured  us  that,  "Ye  shall  not  be 
tempted  above  that  ye  are  able  to  bear." 

If  a  suggestion  were  inconsistent  with 
true  politeness,  it  would  be  a  sufficient  evi- 
dence that  it  did  not  come  from  the  Spirit. 


TRUSTING    FOR    GUIDANCE.  63 

The  Word  and  the  Spirit  always  agree. 
Any  suggestion  that  will  not  bear  this  test 
of  agreement  with  the  Word  of  God,  how- 
ever plausible  it  may  appear,  has  some 
other  source  than  that  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  is  usually  from  the  Tempter,  though  he 
seem  clothed  like  an  angel  of  light,  and 
may  quote  some  scripture,  but  in  a  per- 
verted way,  as  he  did  to  the  Saviour.  No 
book  contains  such  perfect  rules  for  eti- 
quette as  the  Bible.  K  Be  courteous.  Be 
kindly  affectioned.  In  honor  preferring  one 
another.  Let  each  esteem  others  better 
than  himself.  Be  not  forgetful  to  entertain 
strangers ;  and,  Whatsoever  ye  would  that 
men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to 
them." 

Then  we  need  have  no  fear  in  aban- 
doning ourselves  into  God's  hands  to  do 
his  will,  that  we  shall  be  rude,  or  obtru- 
sive, or  too  abrupt  in  the  presentation  of 
truth. 
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"  Shall  I,  then,  choose  my  way  ? 

Never,  oh,  no  ! 
I  —  creature  of  a  day  — 

What  can  I  know  ? 
What  dread  perplexity 
Then  would  encompass  me  ? 
Now  I  can  look  to  thee, 

Thou  orderest  so  ! 

"  This  lightens  every  cross, 
Cheers  every  ill ; 

Suffer  I  grief  or  loss, 
It  is  thy  will ! 

Who  can  make  no  mistake, 

Chooseth  the  way  I  take ; 

He  who  can  ne'er  forsake, 
Holds  my  hand  still ! 

"  To  thee,  the  only  wise, 

Whatever  be, 
I  will  lift  up  mine  eyes, 

Joyful  in  thee  ! 
This  be  my  portion  blest, 
On  my  Redeemer's  breast 
In  peaceful  trust  to  rest  — 

He  cares  for  me." 


CHAPTER  V. 

TRUSTING   IN   TIME   OF  TEMPTATION. 

"  The  Lord  knoweth  how  to  deliver  the  godly  out  of 
temptation" — 2  Peter,  ii.  9. 

I  WAS  called  to  the  parlor,  one  after- 
noon, to  see  a  young  lady  who  was  in 
my  class  a  few  Sabbaths,  a  year  or  two 
previous  to  this  visit ;  but  I  had  forgotten 
her,  and  it  was  several  minutes  before  1 
could  recollect  having  seen  her  face  be- 
fore. She  was  exceedingly  diffident,  even 
to  awkwardness,  and  at  this  time  seemed 
so  painfully  embarrassed,  I  felt  that  she 
would  not  have  ventured  to  come  if  she 
had  not  had  a  special  errand. 

I   tried   to  make    her   feel    at    ease,    en- 
deavored  to   encourage   confidence,    spoke 
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cheerfully  of  secular  affairs,  and  then  was 
silent,  waiting  for  her  to  speak,  if  she 
chose.  I  then  alluded  to  church  and 
Sunday-school,  and  again  was  silent,  hop- 
ing she  might  speak.  At  last  I  ventured 
to  ask  if  she  had  given  her  heart  to  Jesus. 
A  faint,  just  perceptible  movement  of  the 
head  answered  negatively.  I  said  a  few 
words,  and  the  thought  seemed  to  flit  be- 
fore my  mind,  "  Perhaps  you  ought  to  pray 
with  her."  The  ever-ready  voice  of  the 
tempter  came  equally  indistinct,  "  What 
will  persons  think  of  these  things,  if  one 
cannot  make  a  social  call  without  having 
it  turned  into  a  prayer-meeting?"  Had  I 
been  distinctly  conscious  of  these  thoughts 
at  the  time,  I  surely  would  not  have  lis- 
tened to  them  as  a  reason  for  not  proposing 
prayer ;  but  the  thoughts  were  like  buzzing 
flies,  that  do  not  always  come  near  enough 
to  make  us  really  conscious  of  their  pres- 
ence.    I  was   perfectly  awake  to  a  strong 
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desire  that  the  Spirit  should  lead  me.  I 
was  thoroughly  conscious  that  the  prayer 
was  going  up  from  my  heart  almost  con- 
stantly :  Permit  me  not  to  leave  anything 
undone  which  thou  wouldst  have  me  to  do. 
Suddenly  she  arose,  without  lifting  her 
eyes  from  the  floor,  where  they  seemed 
fixed  from  the  time  she  entered  the  room, 
and  summoning  all  the  resolution  she  pos- 
sessed, advanced  a  step  or  two  toward  me, 
and,  with  a  great  effort,  whispered,  "  I 
want  you  to  -pray  with  me." 

I  'then  realized  what  had  before  passed 
through  my  mind,  and  it  impressed  this 
lesson  upon  me  :  that  daily,  unconsciously, 
it  is  possible  to  neglect  opportunities  for 
usefulness  that  lie  right  in  our  pathway. 

I  felt  there  was  no  help  or  hope,  except 
as  we  placed  our  hands  in  our  heavenly 
Father's  hand,  to  be  led  continually  by 
him.  He  will  open  our  eyes  just  when  we 
are   in    most    danger   of    not    seeing ;    but 
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looking  elsewhere  —  trusting  in  our  own 
weak  judgment — blinded  by  self — we  con- 
tinually overlook  opportunities,  and  miss  a 
thousand  chances  of  helping  lost  souls  to 
find  the  way  to  Jesus. 

The  young  lady  of  whom  I  have  written, 
Emily  J.,  was  from  the  time  of  this  visit  a 
constant  correspondent,  and  soon  wrote : 
"  My  dear  friend,  since  the  day  I  was  in 
your  class  I  have  had  no  peace  till  now. 
I  have  found  it  as  you  told  me  I  would,  in 
believing  in  Jesus."  Some  touching  ap- 
peals for  advice  and  instruction  have  been 
received  from  the  members  of  that  Bible 
class.  They  came  anxious  and  perplexed, 
with  questions  to  which  it  was  a  joy  to  me 
to  reply,  for  I  was  sure  God  had  pre- 
viously taught  me  the  answers,  and  led  me 
in  the  same  path  he  was  leading  them. 
Not  that  I  gave  my  experience  as  a  guide, 
but  I  could  point  them  to  God's  Word, 
where    he    had    shown    me    the    answers 
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already  written  by  himself  to  their  question 
and  mine. 

None  came  oftener  than  Emily,  despond- 
ent and  doubting ;  but  encouraged  and 
strengthened  by  God's  Word,  she  was  led 
to  cling  with  a  firmer  grasp  to  the  truth,  and 
at  last  to  trust  wholly  in  the  Saviour.  At 
one  time  she  wrote,  w  God  has  forsaken  me  ;  " 
to  which  I  replied  :  M  God  has  not  forsaken 
you.  It  is  the  whisper  of  unbelief.  You 
are  afflicted  with  a  nervous  difficulty, 
which  change  of  air  or  scene  might  cure, 
making  you  happy,  and  able  to  see  clearly. 
You  are  morbid.  You  know  the  mind  is 
wonderfully  affected  by  the  body.  Dis- 
eases, especially  those  that  in  any  degree 
affect  the  spine,  cause  mental  depression, 
and  sometimes  a  fretful,  uneasy  state, 
almost  beyond  control.  Then  Satan  is 
almost  sure  to  harass  the  sufferer,  taking 
advantage  of  his  weakness,  and  sometimes 
causing  his  faith  to  waver.     Your  sensitive- 
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ness,  your  extreme  diffidence,  must  make 
a  cross  of  almost  any  labor  outside  of  the 
home  circle. 

"  The  enemy  of  your  soul  knows  your 
weak  point,  and  troubles  you  with  sug- 
gestions that  you  think  are  from  the  Spirit. 
You  have  no  strength  to  follow  them, 
because  God  does  not  give  strength  to 
perform  what  he  does  not  require.  You 
think,  then,  you  have  grieved  the  Spirit, 
and  are  as  wretched  as  though  you  had 
really  neglected  duty.  If  Satan  can  keep 
you  in  this  state,  —  telling  you  what  a  mis- 
erable Christian  you  are,  or  that  you 
are  not  a  Christian, — he  accomplishes  his 
purpose,  destroys  your  usefulness,  and 
keeps  you  so  harassed  about  yourself  that 
you  can  have  no  confidence  to  do  for 
others ;  and  he  is    then    perfectly  satisfied. 

K  You  fear  that  you  have  committed  the 
unpardonable  sin,  and  say,  f  God  has  said 
his    Spirit    shall    not    always    strive    with 
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man ; '  but  you  are  not  to  limit  him  your- 
self. He  said  these  words  in  regard  to 
length  of  life.  The  whole  verse  you  will 
find  in  Genesis :  '  My  Spirit  shall  not 
always  strive  with  man,  yet  his  days  shall 
be  an  hundred  and  twenty  years.'  He 
did  not  say  he  would  not  strive  through 
all  those  years.  No,  you  have  not  com- 
mitted the  unpardonable  sin.  I  speak  this 
confidently,  because  a  sinner  in  that  state 
does  not  mourn  thus  over  sins  committed 
and  duties  neglected.  A  forsaken  sinner 
is  not  troubled.  That  is  implied  in  his 
being  God-forsaken ;  and  Satan  will  not 
trouble  him,  for  he  is.  too  well  satisfied 
with  the  sinner's  condition  to  alarm  him. 
Dr.  Earle's  definition  of  the  unpardonable 
sin  —  the  final  grieving  away  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  —  is  a  continued  rejection  of  Jesus. 
fIt  is  to  say,  "No,  no,  no,"  to  the  offers 
of  mercy,  until  you  are  a  sinner  let  alone, 
or  given   up,   by  the  Holy   Spirit.     When 
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thus  left,  conscience  no  longer  exercises 
its  functions,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  no  longer 
applies  the  truth.  When  this  state  is 
reached,  the  soul  is  usually  calm  and 
quiet.  The  individual  can  then  sleep  well, 
and  go  on  with  his  business,  without  much 
trouble  about  his  soul's  salvation.  The 
conscience  is  then  measurably  at  ease,  the 
spirits  light  and  gay.'  Do  not  study  too 
hard.  Take  all  the  fresh  air  you  can, 
and  think  as  little  about  yourself  as  pos- 
sible. Pray  more  for  others  and  less  for 
yourself.  Be  thankful  for  your  mercies, 
and  do  not  dwell  on  your  afflictions. 
Raise  your  heart  in  thanksgiving,  if  a 
ray  of  sunshine  crosses  your  path,  or  a 
bird  sings  in  the  air." 

Emily  spoke  of  trials  and  the  escape 
of  impatient  words,  —  and  yet  of  victories 
gained  in  the  past,  —  and  asked,*  "Shall 
I  confess  my  impatience,  when  I  know  the 
confession  will  be  met  with  scorn  ? " 
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"For  former  grace,"  I  could  but  say, 
"thank  God  and  take  courage.  ?  The 
spirit  is  willing,  but  the  flesh  is  weak '  — 
all  the  weaker  from  extreme  nervousness 
and  the  continual  strain  upon  those  nerves. 
God  pities  you.  I  believe  he  will  not 
utterly  condemn.  If  you  have  given  way 
to  your  tried  feelings,  and  any  impenitent 
person  has  heard  you  speak  in  anger  or 
impatience,  I  believe  it  is  your  duty  to 
acknowledge  it,  however  hard  it  may  be. 
Can  you  not  say,  ?  I  have  not  done  as 
my  Saviour  would  approve.  I  love  Jesus, 
who  has  died  for  me ;  and  I  have  grieved 
and  suffered  much  for  doing  wrhat  I  know 
grieves  him'?  I  think  it  would  be  right, 
even  if  the  confession  wrere  sneered  at  here  ; 
it  would  not  be  sneered  at  in  heaven, 
or  your  motives  misunderstood  or  mis- 
judged. If  you  confess  it  to  Jesus,  f  he  is 
faithful  and  just  to  forgive  your  sins,  and  to 
cleanse  you  from   all  unrighteousness.'     If 
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anger  was  felt  in  your  heart,  but  was  not 
visible  to  others,  it  had  better  be  confessed 
to  Jesus  only.  You  say,  if  I  could  see  you 
as  you  see  yourself,  or  as  God  sees  you, 
I  would  feel  you  deserved  God's  wrath 
eternally.  I  do  not  doubt  it  in  the  least. 
I  should  have  little  reason  to  hope  that  you 
were  a  Christian  if  you  did  not  feel  that 
free,  undeserved  mercy  alone  could  save 
you.  Your  faith  must  not  waver  in  the 
infinite  mercy  and  love  of  the  dear  Saviour. 
If  your  heart  aches  at  the  thought  of  dis- 
honoring Christ,  you  may  be  sure  there  is 
love  there,  even  though  you  fear  you  have 
at  times  forgotten  him." 

When  Emily  wrote  again  she  said :  "  I 
believe,  dear  friend,  you  were  right  when 
you  said,  some  weeks  since,  it  was  Satan, 
and  not  the  Spirit,  that  was  whispering 
so  busily  to  my  heart.  It  always  comes 
in  this  way :  After  enjoying  a  peculiarly 
precious     season,     and    being     filled    with 
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happy  trust  and  sweetest  peace,  something 
says,  c  do  this,'  or  f  do  that.'  I  cry  for 
strength,  but  am  overcome  with  weakness. 
I  am  not  sure  it  is  my  heavenly  Father's 
voice,  and  my  petition  is,  Make  my  duty 
plain,  and  give  me  strength  to  perform  it, 
and  /  will  do  it.  Still  all  remains  dark, 
and  if  I  refuse  obedience,  I  lose  my  trust, 
and,  consequently,  my  peace.  At  another 
time  a  cross  is  presented,  seeming  just  as 
heavy,  but  I  have  a  degree  of  certainty 
that  it  is  duty,  and  this  removes  the  weight 
of  the  cross.  The  more  light  I  have  and 
the  more  I  can  trust,  the  easier  do  I  find 
the  work.  Why  am  I  at  times  so  help- 
less?" 

"Ah,  Emily,  Satan  sometimes  makes  sad 
havoc  with  these  tender  consciences  !  He 
knows  this  is  his  most  successful  way  of 
troubling  you.  In  every  other  case  you 
can  fly  with  resigned,  happy  trust  to  Jesus, 
while,  if  made   to  feel   you   have  neglected 
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duty,  you  are  indeed  wretched.  You  are 
so  helpless,  either  because  you  ask  without 
faith  for  assistance,  or  are  unwilling  to 
obey,  or  because  God  does  not  require 
these  strange  acts  that  are  sometimes  sug- 
gested as  duties. 

"I  have  been  very  jealous  for  the  influ- 
ence of  a  certain  afternoon  meeting.  The 
testimonies  given  there  are  reaching  many 
hearts,  and  leading  Christians  to  come  up 
higher,  and  thus  making  these  Christians 
a  power  among  the  impenitent.  Satan  can- 
not make  the  trusting  ones,  who  are  kept 
by  the  power  of  God,  commit  known  trans- 
gression ;  that  is,  he  cannot  make  them  do 
what  they  know  to  be  wrong.  He  may 
come  with  his  inducements,  but  they  do 
not  succeed,  for  Satan  finds  there  no  sym- 
pathy with  the  evil.  He  is  aware  that 
through  this  meeting  a  heavenly  influence 
is  reaching  far  and  wide.  He  must  make 
an  effort  to  keep  Christians  away.    He  must 
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make  them  afraid  of  the  meeting.  He  will 
make  them  think  some  new  or  evil  doctrine 
is  heard  that  has  no  authority  from  the 
Bible.  He  will  come  as  an  angel  of  light 
and  ask  an  earnest  Christian  wrorker  to  do 
some  strange  thing  for  Jesus.  The  con- 
scientious disciple  shrinks.  l  Ah  !  '  says  the 
tempter,  ?it  is  your  duty,  you  must  not 
shrink  ! '  To  some,  a  suggestion  seems  the 
more  plausible  if  it  is  a  very  heavy  cross. 
They  forget  that  Jesus  has  said,  r  My  yoke 
is  easy,  and  my  burden  is  light ; '  penance 
is  not  a  virtue,  and  ?  the  blood  that  makes 
martyrs  white  is  not  their  own.'  The  dis- 
ciple argues  with  the  tempter,  ?  This  is  a 
very  strange  requirement;'  but  he  answers, 
f  No  more  so  than  the  blowing  of  trumpets 
and  the  breaking  of  pitchers  at  wrhich  the 
walls  of  Jericho  fell  down.'  And  so  the 
tried  one  yields  obedience  and  rejoices  in 
it,  thinking  he  has  done  God's  will.  But 
to  those  who,  perhaps,  know  far  less  of  the 
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leadings  of  the  Spirit,  the  act  comes  with 
a  chilling  influence.  They  are  alarmed, 
and  stay  away,  and  report  these  things, 
which  are  repeated  and  exaggerated,  and 
we  fear  Satan  has  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
the  influence,  for  a  time,  less  wide-spread 
and  deep. 

"  We  should  be  willing  to  do  strange 
things  for  Jesus,  but  we  should  be  sure 
whose  voice  we  follow.  But  you  say, 
'How  can  I  know  I  am  willing  to  do  these 
things  unless  I  do  them  ?  '  Better  not  know 
than  do  anything  about  which  there  is  the 
least  possibility  of  evil  result.  If  you  have 
the  positive  assurance  of  your  judgment 
and  reason  that  an  act  cannot  do  any  harm, 
even  though  not  sure  it  is  a  sacrifice  you 
are  called  to  make,  yet  by  all  means  make 
it,  if  you  see  a  possible  chance  of  doing 
good.  If  you  are  entirely  in  the  dark,  wait 
to  be  led,  pleading  the  promise,  ?If  any  of 
you  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God,  who 
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giveth  to  all  men  liberally  and  upbraideth 
not,  and  it  shall  be  given  him,  only  let  him 
ask  in  faith,  nothing  wavering.'  Wait 
patiently  with  'nothing  wavering'  trust, 
and  God's  Word,  or  his  providences,  or 
some  of  his  many  means,  will  sooner  or 
later  bring  you  an  enlightened  judgment." 

Again  my  correspondent  questioned : 
w  Does  Satan  ever  suggest  an  act  that  is 
not  sinful?  I  cannot  conceive  of  his  sug- 
gesting anything  that  God  might  bless." 

God  could  bring  good  out  of  evil,  but 
we  think  Satan  is  not  particular  to  suggest 
an  act  sinful  in  itself,  if  he  knows  the 
source  will  be  instantly  recognized,  and 
present  no  temptation ;  but  if,  by  putting 
on  the  appearance  of  an  angel  of  light, 
and  suggesting  apparently  very  devout 
deeds,  he  can  worry  and  perplex  the 
Christian,   he  evidently  delights    to    do    it. 

When  a  person  is  exhausted  with  toil, 
and  Jesus  has  said,  "  Lie  down,  weary  one, 
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and  rest,"  Satan  has  said,  "  You  should 
not  rest,  you  should  pray ;  sinners  are  per- 
ishing all  about  you,  and  you  have  no 
anxiety  ;  why  do  you  not  weep  and  pray  ?  " 

The  tried  one  makes  an  effort,  but,  weary 
and  worn,  feels  no  earnestness.  Unre- 
freshed,  and  distressed  about  his  want  of 
feeling,  he  is  obliged  to  return  to  his  work, 
unfitted  for  direct  labor  for  Christ,  his  trust 
wavering,  and  with  a  fear  that  the  Saviour 
is  grieved  and  far  off.  If  he  had  under- 
stood Satan's  arts,  and  said,  "Jesus  bids  me 
close  my  eyes  and  rest,  remembering  only 
his  love,  and  even  forgetting  for  a  little 
season  the  wants  of  the  perishing,"  he 
would  have  awaked,  refreshed  by  sweet 
sleep,  and  heard  the  Saviour  say,  "  Now  I 
will  lay  the  burden  upon  your  heart ;  "  and 
when  Jesus  places  it  there,  it  is  easy  to 
pray,  a  joy  to  plead  and  even  to  ago- 
nize for  souls. 

And  then,  when  Satan  finds  our  hearts 
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fully  determined  to  do  the  will  of  God,  and 
he  cannot  draw  us  away  into  open  sin,  he 
will  endeavor  to  give  a  wrong  direction  to 
our  good  intentions,  and  try  to  make  us 
injure  the  cause  of  Christ  by  our  unwdse 
attempts  to  do  good. 

But  you  ask,  "If  I  trust  Jesus  to  lead  me, 
will  I  listen  to  any  words  but  the  words  of 
the  Saviour?"  Some  trusting  ones  have 
gone  wrong  because  they  forgot  that  we 
are  never,  while  on  earth,  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  voice  of  the  tempter,  and  were  in 
such  haste  to  do  God's  will  that  they  did 
not  stop  to  inquire  from  what  source  the 
command  came.  Jesus  will  not  condemn 
us  for  an  unwise  act,  when  our  motive  was 
love,  only  he  ^would  reprove  us  for  not 
seeking  to  know  his  will.  The  Lord  for- 
bade the  Jews  to  enter  into  any  league  or 
covenant  with  the  surrounding  nations. 
Simply  not  "  asking  counsel  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Lord"  (Joshua  ix.  14),  led  tq  diso- 
6 
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bedience  on  the  part  of  Israel's  leader,  the 
good  Joshua.  He  sinned  ignorantly  ;  but 
it  was  one  of  those  instances  when  it  was 
a  sin  to  be  ignorant.  Forgetfulness  of 
God's  Word  (Numb,  xxvii.  21)  was,  as  is 
so  often  the  case,  at  the  root  of  his  failure. 
w  Zeal  without  knowledge  "  cannot  do  the 
Lord's  work  well.  We  are  told  to  "be  in- 
stant in  season  and  out  of  season  ;  "  that  is, 
always  ready  to  obey  the  divine  call.  There 
is  a  right  time  and  place  and  way  for  us  to 
do  God's  work ;  and  to  deviate  from  either, 
may  not  be  pleasing  to  our  heavenly  Fa- 
ther. But  we  need  not  be  discouraged  and 
worry  lest  we  mistake  the  minute  direc- 
tion of  his  will,  for  we  have  the  joy-giving 
word,  "Acknowledge  me  in  all  thy  ways, 
and  I  will  direct  thy  paths."  Have  you 
observed  the  order  of  the  text  in  the  twelfth 
chapter  and  tenth  verse  of  Daniel?  It  is 
first  purified,  then  tried.  When  we  reach 
the   sublimest    heights    of   Christian    expe- 
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rience  attained  on  earth,  when  we  feel  the 
most  constant  rest  and  the  sweetest  peace, 
we  have  not  lifted  the  last  cross,  or  from 
the  cup  of  affliction  drained  all  the  bitter 
dregs,  or  heard  the  last  sound  of  the  temp- 
ter's voice ;  not  till  we  pass  through  the 
gates  into  our  everlasting  home.  Do 
not  let  it  affect  your  peace,  your  trust 
in  Christ,  as  your  all-sufficient,  perfect 
Saviour. 

It  is  only  by  coming  again  and  again 
to  the  cleansing  fountain  we  are  kept  clean. 
If  we  find  our  garments  have  become 
stained,  we  have  but  to  hasten  to  our  ever 
ready  Helper,  and  they  are  whitened  as 
often  as  we  come. 

We  are  grieved  when  we  grieve  him ; 
we  mourn  for  a  soil  on  our  garment,  be- 
cause he  gave  it  to  us  so  clean.  But  if 
we  had  forgotten  the  Giver  in  our  satisfac- 
tion with  the  gift,  if  we  claimed  the  gar- 
ment  as  our    own,    we  will  rejoice  that  he 
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has  showed  us  the  spot  upon  it,  that  we 
might  again  flee  to  the  fountain. 

"  And  does  Jesus  keep  you  in  peace  every 
day,  and  all  daylong?"  inquired  Marion, 
another  doubting  correspondent. 

"Yes,  every  day,  and  all  day  long,  when 
I  trust  him." 

w  Does  he  do  it  just  because  you  believe 
he  will?" 

"cThou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace, 
because  he  trusteth  in  thee,'  is  the  Bible 
answer  to  your  question.  No  one  can  have 
peace  except  in  the  exercise  of  trust.  It  is 
the  natural  effect  of  a  cause,  as  well  as  a 
sure  promise." 

"  And  is  that  all  there  is  to  do  ?  "  was  her 
reply. 

M  I  know  of  no  other  way.  You  may  read 
it  from  almost  every  page  of  your  Bible." 

"But  can  I  believe  as  you  do?"  she 
eagerly  asked. 

"Certainly  you    may.     Long    habits    of 
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unbelief  may  make  a  stronger  effort  of  the 
will  necessary.  You  may  have  struggles 
with  unbelief,  but  do  not  yield  to  doubts  ; 
they  are  not  suggestions  of  the  Spirit,  but 
of  the  enemy  of  your  soul,  the  destroyer  of 
your  peace.  You  begin  right  when  you 
trust  yourself  to  Jesus,  but  your  trouble  is 
in  not  continuing  in  the  faith.  You  are 
easily  discouraged,  then  you  give  up  all 
effort  to  trust.  Do  not  fear.  Try  again  ; 
and  if  you  fail,  come  again  and  again.  A 
writer  says  of  the  pebble  by  the  roadside 
that  it  is  continually  gathering  dust,  and  is 
only  clean  when  washed  by  the  showers ; 
but  placed  in  the  running  stream  it  is  kept 
clean.  It  is  only  when  Christ's  blood  is 
constantly  applied  that  the  heart  is  kept 
clean.  We  are  never  where  we  can  do 
without  the  cleansing." 

"Of  what  use  is  it,"  she  asked,  "for  me 
to  try  to  trust,  when  I  am  constantly  turn- 
ing back  and  doubting?  " 
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"  It  is  better  to  trust  part  of  the  time  than 
not  to  trust  at  all.  Each  act  of  faith,  but 
especially  continuance  of  faith,  strengthens 
the  ability  to  trust.  There  is  no  greater 
sin  than  unbelief;  and  continued  in  it  must 
destroy  the  soul  forever.  When  we  come 
with  penitence  and  faith,  all  our  sins  are 
forgiven  ;  but  though  we  might  grieve  for 
our  sins,  if  we  refused  to  believe  in  Christ, 
we  should  cast  away  our  only  remedy." 

w  Are  prevailing  prayer  and  believing 
prayer  just  the  same  ?  " 

"They  seem  almost  synonymous,  for  if 
faith  is  founded  on  a  promise,  and  we  meet 
the  conditions  of  the  promise,  the  prayer 
must  prevail." 

"  But  I  cannot  believe,  and  if  I  can  find 
peace  in  no  other  way  I  must  live  without  it." 

"  I  can  only  repeat  there  is  no  other  way. 
God  himself  has  again  and  again  told  us 
this  in  his  own  Word,  and  his  Word  is  con- 
firmed by  the  experience  of  all  his  people. 
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However,  it  needs  no  confirmation  of  ours. 
It  remains  true,  whatever  we  think,  or  feel, 
or  believe  in  regard  to  it.  You  can  hardly 
glance  down  a  page  of  your  Bible  without 
finding  such  truths  as  ?  The  just  shall  live 
by  faith  ; '  such  promises  as  r  Whoso  putteth 
his  trust  in  the  Lord  shall  be  safe  ;  '  and 
such  words  of  encouragement  as,  ?  O  taste 
and  see  that  the  Lord  is  good ;  blessed  is 
the  man  that  trusteth  in  him ;  '  f  They  that 
wait  upon  the  Lord  shall  renew  their 
strength.'  This  is  often  fulfilled  in  a  double 
sense,  renewing  both  bodily  and  spiritual 
strength. 

w  So  far  as  you  yield  to  the  doubts  that 
assail  you,  you  will  be  weak,  and  worried, 
and  helpless  ;  doubts  and  darkness  will  in- 
crease more  and  more  ;  and  the  habit  of  un- 
belief formed,  you  will  be  less  and  less  able 
to  resist  the  temptation  to  doubt,  and  to  cast 
yourself,  like  a  little  child,  trustingly  into 
the  arms  of  Jesus,  relying  entirely  upon  his 
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care  to  keep  as  well  as  to  save  you,  and  to 
guide  all  your  footsteps.  On  the  contrary, 
the  weakest  effort  to  exercise  faith,  clinging 
to  Jesus  ever  so  tremblingly,  will  strengthen 
and  help  you.  The  longer  and  more  per- 
sistently you  thus  cling,  the  easier  it  becomes 
to  exercise  faith,  and  temptation  has  less  and 
less  powrer,  for  Jesus  honors  every  attempt  of 
the  heart  to  trust  him ;  he  meets  every  weak 
endeavor  with  some  manifestation  of  his 
favor  ;  he  is  never  out  of  patience  with  our 
failures,  but  stands  ready  to  encourage  each 
fresh  effort  to  place  all  our  confidence  in 
him.  He  is  pleased  with  a  child-like  spirit, 
and  I  beg  of  you  to  seek  a  humble,  uncom- 
plaining heart.  Seek  to  be  satisfied  with 
all  he  gives.  Think  not  of  the  faults  of 
others,  but  go  to  the  Faultless  One  and  seek 
to  have  your  heart  clothed  with  his  robe  of 
righteousness.  Continue  your  prayer  for 
faith  if  it  helps  you,  for  it  is  next  to  kaving 
faith  to  seek  it.     Still  I  would  oftener  tell 
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Jesus  f  I  do  believe,'  than  ask  him  to  make 
me  believe,  for  your  own  will  must  be  exer- 
cised, as  well  as  his  power." 

w  How  can  I  be  good  in  my  heart?  "  was 
her  next  inquiry. 

w  You  can  never  do  anything  with  your 
heart.  Give  it  up  to  Jesus,  and  leave  it 
there.  Do  not  keep  taking  it  back  to  look 
at  it,  and  to  see  if  you  cannot  help  Jesus 
take  care  of  it.  He  does  not  need  any  help 
to  cleanse  it,  or  to  keep  it,  and  you  can  give 
him  none.  Your  part  is  to  let  him  do  it. 
Yield,  submit,  lie  passive  in  his  hands,  and 
do  for  others,  letting  self  go,  trusting  it  with 
the  dear  Saviour." 

"  How  can  I  get  rid  of  evil  thoughts  ?  " 

f?  If  they  are  simply  temptations,  you  can- 
not get  rid  of  them  till  Satan  chooses  to 
leave  you,  or  the  Saviour  sends  him  from 
you.  If  they  are  sins,  you  must  go  to  Jesus 
writh  them.  If  they  are  temptations,  do  not 
let  them  worry  or  distress  you,  for  tempta- 
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tion  is  not  sin.  If  you  cannot  distinguish 
between  temptation  and  sin,  bring  all  to  this 
test:  If  you  love  these  sinful  thoughts,  if 
they  afford  you  pleasure,  and  you  would 
rather  like  to  indulge  them  if  you  dared, 
then  it  is  your  sin,  and  needs  repentance, 
and  faith  in  the  blood  of  Christ  for  cleans- 
ing. If  they  seem  hateful  to  you,  and  you 
loathe  and  abhor  them,  and  it  grieves  you 
to  have  the  mere  suggestion  in  your  heart, 
I  think  we  may  say  your  experience  is 
something  akin  to  the  Saviour's,  who  said, 
f  For  the  Prince  of  this  world  cometh  and 
hath  nothing  in  me  ;  'as  if  he  had  said,  ?The 
Prince  of  this  world  comes  with  tempta- 
tions and  suggestions,  but  he  finds  no  re- 
sponse in  my  heart,  no  sympathy  with  his 
will,  but  only  abhorrence.'  The  most  de- 
vout and  holy  persons  have  been  tormented 
by  Satan  putting  evil  and  even  profane 
thoughts  before  the  mind,  for  he  loves  to 
harass  the  heart  that  he  cannot  enter,  and 
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throw  his  shadow  at  least  across  the  window 
of  the  soul  when  the  door  is  barred  against 
him. 

"This  is  simply  annoying,  not  sinful, 
and  must  be  borne  with  patience  and  humil- 
itv.  When  he  sees  that  we  understand  that 
he  is  the  author  of  the  evil,  and  that  the 
thoughts  are  not  suggested  by  our  own 
hearts,  he  generally  leaves  us.  Yield  your- 
self humbly,  penitently,  and  trustfully  to 
Jesus.  No  longer  give  way  to  the  tempta- 
tion to  say  complainingly  and  sinfully,  ?  I 
cannot  trust  him.'  To  some  promises,  faith 
is  the  only  condition  required,  when  we 
know  our  desire  is  in  accordance  with  God's 
will,  as  the  gift  of  the  Spirit,  the  salvation 
of  our  souls,  and  like  blessings.  It  is 
Satan  and  an  unbelieving  heart  that  try  to 
persuade  you  that  you  cannot  believe.  Give 
up  your  will,  and  let  Jesus  keep  you  now. 
He  will  look  upon  your  weakness  with  sym- 
pathy   and  patience.     Only  trust  him    with 
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your  whole  soul  and  for  all  time.  Do  not  be 
afraid.  His  own  sweet  words  are,  ?  Be  not 
afraid,  only  believe.'" 

In  vain  doth  Satan  them  oppose ; 
The  Lord  is  stronger  than  his  foes. 


"  Fleeing,  O  Rock  of  Ages, 

Fleeing  to  thee, 
Calmly  I  meet  the  tempests 

Of  life's  rough  sea : 
No  billows  of  temptation 

Can  me  o'erwhelm,  — 
Christ,  the  immortal  pilot, 

Controls  the  helm. 

"  Fiercely  the  roaring  billows 

My  bark  may  toss, 
And  sunken  reefs  may  threaten 

Danger  and  loss  ; 
The  light-house  on  the  headland 

Gleams  o'er  the  sea, 
And  wind  and  wave  but  drive  me 

Nearer  to  thee." 


CHAPTER  VI. 

TRUSTING   OUR   FATHER'S    CARE. 

"  When  thou  liest  down  thou  shall  not  be  afraid j 
yea,  thou  shalt  lie  down,  and  thy  sleep  shall  be  sweet" 
Proverbs,  hi.  24. 

"  Behold,  he  that  keepeth  Israel  shall  neither  slum- 
ber nor  sleep.  The  Lord  is  thy  keeper."  —  Psalms, 
cxxi.  4,  5. 

A  CRUMB  from  God's  Word  brings 
light,  peace,  and  comfort ;  and  what- 
ever adds  to  the  force,  beauty,  or  value 
of  a  single  sentence,  is  precious  to  the 
Christian.  If,  in  an  hour  of  weakness, 
some  text  has  been  wrhispered  to  the  heart, 
bringing  strength  and  courage,  or  in  time 
of  fear  has  brought  peace  and  quiet ;  or  if 
a  depth  of  meaning  never  seen  by  us  be- 

93 
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fore  is  revealed  by  the  Spirit,  it  is  a  priv- 
ilege to  bring  the  crumbs  of  the  bread  of 
life  thus  gathered,  and  share  them  with 
others  of  God's  dear  family. 

Three  times  in  my  early  life,  burglars 
picked  the  locks,  and  in  the  darkness  of 
night  entered  our  quiet  home.  Half-burned 
matches,  open  doors,  and  disordered  clos- 
ets, revealed  the  work  of  the  midnight 
hour.  One  Saturday  evening,  returning 
from  prayer-meeting,  I  overheard  the  re- 
mark, "There  are  suspicious-looking  char- 
acters about  this  evening,  and  perhaps 
more  burglars  in  town."  A  fear  that  our 
home  might  be  invaded  again  would  creep 
into  my  heart.  I  prayed  for  more  trust. 
Still,  a  fear  of  evil  dreams  remained,  or 
that  I  might  be  wakeful  through  the  night 
and  become  terrified,  though  no  danger 
were  near.  I  then  asked  that  if  dreams 
came  to  my  mind  they  might  be  peaceful 
and  happy,  and  that  I  might  be  kept  from 
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alarm,  and,  as  usual,  repeated,  r?  I  will 
both  lay  me  down  in  peace  and  sleep,  for 
thou,  Lord,  only  makest  me  to  dwell  in 
safety."  I  asked  that  some  word  of  com- 
fort might  be  whispered  to  my  heart,  that 
would  calm  my  fears  and  still  all  trem- 
bling. Just  as  I  was  growing  unconscious, 
a  few  words  suggested  to  my  mind  calmed 
me  completely,  and  I  slept  peacefully  till 
morning.  It  seemed  to  me  it  must  be  such 
sleep  as  w  God  giveth  his  beloved."  Not 
a  dream  disturbed  my  quiet  slumber,  and 
when  I  awoke  the  sun  was  shining  brightly 
in  my  room.  The  first  thought  was  grat- 
itude for  such  a  perfect  night's  rest,  and 
then  I  wondered  what  it  was  that  filled 
my  mind  with  quiet  and  made  such  sweet 
sleep  mine  for  so  many  hours.  I  could 
not  recall  the  words,  but  when  I  sat  down 
to  read  my  Bible,  I  opened  to  a  psalm,  and 
read:  "I  will  not  be  afraid  of  evil  tidings, 
for  my  heart  is  fixed,  trusting   in  the  Lord." 
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Then  I  remembered  that  I  ceased  to  fear, 
and  my  heart  was  "  fixed, "  trusting,  when 
this  resolve  of  David's  was  whispered  to 
my  mind,  and  one  more  text  was  added  to 
the  list  of  those  I  called  peculiarly  mine 
—  made  mine  in  some  hour  of  need,  and 
ever  more  doubly  precious  and  full  of  mean- 
ing. The  Father's  own  Word,  in  regard 
to  his  unceasing  watchfulness,  reveals  the 
tenderest  care.  "  He  that  keepeth  Israel 
shall  neither  slumber  nor  sleep."  He  also 
sends  his  angels  on  errands  of  love  to  his 
people.  It  must  add  much  to  their  joy 
that  they  can  be  thus  actively  employed 
doing  God's  will. 

When  Daniel  was  in  prayer,  Gabriel  was 
caused  to  w  fly  swiftly  "  to  "  inform  "  Daniel. 
He  said,  "  I  am  come  to  give  thee  skill  and 
understanding."  Two  years  later  Daniel 
was  mourning  and  fasting,  and  his  strength 
gone,  when  this  angel  came  again.  He 
was    hindered    from    coming   three  weeks, 
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and  then  another  angel  took  his  place, 
that  Gabriel  might  leave  his  work  to  teach 
and  comfort  the  princely  Jewish  exile.  It 
was  long,  weary  waiting  to  Daniel,  and  he 
was  weak,  faint,  and  trembling  from  fear 
and  excitement,  and  his  strange,  incom- 
prehensible visions ;  but  his  prayer  was 
w  heard  from  the  first,"  the  cause  of  delay 
was  explained  to  him,  and  he  was  assured 
that  he  was  'f  greatly  beloved";  the  bene- 
diction of  peace  was  given,  and  the  com- 
mand, w  Be  strong  ;  yea,  be  strong."  And 
Daniel  said,  ?f  Let  my  Lord  speak,  for 
thou  hast  strengthened  me."  We  may  well 
believe  the  angel's  words  did  bring  both 
strength  and  peace. 

When  Peter  was  in  prison,  bound  with 
two  chains,  sleeping  between  two  armed 
men,  and  the  doors  kept  by  a  guard,  an 
angel  came  and  lighted  up  the  dark  cell, 
and  he  told  Peter  to  "Rise  up  quickly." 
He  permitted  no  delay,  yet  he  required 
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no  unnecessary  haste  ;  and  we  notice  the 
thoughtful  care  for  Peter's  health  and  com- 
fort :  for  while  he  must  obey  with  alacrity 
and  ff  rise  up  quickly,"  he  must  take  the 
needful  time  to  "  bind  on  his  sandals  "  and 
put  on  his  "  outer  garment "  before  ventur- 
ing into  the  night  air.  When  it  is  neces- 
sary Jesus  performs  miracles,  but  not 
when  our  own  care  and  forethought  are 
sufficient.  He  hears  the  cry  of  those  who 
call  upon  him,  wherever  they  are.  Daniel 
was  not  alone  in  this  experience  of  God's 
loving  care,  nor  yet  Peter ;  but  Jesus  calls 
all  his  sheep  by  name.  Our  hairs  are 
numbered  still. 

One  season,  when  we  had  been  for  a 
long  time  without  rain,  I  asked  at  night 
that  the  earth  might  be  refreshed  before 
morning.  In  the  night  I  awaked,  and  heard 
the  gentle  patter  of  rain  on  my  window. 
Gratitude  filled  my  heart.  Said  a  neighbor, 
"  Those  things   are    all  guided   by  nature's 
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laws,  and  God  does  not  interfere."  If  God 
never  interferes  with  nature's  laws,  he 
loves  to  have  us  come  to  him  with  our 
wants ;  and  if  we  take  nature's  laws  as 
an  intimation  of  his  will,  it  is  certainly  a 
privilege  to  ask,  as  he  bids  us,  for  things 
in  accordance  with  his  will,  and  which  we 
then  know  we  shall  receive.  He  told  his 
people  to  M  ask  of  the  Lord  rain  in  the  time 
of  the  latter  rain  ;  so  the  Lord  shall  make 
bright  clouds  (or  lightnings),  and  give 
them  showers  of  rain,  to  every  one  grass 
in  the  field."  But  you  say,  fr  If  we  have  not 
changed  his  purpose,  what  satisfaction  is 
there  in  prayer?  "  If  my  child  came  in  from 
her  play  just  at  the  dinner  hour,  saying, 
w  Oh,  mamma,  I'm  so  hungry !  Can't  I 
have  dinner  now?"  I  should  feel  glad  she 
had  come  in  the  right  time  to  ask,  and 
should  find  it  very  pleasant  to  say,  "Yes, 
it  is  all  ready."  She  would  be  just  as 
satisfied  and  happy  to  eat  under  those  cir- 
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cumstances,  and  more  so,  because  I  would 
be  saved  extra  trouble.  So  Jesus  prepares 
our  answers  before  we  come,  and  while  we 
are  yet  speaking  he  will  hear.  But  does 
not  God  interfere  with  nature's  laws  at 
times,  as  when  Elijah  prayed,  and  it  rained 
not  for  the  space  of  three  years  and  six 
months ;  and  again  he  prayed,  and  it 
rained?  He  asked  seven  times,  watching 
for  the  answer,  until  he  saw  a  little  cloud 
not  larger  than  a  man's  hand.  His  faith 
and  that  of  the  little  girl  who  carried  an 
umbrella  one  bright,  sunny  day  to  church, 
because  it  was  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer 
for  rain,  were  the  same,  and  neither  could 
fail  of  their  reward.  God  always  honors 
the  faith  of  a  little  child,  and  when  we  be- 
come as  little  children  and  take  God  at  his 
word,  we  shall  never  doubt  his  loving  care, 
or  fail  to  see  his  word  fulfilled.  Whether 
we  doubt  or  not,  his  word  shall  never  fail. 
If  we    ask   in   prayer,    believing,   we    shall 
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receive ;  if  we  ask  with  wavering,  he  has 
said,  w  Let  not  that  man  think  that  he  shall 
receive  anything  of  the  Lord."  What  we 
then  receive  is  given  to  us  as  he  gives  to 
the  unjust  and  to  the  unthankful,  and  not 
because  we  are  warranted  to  expect  any- 
thing. 

Said  an  afflicted  one  to  a  friend  who 
tried  to  offer  words  of  comfort,  "  I  wish  that 
I  had  your  faith ;  "  another  replied,  "  But 
your  friend  has  never  had  your  trials." 

These  words  are  often  spoken  under  sim- 
ilar circumstances,  but  they  bring  no  con- 
solation to  the  one  who  is  enduring  trial. 
They  do  not  tell  them  of  the  power  and 
strength  there  is  in  Jesus  to  meet  their  ne- 
cessities, but  rather  intimate  the  contrary  : 
that  there  are  trials  for  which  Christ's  pro- 
vision is  insufficient.  These  words  are  also 
spoken  sometimes  by  the  sufferers  them- 
selves, as  an  excuse  for  their  own  lack  of 
submission.     "If    you    had    my   trials    you 
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would  have  my  distrust  and  dissatisfaction." 
The  reply  this  friend  gave  to  her  afflicted 
sister  was:  "No,  I  have  never  had  your 
trials,  for  the  Lord  promised  me  that  I 
should  not  be  tempted  above  that  I  was  able 
to  bear;  and  c doesn't  he  know,'  as  Mrs. 
Prentiss  has  said,  'whom  he  can  trust?' 
Perhaps  he  could  not  trust  me  with  trials 
like  yours,  but  I  expect  he  will  make  a 
saint  of  you  out  of  them  all.  In  your  place 
I  should  need  more  strength  than  now  to  be 
calm  and  cheerful  and  utterly  trustful,  but 
his  store  is  inexhaustible,  and  he  can  sup- 
ply all  our  needs.  He  loves  to  give  us 
abounding  grace.  He  is  more  willing  to 
grant  the  Holy  Spirit  than  we  are  to  give 
good  gifts  to  our  dear  children. 

"Trials  are  more  evenly  distributed,  I 
think,  than  appears  on  the  surface.  At  least 
it  is  true,  as  Cecil  says,  ?  No  physician  ever 
weighed  out  medicine  with  more  care  and 
exactness    than    God    weighs    out   trials    to 
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his  children.  There  is  never  one  grain  too 
much.'  " 

One  day,  as  we  were  driving  past  palatial 
residences  and  handsome  grounds,  my  com- 
panion seemed  lost  in  thought. 

"  Of  what  are  you  dreaming?  "  I  inquired. 

"  I  am  not  envious  of  the  people  who  live 
in  these  elegant  homes  ;  I  was  just  thinking 
what  trouble  they  have  with  their  servants." 

There  was  something  in  this  remark.  If 
there  is  anything  earthly  that  the  Christian 
rests  in,  outside  of  Christ,  a  thorn  will 
spring  up  somewhere,  and  until  we  do  find 
rest  in  him  the  thorns  are  springing  up 
everywhere  in  our  pathway,  however  bril- 
liant it  may  seem  with  flowers.  To  the  one 
who  finds  the  true  centre  of  rest  and  re- 
joices in  God's  will,  it  may  be  necessary, 
for  some  grand,  loving  purpose,  that  he 
should  still  be  led  through  the  briers,  but 
the  Comforter's  presence  will  bring  balm 
and   healing   for    all    his    wounds.     Byron 
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thought  life  was  like  a  pendulum,  swinging 
between  a  sigh  and  a  smile ;  Randolph  pre- 
ferred annihilation  to  life  hereafter  such  as 
the  present ;  Paul,  who  knew  more  of  afflic- 
tion in  days  than  they  could  number  in 
years,  who  suffered  almost  every  conceiv- 
able form  of  trial,  while  he  thought  it  "gain 
to  die,"  yet  felt  that  it  was  "Christ  to  live." 

During  weary  months  of  weakness  and 
pain,  I  was  once  congratulated  upon  my 
life  of  ease  and  freedom  from  care,  with 
plenty  of  friends  and  servants  to  wait  upon 
me ;  but  the  intense  longing  of  my  heart 
was  expressed  in  secret  to  the  ear  that 
bends  to  listen:  "Lord,  if  it  was  thy  will, 
I  would  rather  live  in  a  little  cottage,  and 
have  strength  to  wait  upon  myself,  than  to 
live  in  ever  so  fine  a  house,  and  have  oth- 
ers wait  upon  me.  Only  let  me  go  about 
my  room,  and  my  heart  will  overflow  with 
thanksgiving." 

When    this     petition     for    strength    was 
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granted,  the  cry  then  went  up  for  strength 
sufficient  to  go  up  and  down  stairs  and  sit 
with  the  loved  ones  at  the  table.  When  I 
could  go  about  the  house  and  see  things 
suffering  for  my  care  and  labor,  then  came 
the  intense  desire  to  do  what  was  deemed 
necessary  work,  and  I  wrould  let  all  else  go 
and  be  thankful.  Strength  came  to  do  all 
this, — to  look  after  the  details  of  house- 
keeping ;  to  care  for  the  little  ones ;  to 
keep  all  running  harmoniously  and  in  order. 
Every  atom  of  strength  given  was  used, 
and  ofttimes,  weary  still,  the  wrish  wras  ever 
present  for  more  time,  more  strength,  to 
study,  to  write,  to  help  others.  Thus  the 
cry  for  more  is  always  in  our  hearts,  like 
the  insatiable  thirst  for  riches,  when  people 
add  to  their  houses,  and  money,  and  lands. 
Yet  Paul's  lesson  of  entire  satisfaction 
may  be  learned  by  each  one  of  us.  When 
we  trust  Christ  wTith  any  and  every  thing, 
we  too  shall  be  able  to  say,  "I  have  learned 
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in  whatsoever  state  I  am  therewith  to  be 
content.''  Then  shall  we  rejoice  in  God's 
will  and  not  in  our  own.  If  we  could  only 
see  him  as  he  is,  his  wisdom,  his  love,  and 
all  his  planning  for  our  good,  and  the  end 
of  it  all,  or  if  we  would  believe  his  word 
vjithout  seeing  that  "all  things  work  to- 
gether for  good,"  how  grand  our  lives 
would  be! — like  Paul's,  raised  above  all 
outward  surroundings. 

"  Whatever  my  God  ordains  is  right ! 
My  Light,  my  Life  is  he, 
Who  cannot  will  me  aught  but  good, 
I  trust  him  utterly ; 
For  well  I  know, 
In  joy  or  woe, 
We  soon  shall  see,  as  sunlight  clear, 
How  faithful  was  our  Guardian  here. 

"  Whate'er  my  God  ordains  is  right ! 
Here  will  I  take  my  stand, 
Though  sorrow,  need,  or  death  make  earth 
For  me  a  desert  land. 
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My  Father's  care 

Is  round  me  there  ; 
He  holds  me  that  I  shall  not  fall, 
And  so  to  him  I  leave  it  all." 


CHAPTER  VII. 

TRUSTING   FOR   SALVATION. 

"  Come,  bowed  with  grief  and  sick  of  sin, 
The  cross  was  stained  for  thee  ; 
Come  weary,  rest  and  peace  to  find,  — 
Come  blind,  and  thou  shalt  see. 

"  Come  boldly,  guilty  as  thou  art, 
God  will  not  spurn  thy  prayer  ; 
Come  cast  thy  burdens  at  his  feet, 
And  leave  thy  sorrows  there. 

"  Come  as  thou  art  —  no  deeds  of  thine 
Can  take  thy  sins  away ; 
Thy  troubled  soul  before  the  cross, 
Loving  and  trusting,  lay." 

ONE  frosty  morning,  just  as  I  was  turn- 
ing the  corner  of  a  street,  I  met  Libbie 
B.    coming    from    an    opposite     direction, 
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and,  after  our  usual  pleasant  greeting,  she 
turned  with  me,  and  we  walked  on  to- 
gether. 

ff  I  am  glad  I  met  you  this  morning,"  I 
remarked,  "  for  I  am  out  looking  up  my 
stray  lambs,  and,  as  you  are  one  of  them, 
this  meeting  will  save  me  a  long  walk. 
You  have  been  absent  from  Sunday  school 
the  last  two  Sabbaths,  and  perhaps  you  do 
not  know  that  wre  are  having  interesting 
services  every  evening  at  the  chapel.  The 
past  week  some  of  our  own  dear  class  hope 
they  have  learned,  by  experience,  what  it 
is  to  trust  in  Jesus.  Will  you  not  come 
to-night  to  hear  Dr.  C?" 

She  answered  slowly  and  sadly,  "  I  can- 
not promise.  I  do  not  know  what  to  be- 
lieve." 

"Will  you  not  tell  me  what  it  is  that 
troubles  you?"  I  asked. 

"  It  is  that  you  and  my  father  do  not  be- 
lieve alike,"  was  her  slow  reply. 
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"Is  that  all?  Do  not  let  that  trouble 
you,"  I  replied,  "  for  I  do  not  wish  you  to 
take  my  teachings,  or  your  father's,  or 
those  of  any  other  person,  unless  they 
agree  with  God's  Word.  You  know  you 
have  that,  from  which  you  may  learn  what 
is  truth." 

She  answered  frankly,  "  I  think  father's 
belief  agrees  with  the  Bible." 

"  You  make  me  quite  curious  to  know 
what  it  is,"  I  said,  "  since  you  say  it  dis- 
agrees with  me  and  yet  agrees  with  the 
Bible.  I  desire  above  all  else  to  under- 
stand God's  Word  and  obey  it,  and  to  have 
others  do  the  same." 

"Well,  Mrs.  E.,  you  are  always  urging 
us  to  f  repent,'  to  ?  believe,'  to  f  come  to 
Jesus,'  —  expressing  the  same  thing,  I  sup- 
pose, in  various  ways ;  while  father  says, 
'If  we  are  to  be  converted  we  shall  be,  and 
if  not,  it  will  make  no  difference  what  we 
do,  we  shall  never  become  Christians.' ' 
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"Libbie,  do  you  not  find  in  the  Bible 
the  invitations  and  the  promises  I  have 
given  you  ?  " 

"Yes;  but  you  tell  us  to  come  to  Jesus, 
and  he  has  said,  f  No  man  can  come  to 
me,  except  the  Father  which  hath  sent  me 
draw  him?  " 

w  And  can  it  be  possible  you  think  you 
have  never  been  drawn?  Why,  my  dear 
child,  God  has  sent  the  invitations  from 
your  Sabbath-school  teacher,  the  preaching 
from  the  pulpit,  your  mother's  prayers,  the 
pleading  invitations  and  wonderful  prom- 
ises of  his  Word,  and  his  own  blessed 
Spirit  to  your  heart,  giving  you  every 
desire  you  have  ever  had  to  become  a 
Christian.  The  truth  is,  you  have  been 
resisting  his  drawings  and  grieving  his 
Spirit,  day  after  day,  month  after  month, 
yes,  and  year  after  year,  and  yet  he  is 
pleading  still." 

"But,"    she    replied,   "father    says,    If  a 
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man  has  a  family  to  support,  and  wilfully 
disables  himself  by  cutting  off  his  hand, 
it  is  still  his  duty  to  support  his  family, 
only  he  has  made  it  impossible.  Fie  says 
it  is  just  so  with  us  :  we  are  sinners  by  the 
fall  and  cannot  help  ourselves,  though  our 
duty  is  still  the  same." 

"  But  God  is  able,"  I  said,  "  to  give  a  new 
hand,  and  has  illustrated  man's  work  and 
his  own  by  such  an  instance  in  his  Word. 
He  said  to  a  man  with  a  withered  arm, 
f  Stretch  forth  thine  hand.'  It  would  not 
have  seemed  strange  had  the  man  replied, 
*I  can  not  stretch  it  forth,  or  raise  it  from 
my  side ;  it  is  perfectly  helpless.  Neither 
commands  nor  promise  of  healing  can 
make  such  an  act  possible,  for  this  mem- 
ber is  not  under  the  control  of  my  will.' 
But  he  believed,  when  Jesus  gave  the  com- 
mand, he  would  also  heal  him,  and  not 
mock  him  with  meaningless  invitations ; 
and  I  fancy  he  looked  in  the  dear  Saviour's 
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kind,  pitying  face  with  the  trusting  con- 
fidence of  a  little  child,  as  he  willed  to 
raise  his  arm,  never  doubting  for  a  moment 
that  the  power  would  be  his.  The  will  of 
the  man  and  the  work  of  the  Saviour  were 
simultaneous.  If  we  will  to  obey,  God 
gives  the  strength,  —  and  the  more  impos- 
sible the  work  in  our  own  strength,  the 
greater  the  joy  when  we  do  it  in  the 
strength  of  another.  If  we  will  to  obey  — 
no  matter  how  utterly  impossible  the  thing 
may  be  that  is  required  —  we  shall  never 
fail  to  be  able.  c  When  I  am  weak,  then 
am  I  strong.'  ?  Through  Christ  strength- 
ening me,  I  can  do  all  things.'  Ralph 
Erskine  says  :  f  If  ye  ask  for  whom  Christ 
died,  I  answer,  For  all  that  hear,  be  they 
who  they  may.  A  cord  is  cast  into  a  hol- 
low pit  to  draw  you  up,  and  many  more. 
If  ye  dispute,  Is  the  cord  cast  down  for 
me?  I  will  tell  you  how  you  may  answer 
that  doubt.  Catch  fast  hold  by  it  for  your 
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life,  and  beyond  all  question,  then,  the 
cord  was  cast  down  for  you.'  If  you  come 
to  Jesus  and  simply  put  your  trust  in  him, 
you  will  find  that  you  are  one  of  the 
elect.  Do  not  trouble  yourself  about  God's 
decrees,  but  your  own  duties.  You  would 
be  shocked  were  I  to  tell  you  what  a  de- 
fiant attitude  your  heart  assumes  towards 
God.  You  are  perfectly  unconscious  of  it, 
and  would  not  for  worlds  put  in  words  the 
language  of  your  acts.  You  stand  in  your 
self-righteousness,  and  say,  *  I  am  not  a 
Christian,  and  I  am  not  to  blame.' ' 
"Oh,  yes,  Mrs.  E.,  I  know  I  am." 
M  Yes,  I  knew  you  would  say  it  in  words, 
but  the  language  of  your  act  is  (and  that 
interprets  the  heart)  :  I  am  not  to  blame ; 
God  alone  is.  He  can  make  me  holy  if  he 
chooses.  I  have  nothing  to  do ;  and  if  I 
am  lost,  it  is  not  my  fault,  but  the  Lord's 
choice.  While  he  says  in  the  strongest 
possible   language,  ?  As    I    live    I    have   no 
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pleasure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked :  but 
that  the  wicked  turn  from  his  way  and  live  : 
turn  ye,  turn  ye  from  your  evil  ways,  for 
why  will  ye  die?'  And  in  the  New  Tes- 
tament it  is  as  plainly  expressed  :  ?  For  this 
is  good  and  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  God 
our  Saviour,  who  will  have  all  men  to  be 
saved,  and  to  come  unto  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth.'  And  to  the  Jews  he  said, 
1  How  often  would  I  have  gathered  you, 
and  ye  would  not? ' " 

"But  how  c^  we  turn?  Did  not  Christ 
say,  '  Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing  '  ?  "  she 
earnestly  inquired. 

K  When  God  has  given  us  mouths,  if 
we  wait  for  him  to  open  them  and  drop 
the  food  in,  he  will  never  do  it.  It  is  not 
doing  without  him,  to  use  the  faculties  he 
has  given  us." 

"Will  you  please  tell  me  the  meaning 
of  a  verse  in  Hebrews,"  she  asked,  "which 
refers   to  Esau,  ?  for  he  found  no  place  of 
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repentance,  though    he   sought  it  carefully 
with  tears.'  " 

"Yes,  I  can  point  you  to  the  exact  mean- 
ing given  in  the  Old  Testament.  Esau 
sought  carefully  with  many  tears  to  change 
his  father's  purpose  in  regard  to  the  bless- 
ing he  had  already  given  to  Jacob.  It  was 
his  father's  repentance  he  sought  and  not 
his  own ;  as  you  will  find  by  compar- 
ing Hebrews,  twelfth  chapter,  sixteenth 
and  seventeenth  verses,  with  the  twenty- 
seventh  chapter  of  Genesis." 

"  There  is  another  text  about  Esau  that  puz- 
zles me,  ?Esau  have  I  hated,'  "  she  added. 

"You  are  perplexed  because  you  judge 
of  God's  hatred  by  what  you  know  of  an 
evil  passion  in  man.  God's  wrath  is  a  very 
different  thing  from  man's  vindictive  anger. 
With  him  it  is  a  dispassionate  disapproba- 
tion of  sin.  From  the  beginning  God  saw 
what  Esau's  choice  would  be,  and  could 
not    approve    it.      In    Romans    we    read, 
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!  Whom  he  did  foreknow  he  also  did  pre- 
destinate to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of 
his  Son.'  Whedon  says,  f  God's  foreknowl- 
edge is  antecedent  to  his  predestination,  and 
is  the  ground  of  it.'  The  God  of  Jacob 
set  no  snares  to  cause  Esau  to  fall ;  he  only 
places  inducements  to  walk  in  the  right 
path,  and  these  he  places  alike  before  those 
who  are  to  be  saved  and  those  who  will  be 
lost." 

"  Does  not  the  Bible  say  God  hardened 
Pharaoh's  heart  ?  " 

"Yes;  and  as  I  have  somewhere  read, 
f  God  hardened  Pharaoh's  heart,  by  send- 
ing the  messages  of  truth  to  him  by  Moses  ; 
whilst  Pharaoh  hardened  himself  by  reject- 
ing those  messages.  God  was  the  innocent 
author  of  that  hard  heart,  but  Pharaoh  its 
guilty  author.  This  mode  of  stating  it 
takes  it  from  the  realm  of  peculiar  cases, 
and  makes  it  only  one  of  millions  of  like 
cases   found  in   every  age   of  the  world.' 
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*  God  is  not  the  author  of  sin,  cannot  tempt 
us,  does  not  make  us  wander ;  but,  if  he 
gives  the  -power  to  wander,  does  he  make 
us  return,  or  give  us  the  -power  ?  Do  we 
need  a  new  or  different  power  to  return 
from  the  one  we  used  in  wandering?  If  we 
need  new  strength,  let  us  look  for  it  where 
it  may  be  obtained.  f  Every  good  gift  and 
every  perfect  gift  is  from  above,  and  Com- 
eth down  from  the  Father  of  lights,  with 
whom  is  no  variableness,  neither  shadow 
of  turning.'  No  variableness,  or  partiality, 
in  his  constant  willingness  to  bestow  his 
best  gifts ;  and  no  other  position  should  be 
taken  than  that  of  humble  recipients." 

"God  said  he  hated  him  before  he  was 
born,"  was  her  reply. 

"If  that  were  so,  it  would  be  on  the 
ground  of  what  he  foresaw  in  regard  to 
Esau ;  but  that  is  not  true.  You  are  mis- 
taken, as  you  will  find  by  reading  Rom. 
ix.  11-13.      ?  For   the    children    being   not 
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yet  born,  neither  having  done  any  good 
or  evil,  that  the  purpose  of  God  accord- 
ing to  election  might  stand,  not  of  works, 
but  of  him  that  calleth  ;  it  was  said  unto 
her,  the  elder  shall  serve  the  younger.  As 
it  is  written,  Jacob  have  I  loved,  but  Esau 
have  I  hated.'  (Rom.  ix.  11-13.)  It  was 
before  the  children  were  born  that  it  was 
said  the  elder  shall  serve  the  younger ;  it 
was  thirteen  hundred  years  after  the  chil- 
dren were  dead  that  it  was  written,  f  Jacob 
have  I  loved,  but  Esau  have  I  hated ; '  and 
Paul  makes  a  distinction  between  what  was 
said  to  the  mother  of  the  children,  and 
what  wras  written  by  the  prophets  long 
years  afterwards,  which  simply  confirmed 
the  prediction  uttered  before  the  children's 
birth.      (Mai.  i.  2,  3.) 

N  There  are  fewT  such  texts  as  the  one  re- 
ferring to  Esau,  and- so  many  on  the  other 
side.  Seemingly  contradictory  passages 
serve  to  throw  light  on  each  other,  as,  for 
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instance,  'Take  no  thought  for  your  life, 
what  ye  shall  eat,  or  what  ye  shall  drink, 
nor  yet  for  your  body,  what  ye  shall  put 
on ; '  and,  c  He  that  provideth  not  for  his 
own  house  is  worse  than  an  infidel.'  To 
me,  the  one  text  makes  the  other  plain. 
What  an  excuse  would  the  former  be  for 
idleness,  were  it  not  for  its  companion  text ; 
and  the  latter,  for  anxious  care  and  con- 
tinual toil  for  the  perishing  things  of  earth, 
were  it  not  for  the  former ;  but  taken  to- 
gether, what  a  clear  guide  for  our  conduct? 
Industriously  strive  to  do  with  your  might 
what  your  hands  find  to  do,  but  take  no 
thought,  no  anxious  care,  not  even  if 
misfortune  or  trials  come ;  fear  not,  your 
kind  Father  will  provide.  Trust  in  his 
love  and  tender  watchfulness.  ?  Be  careful 
for  nothing ;  but  in  everything  by  prayer 
and  supplication,  with  thanksgiving  let 
your  requests  be  made  known  unto  God, 
and  the  peace   of  God,  which  passeth  all 


TRUSTING    FOR    SALVATION.  121 

understanding,  shall  keep  your  hearts  and 
minds  through  Christ  Jesus.'  Aside  from  be- 
ing a  promise,  as  a  natural  consequence  of 
committing  all  to  his  care,  it  brings  sweet 
peace  and  rest.  I  feel  it  in  my  own  soul, 
complete  rest,  and  have  often  told  my  class 
how  I  long  to  have  each  one  experience 
the  same.  But  what  is  my  love  to  his  ten- 
derness, who  says,  *  Come  unto  me,  all  ye 
that  labor  and  are  heavy-laden,  and  I  will 
give  you  rest'? 

"  He  never  invites  a  select  few,  but  it  is 
always,  'Ho,  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come 
ye  to  the  waters.'  f  Whosoever  will,  let 
him  come/  ?  Whosoever  cometh,  I  will  in 
no  wise  cast  out.'  Study  these  passages, 
meditate  upon  them,  plead  them,  rest  in 
them,  and  think  less  of  those  that  lead 
you  to  feel  that  he  is  stern,  harsh,  and  inex- 
orable, and  more  of  his  words  of  love  and 
comfort.  I  do  not  say  reject  the  others, 
or   disbelieve    them ;    they    were    not  given 
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to  turn  you  away  from  God.  Let  them  go 
till  you  find  peace  in  believing,  and  then 
turn  to  them  if  you  wish,  for  they  will  not 
then  seem  stronger  than  his  words  of  invi- 
tation, entreaty,  and  love.  Were  you  dy- 
ing, would  you  sink  into  the  grave  saying, 
f  I  cannot  believe  unless  God  gives  me 
faith;'  or  would  you  say,  fI  am  lost  and 
undone  unless  Jesus  saves ;  I  can  do  noth- 
ing else,  I  fling  myself  on  his  mercy.  It 
is  my  last  chance'?  Do  no  less  now.  It 
must  be  fatal  to  leave  everything  for  God 
to  do.  I  know  you  can  never  believe  till 
you  make  the  effort.  If  God  gives  the  faith 
it  is  in  such  a  way  we  cannot  tell  it  from 
our  own  act,  or  where  our  power  ends  and 
his  begins.  But  none  were  ever  saved 
while  waiting,  as  you  are  doing,  to  have 
God  do  their  part.  I  am  positive  you  have 
something  to  do  God  cannot  consistently 
do  for  you.  The  man's  withered  arm  would 
have,  forever  hung  uselessly  at  his  side  if 
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he  had  said,  and  continued  to  say,  f  I  can- 
not stretch  it  forth  till  you  make  it  sound 
and  whole.'  But  the  moment  the  effort  is 
made,  the  power  comes. 

"The  long-continued  habit  of  unbelief 
will  make  it  exceedingly  difficult  for  you 
to  exercise  faith,  or  to  continue  its  exercise. 
Both  unbelief  and  faith,  long  continued,  be- 
come habits  of  the  mind,  and  as  difficult 
to  change  as  any  of  our  physical  habits. 
But  the  attempt  must  be  made,  and  re- 
attempted,  when  old  habits  of  unbelief  seek 
to  assert  their  sway,  or  the  soul  goes  on 
in  the  same  death-like  stupor,  waiting  for 
God  to  move  it  (while  he  is  constantly  urg- 
ing it  to  awake),  until  the  body  sinks  into 
the  grave  and  the  soul  is  fixed  in  an  eternal 
state.  Take  one  promise,  hang  all  upon  it; 
it  is  not  a  venture  :  ?  Ask  anything  in  my 
name,  and  I  will  doit.'  Is  he  true?  Can 
you  trust  it?  Will  you  —  do  you?  Satan 
will  tempt  you  now,  for  here  it  is  he  loses 
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all  when  we  appropriate  the  promises  to 
ourselves.  Does  God  keep  his  promise? 
Not  do  you  feel  he  does,  but  do  you  believe 
his  words?  Only  keep  believing,  and  do 
not  wait  for  feeling,  for  it  is  faith,  not  feel- 
ing, makes  us  cling  to  Christ.  f  Kept  by  the 
power  of  God  through  faith ;  '  *  In  quietness 
and  in  confidence  shall  be  your  strength,'  — 
quiet  from  our  own  work,  confident  in  God." 

"  Poor  trembling  lamb  !     Ah,  who  outside  the  fold 

Has  bid  thee  stand,  all  weary  as  thou  art  ? 
Dangers  around  thee,  and  the  bitter  cold 

Creeping  and  gnawing  at  thine  inmost  heart ; 
Who  bids  thee  wait  till  some  mysterious  feeling, 

Thou  knowest  not  what —  perchance  mayst  never 
know  — 
Shall  find  thee  where  in  darkness  thou  art  kneeling, 

And  fill  thee  with  a  rich  and  wondrous  glow 
Of  love  and  faith,  and  change  to  warmth  and  light 
The  chill  and  darkness  of  thy  spirit's  night  ? 

"  For  miracles  like  this  who  bids  thee  wait  ? 

Behold  '  the  Spirit  and  the  Bride  say,  Come  ;  - 
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The  tender  Shepherd  opens  wide  the  gate, 
And  in  his  love  would  lead  thee  gently  home. 

Why  shouldst  thou  wait  ?     Long  centuries  ago, 
Thou  timid  lamb,  the  Shepherd  paid  for  thee  ; 

Thou  art  his  own.     Wouldst  thou  his  beauty  know, 
Nor  trust  the  love  which  yet  thou  canst  not  see  ? 

Thou  hast  not  learned  this  lesson  to  receive, 

1  More  blessed  are  they  who  see  not,  yet  believe.' 

"  Still,  dost  thou  wait  for  feeling  ?     Dost  thou  say, 

1  Fain  would  I  love  and  trust,  but  hope  is  dead  ; 
I  have  no  faith,  and  without  faith,  who  may 

Rest  in  the  blessing  which  is  only  shed 
Upon  the  faithful  ?     I  must  stand  and  wait.' 

Not  so.     The  Shepherd  does  not  ask  of  thee 
Faith  in  thy  faith,  but  only  faith  in  him  ; 

And  this  he  meant  in  saying,  4  Come  to  me.' 
In  light  or  darkness  seek  to  do  his  will, 
And  leave  the  work  of  faith  to  Jesus  still." 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

TRUSTING    OUR    FRIENDS   WITH    JESUS. 

"And  Jesus,  seeing  their  faith,  said  unto  the  sick  of 
the  palsy :  Son,  be  of  good  cheer  j  thy  sins  be  forgiven 
thee?"  —  Matthew,  ix.  2. 

"  Must  I  my  brother  keep, 

And  share  his  pain  and  toil  ? 
And  weep  with  those  that  weep, 
And  smile  with  those  that  smile  ? 
And  act  to  each  a  brother's  part, 
And  feel  his  sorrows  in  my  heart  ? 

Then,  Jesus,  at  thy  feet 
A  student  let  me  be, 
And  learn,  as  it  is  meet, 
My  duty,  Lord,  of  thee  ; 
For  thou  didst  come  on  mercy's  plan, 
And  all  thy  life  was  love  to  man. 
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"  Oh,  make  me  as  thou  art, 

Thy  spirit.  Lord,  bestow, — 
The  kind  and  gentle  heart, 

That  feels  another's  woe  ; 
That  thus  I  may  be  like  my  Head, 
And  in  my  Saviour's  footsteps  tread." 

WHEN  reading  the  Bible,  we  can  hardly 
fail  to  be  impressed  with  its  strong, 
energetic  style,  and  to  learn  from  its  vehe- 
mence to  be  ourselves  earnest  and  emphatic 
in  giving  God's  truth  to  others.  The  in- 
spired penmen  seem  to  have  felt  the  poverty 
of  language  to  express  the  fulness  of  truth. 
Paul  speaks  of  "  an  exceeding"  "  a  more 
exceeding,"  "  a  far  more  exceeding  and 
eternal  weight  of  glory."  We  read  that 
God  is  able  to  do  "above  all  that  we  can 
ask  or  think,"  and,  as  though  that  were  not 
enough,  "abundantly  above,"  and  not  only 
"abundantly,"  but  "exceeding  abundantly, 
above  all  that  we  can  ask. or  think,"  and  yet 
more  is  added,  "according  to  the  power  that 
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worketh  in  us."  "He  hath  given  unto  us 
exceeding  great  and  precious  promises." 
Encouraged  by  them,  doubt  and  fear  van- 
ish. We  know  the  certainty  of  their  fulfil- 
ment. God's  love  and  truthfulness  are  tried. 
He  has  said,  "Before  they  call  I  will  answer, 
and  while  they  are  yet  speaking  I  will 
hear." 

A  widow  whose  only  son  was  in  the 
army,  and  only  daughter  absent  from  home, 
teaching,  was  deeply  anxious  for  the  con- 
version of  her  children.  At  one  time, 
while  engaged  in  prayer,  she  was  much 
distressed,  in  an  agony  of  desire  for  the 
immediate  conversion  of  her  daughter.  She 
wrestled  for  this  blessing,  and  could  not  be 
denied.  Suddenly  a  sweet  calm  and  peace 
filled  her  soul,  and  prayer  was  turned  to 
praise. 

She  ceased  to  plead  because  she  felt  so 
sure  of  God's  answer.  She  left  her  daugh- 
ter with  Jesus,  without  one  doubt  that  the 
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offering  was  accepted.  A  few  days  later 
word  came  that  the  daughter  was  ill  with 
typhoid  fever.  The  mother  hastened  to  her 
daughter,  but  found  her  delirious,  and  she 
died  without  a  moment  of  consciousness,  or 
one  word  of  comfort  to  her  agonized  mother. 
Then  questions  and  doubts  filled  the  moth- 
er's heart.  What  could  that  experience 
mean?  Was  it  not  reality?  Had  she  not 
true  faith?.  Was  there  no  foundation  for  her 
belief  that  her  daughter's  soul  would  be 
saved?  Were  that  joy  and  peace  all  a 
delusion?  How  could  she  ever  again  know 
the  source  of  her  peace  of  mind,  if  in  this 
hour  of  what  had  seemed  such  true  rest 
and  trust  she  had  been  so  sorely  deceived? 
While  thus  anxiously  questioning,  a  letter 
came  to  her  from  her  son,  enclosing  one 
from  his  sister,  written  just  before  her  ill- 
ness, giving  an  account  of  her  conversion. 
The  anxiety  that  her  brother  should  experi- 
ence this  blessed  change  led  her  to  write  to 
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him  immediately ;  and  before  there  was 
time  to  write  to  her  mother,  she  was  too  ill 
to  guide  the  pen.  From  the  letter  it  ap- 
peared that  she  gave  her  heart  to  God  and 
found  pardon  and  peace  in  believing  at  the 
very  hour  when  her  mother's  desire  was 
changed  to  praise.  She  found  Jesus  still 
the  same  as  when  he  said  to  the  centurion, 
"  Go  thy  way ;  and  as  thou  hast  believed, 
so  be  it  done  unto  thee.  And  his  servant 
was  healed  in  the  self-same  hour."  The 
mother's  heart  was  doubtless  greatly 
strengthened  by  the  evidence  that  her  prayer 
was  answered,  but  the  answer  would  have 
been  none  the  less  sure  had  she  never 
known  of  it  until  she  met  her  daughter  in 
heaven.  But  God  in  his  condescending 
love,  pitying  human  weakness,  and  for- 
giving our  unbelief  and  questioning,  gives 
these  proofs  of  his  care,  as  he  did  to  this 
mother,  that  she  might  doubt  no  more,  and 
that  others  also  might  learn  lessons  of  trust 
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from   her  sweet  experience  of  the  faithful- 
ness of  the  Promiser. 

There  are  Christians  who  believe  that 
God  does  not  put  forth  every  possible  effort 
to  save  souls,  but  withholds  a  "special 
grace,"  an  "effectual  calling,"  from  some 
persons,  which,  if  given,  wrould  bring  them 
into  the  kingdom.  There  are  those  who  in 
youth  were  taught  to  believe  this,  but  whose 
hearts  rebel  against  it ;  and  yet  it  has  caused 
a  deep  and  permanent  distrust  of  God's  de- 
sire to  save  all.  These  individuals  can 
scarcely  exercise  strong  faith,  at  least  not 
the  faith  of  assurance,  that  those  will  cer- 
tainly be  saved  for  whom  they  plead.  A 
Christian  parent  who  longs  and  plans  and 
labors  for  the  good  of  his  children,  who 
bears  with  their  waywardness  and  tries 
every  possible  means  to  influence  them, 
cannot  easily  doubt  that  it  is  the  same  with 
the  All-Father,  who  yearns  over  us,  bears 
with  us,   and  seeks  our  highest  good,  and 


132  LESSONS    OF    TRUST. 

by  joy  and  sorrow,  warning  and  reproof, 
exhortations  and  promises,  seeks  to  reclaim, 
and  purify,  and  bless. 

If  we  believe  man  is  an  accountable,  re- 
sponsible being,  we  must  believe  in  his  free 
agency,  his  ability  to  choose  his  own  way, 
his  power  to  reject  the  gospel  message  and 
resist  the  strivings  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  We 
cannot  know  positively  that  the  sinner  will 
not  do  this.  In  either  case  —  whether  God 
withholds  grace,  or  man  has  the  power  to 
effectually  resist  the  Spirit  —  we  seem  to  be 
precluded  from  the  certain  knowledge  that 
the  soul  will  be  saved,  when  we  plead  for 
the  loved  one. 

Not  so  when  we  plead  for  our  own  souls. 
The  promises  all  seem  to  be  addressed  to 
the  individual  who  pleads  them.  If  we  are 
conscious  that  we  meet  the  conditions,  we 
can  be  as  sure  of  the  fulfilment  of  the 
promise  as  though  we  held  the  blessing  in 
our  hands  ;  there  is  no  reason  for  a  particle 
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of  doubt.  "If  we  ask  anything  according 
to  his  will,  he  heareth  us ;  and  if  we  know 
that  he  hears  us,  whatsoever  we  ask,  we 
know  that  we  have  the  petitions  that  we 
desired  of  him."  If  we  ask  anything  ac- 
cording to  his  will.  And  "this  is  his  will, 
even  your  sanctification."  He  has  taught 
us  that  when  we  ask  him  for  the  Holy 
Spirit,  he  is  more  willing  to  grant  our  re- 
quest than  the  most  indulgent  earthly  par- 
ents are  to  give  good  gifts  to  their  children. 
Then  it  is  sin  not  to  have  assured  faith  when 
we  ask  for  these  things. 

"  Him  that  cometh  to  me  I  wTill  in  no  wise 
cast  out.''  If  wre  are  conscious  that  we 
come,  we  sin  if  we  doubt  in  the  least  that 
God  accepts  our  offering. 

While  we  believe  in  God's  sovereignty 
and  in  man's  free  agency,  still  we  believe  in 
God's  promise  to  hear  and  answer  prayer. 
We  long  for  our  friend's  salvation.  God 
has  "  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked  ; 
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but  that  the  wicked  turn  from  his  way  and 
live.''  He  exhorts  us  to  pray  for  all  men, 
"  for  this  is  good  and  acceptable  in  the  sight 
of  God  our  Saviour,  who  will  have  all  men 
to  be  saved,  and  to  come  unto  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  truth." 

He  lays  this  burden  on  our  hearts,  and 
while  we  weep  and  groan,  and  agonize  with 
God  for  a  soul,  we  know  that  he  has  more 
interest  in  this  sinner's  case  than  we  possi- 
bly can  have,  and  that  he  will  do  all  he  can 
consistently  to  save  that  soul.  He  will  not 
destroy  our  friend's  free  will,  and  make  him 
a  mere  machine,  but  while  the  burden  lies 
on  our  hearts,  we  know  that  the  Spirit  is 
still  knocking  at  the  door  of  that  other  one, 
and  Jesus  knows  whether  or  not  it  will  sur- 
render; and  sometimes  knowing  that  the 
soul  is  about  to  yield,  he  imparts  a  joy  and 
confidence  in  the  heart  of  the  burdened  one 
that  amounts  to  assurance. 

A  young  lady  came  to  Rev.   Dr.  Earle, 
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asking  what  she  must  do  to  be  saved.  He 
answered,  "Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  thou  shalt  be  saved." 

She  replied  :  "  I  cannot  do  that ;  my  father 
died  rejecting  Christ,  and  I  cannot  accept  a 
plan  of  salvation  that  will  not  include  my 
father." 

"Then  you  cannot  be  saved,  if  he  died 
rejecting  Christ,  and  you  will  not  accept 
what  he  rejected,  for  c  there  is  none  other 
Name  under  heaven  given  among  men 
whereby  we  must  be  saved.' ' 

"  I  do  not  want  to  go  to  heaven,"  she  re- 
plied, "if  my  father  is  not  there." 

Still  she  seemed  in  deep  trouble  about  her 
condition  as  a  sinner,  and  Dr.  E.  said  :  "  Let 
me  relate  to  you  an  incident  which  I  know 
to  be  a  fact.  A  young  man  was  apparently 
drowned,  but  was  rescued  from  the  water 
and  brought  again  to  consciousness.  When 
he  went  under  the  water  he  was  an  impeni- 
tent young  man,  and  in  that  moment  of  time 
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all  the  sins  of  his  life  seemed  to  pass  before 
his  mental  vision.  He  supposed  he  was 
dying,  and  in  sorrow  for  the  sins  that  he 
saw  so  vividly,  and  realized  as  never  before, 
he  looked  to  Jesus  as  did  the  dying  thief, 
and  committed  his  soul  to  him,  trusting  pen- 
itently for  pardon  and  salvation.  He  could 
not  have  done  more,  and  less  would  have 
been  insufficient,  had  he  been  placed  in  the 
most  favorable  circumstances,  and  antici- 
pating a  long  life.  The  repentance  and 
faith  were  genuine,  for  the  life  he  has  since 
led  proved  the  reality  of  his  conversion. 
The  new  life  began  when  no  human  eye 
could  witness  the  scene,  or  any  ear  but  the 
Saviour's  could  hear  his  prayer. 

"  Do  you  know  that  your  father  did  not 
see  his  error  after  it  was  too  late  to  speak 
or  to  signify  to  you  in  any  way  the  change 
in  his  views  and  experience?  Are  you  sure 
that  if  you  reject  Christ  you  may  not  be  sep- 
arated after  all,  and  find  at  last  that  your 
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father  did  embrace  this  salvation  with  his 
latest  breath  ?  " 

The  young  lady  felt  the  truth,  and  saw 
that  Christ  alone  was  sufficient  for  her,  and 
she  gave  herself  to  Jesus,  accepting  him  as 
her  Saviour. 

Certainly  there  is  little  hope  that  those 
who  presumptuously  defer  repentance  until 
the  dying  hour,  will  feel  any  call  to  exercise 
it  then,  and  the  majority  of  those  who  seem 
to  be  converted  on  what  they  suppose  to  be 
their  death-beds,  we  fear  find  on  recovery 
that  it  was  a  delusion.  Fear  drove  them  to 
what  they  thought  to  be  repentance,  but 
which,  with  returning  health,  proved  not  to 
have  been  genuine,  and  failed  to  change 
either  the  heart  or  the  life. 

The  above  incidents,  however,  show  to 
those  who  have  agonized  in  prayer  for  the 
souls  of  dear  ones,  and  have  had  no  clear 
evidence  of  the  answer,  that  God  may  have 
answered  them  without  their  knowledge,  for 
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the  young  lady  teacher  and  the  drowning 
man  might  both  have  sung  praises  to  the 
God  of  their  salvation  in  a  heavenly  home, 
and  yet  no  one  on  earth  have  had  any 
knowledge  of  the  fact.  This  we  do  know, 
whatever  God  has  promised  he  will  surely 
perform.  We  have  only  to  see  to  it  that  we 
are  doing  "  with  our  might  what  our  hands 
find  to  do ; "  that  we  are  laboring  for  the 
lost,  as  though  this  truth  were  a  reality  to 
us  :  "  the  night  cometh  when  no  man  can 
work." 

Sorrow  would  cling  to  us  through  life 
had  we  accidentally  caused  death  to  a  hu- 
man being ;  and  what  must  it  be  at  last  to 
find  the  w  blood  of  souls  on  our  skirts  !  "  If 
aught  could  mar  our  joy  in  heaven,  it  would 
be,  —  not  the  thought  that  souls  were  justly 
punished,  for  there  we  shall  be  able  to  sym- 
pathize with  Jesus  in  their  condemnation, 
even  though  they  were  on  earth  our  dearest 
friends,  — but  it  would  be  the  remembrance 
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of  unfaithfulness  to  their  souls  while  they 
were  yet  under  our  influence  ;  —  the  recol- 
lection of  our  languid  efforts ;  our  cold, 
unfeeling  prayers ;  our  lack  of  sympathy 
with  Jeremiah,  who  said,  "  Oh,  that  my  head 
were  waters,  and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of 
tears,  that  I  might  weep  day  and  night  for 
the  slain  of  the  daughter  of  my  people  ; " 
and  with  Paul,  who  could  wish  himself  ac- 
cursed for  his  brethren;  or  with  our  Saviour 
in  the  garden  of  Gethsemane,  who  being  in 
an  agony,  sweat  as  it  were  great  drops  of 
blood. 


"  Yes,  pray  for  whom  thou  lovest  ;  thou  mayest  vainly, 

idly  seek 
The  fervid  words  of  tenderness  by  feeble  words  to 

speak  ; 
Go,  kneel  before  thy  Father's  throne,  and  meekly, 

humbly  there 
Ask  blessing  for  the  loved  one  in  the  silent  hour  of 

prayer. 
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"  Yes,    pray  for    whom   thou    lovest :     if    uncounted 

wealth  were  thine  — 
The  treasures  of  the  boundless  deep,  the  riches  of 

the  mine  — 
Thou  couldst  not  to  thy  cherished  friends  a  gift  so 

dear  impart 
As   the  earnest  benediction  of    a    deeply     loving 

heart." 


CHAPTER  IX. 

TRUSTING   OUR   WORK  WITH  JESUS. 

■'  The  preparations  of  the  heart  in  man,  and  the  an- 
swer of  the  tongue,  is  front  the  Lord.''''  —  Pro  v.  xvi.  I. 

"  Those  members  of  the  body,  which  seem  to  be  more 
feeble,  are  necessary."  —  I  Cor.  xii.  22. 

EMILY  said,  "I  fear  I  shall  always  be  a 
babe  in  Christ.  My  light  is  so  faint 
and  flickering,  it  can  give  no  help  to  others. 
I  wish  I  could  know  I  was  doing  some- 
thing." 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  receive  Emily's  con- 
fidence and  to  share  her  troubles.  I  knew 
the  Master  was  far  above  the  servant  in  this 
respect,  and  wrote  to  her  :  ff  f  He  has  not  an 
ear  that  cannot  be  touched  with  a  feeling  of 

141 
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our  infirmities.5  If  you  remain  a  babe  in 
Christ,  why,  Jesus  loves  his  babes  with  a 
peculiar,  tender  love,  such  as  parents  feel 
for  their  sick  or  weak  ones.  Only  all  com- 
parison fails  to  show  the  love  of  the  infinite 
Father. 

"If  we  seek  God's  glory,  we  rejoice  in  his 
work  —  in  its  progress, — though  not  a  sol- 
itary thing  can  be  traced  to  our  influence. 
If  we  seek  our  own  glory,  we  are  more 
anxious  about  results  than  our  service,  and 
say,  ?  What  have  I  done?'  instead  of  f  What 
hath  God  wrought?'  You  cannot  judge  of 
your  own  usefulness,  you  cannot  measure 
even  your  silent  influence.  Our  conversa- 
tion should  be  in  heaven.  That  is,  our  life 
should  speak  for  Jesus,  and  leave  all  re- 
sults, with  prayer  and  trustfulness,  to  him, 
rejoicing  with  thanksgiving  for  the  privilege 
of  doing,  even  though  not  permitted  to  see 
our  doing  avail  anything." 

Our  little  Daisy  cannot  yet  speak  plain, 
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but  often  lisps,  "Mamma,  I  want  to  help 
'00  ; "  and  so  I  let  her  little  hands  help  fold 
up  a  garment,  or  roll  up  a  package,  or  put 
away  her  papa's  slippers.  Sometimes  she 
is  unable  to  do  well  what  she  undertakes  ; 
the  garment  is  not  smooth,  the  package  is 
in  wrinkles,  and  mamma's  hands  —  when 
little  Daisy  is  out  of  sight,  it  may  be,  lest 
her  sensitive  heart  should  be  pained  — 
straighten  the  folds  and  smooth  the  wrin- 
kles ;  but  all  the  same  the  little  helper  is 
encouraged  to  do  what  she  can  for  others. 
So  Jesus  permits  us  and  encourages  us  in 
our  efforts  to  serve  him.  He  could  do  the 
work  better  without  us,  if  that  were  his  will ; 
but  we  should  not  then  have  the  best  ele- 
ments of  our  character  developed ;  and  he 
can  and  will  counteract  our  blunders  and 
mistakes  in  his  own  way,  and  make  the 
final  results  of  the  work  to  which  our  im- 
perfect hands  have  been  placed  appear 
beautiful  and  blessed. 
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Mina  is  now  with  Jesus,  where  she  can 
never  be  troubled  again.  A  little  while  be- 
fore the  pearly  gates  opened  to  receive  her, 
she  was  called  away  from  her  city  home, 
her  church  privileges,  her  field  of  labor,  to 
wander  over  hills  and  beside  streams,  gath- 
ering wild  flowers  and  mosses  that  filled  her 
soul  with  delight.  She  came  to  me  in  great 
distress.  She  had  shed  a  few  natural  tears, 
and  the  enemy  of  her  soul  suggested  to  her 
that  it  was  lack  of  submission.  He  whis- 
pered, "You  are  not  needed  at  home,  but  in 
the  great  city.  Your  Heavenly  Father  can- 
not spare  you  from  the  tract  district,  the 
prayer  meeting,  the  Sabbath  school,  and  the 
social  circle."  And  then  he  made  her  think 
it  was  her  own  voice,  and  that  she  was  dis- 
satisfied and  selfish.  She  believed  him,  and 
away  went  the  perfect  peace  and  rest  and 
calm.  For  a  moment  the  eyes  turned  awTay 
from  the  faithful  Promiser,  the  blessed 
Guide  and  Comforter  Mina  had  chosen,  and 
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she  thought  he  had  left  her,  and  the  whole 
train  of  evils  before  exorcised  had  returned. 
But  Jesus  had  not  forsaken  her ;  for  even 
when  faith  wavers  he  remembers  the  former 
consecration,  and  the  trust  reposed  in  him, 
and  is  our  Leader  still.  She  had  just  been 
saying,  "  I  do  love  Jesus ;  he  is  very  pre- 
cious to  me,  the  chiefest  among  ten  thou- 
sand, my  Saviour,  my  Redeemer ;  to  him 
my  soul  clings,  my  heart  continually  cries  ;" 
and  yet  she  added,  with  a  despairing  tone, 
"  Oh,  for  an  undivided  heart !  " 

"I  believe  you  do  love  Christ  supremely," 
I  said  to  her,  "but  that  will  not  free  you 
from  temptation.  Grace  given  will  be 
tried ;  we  cannot  escape.  You  say  it  is 
your  one  sincere  desire  that  God's  will  may 
be  done.  That  is  the  language  of  the  con- 
secrated heart,  and  while  }tou  have  no  other 
wish,  you  may  rest  quietly,  trustfully,  with- 
out one  fear.  I  have  been  over  every  step 
of  your  way.  I  have  been  tempted,  and 
10 
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tried,  and  tossed  about,  and  my  heart  is  full 
of  love  and  sympathy  for  every  tried  be- 
liever, and  I  long  to  speak  some  word  of 
comfort,  while  I  would  walk  softly  as  though 
their  temptation  were  my  own." 

I  wonder  if  all  Christians,  wholly  conse- 
crated to  the  Master's  work,  need  this  test: 
"Am  I  willing  to  be  nothing  —  willing  to  be 
used,  or  apparently  not  used?  "  Do  all  have 
to  learn  the  lesson  —  ef  They  also  serve  who 
only  stand  and  wait?" 

I  believe  we  are  apt  to  feel  that  God 
needs  us,  and  that  he  can  use  us  because  we 
are  ready,  willing,  anxious  to  be  used,  and 
there  are  so  few  that  are  willing.  We  say, 
surely  he  has  a  work  for  me,  he  has  been 
fitting  me  for  it,  teaching  me  to  trust  him 
for  wisdom  and  strength.  We  see  among 
our  loved  ones  those  whose  blessed  influence 
we  want  extended.  They  could  do  such  a 
vast  amount  of  good  in  a  wider  sphere  ;  but 
they  are  in  the  sick-room,  or  perhaps  busy 
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with  simple  household  duties,  while  their 
hearts  are  longing  to  comfort  Christians  who 
do  not  see  the  way  of  faith  clearly,  and  to 
win  sinners  to  the  Saviour.  But  a  discipline 
is  needed  ;  the  "  why  "  we  do  not  understand, 
nor  is  it  needful  that  we  should. 

It  makes  no  difference  what  kind  of  work 
we  do,  if  it  is  only  the  work  our  Father  gives. 
The  position  we  need  is  the  one  where  we 
will  be  most  forgetful  of  self.  Self-cruci- 
fixion is  a  most  necessary  and  difficult  lesson 
to  learn.  We  are  all  pupils  in  our  Father's 
school,  and  he  is  training  us  individually, 
calling  us  by  name.  He  may  permit  us, 
while  our  own  education  is  going  on,  the 
great  honor  and  privilege  of  being  assistant 
teachers  in  his  primary  departments,  but  he 
is  not  in  such  need  of  teachers  as  to  over- 
look for  a  moment  our  personal  advance- 
ment. 

Do  you  recollect  Wesley's  anxiety  and 
distress,  when  on  his  way  to  Germany,  and 
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a  storm  arose?  His  work  was  not  all  ar- 
ranged as  he  wished  it.  Methodism  was  not 
quite  complete,  and  he  feared  he  must  die 
with  his  work  unfinished.  Some  one  in- 
quired, "  Did  not  God  take  care  of  the  church 
before  you  were  born  ?  " 

"Yes,"  he  replied. 

"Can  he  not  take  care  of  it  when  you 
die?" 

Instantly  he  left  all,  to  rest  again  in  the 
will  of  God,  and  he  was  spared  to  finish  his 
wrork. 

What  a  Father  is  ours,  to  permit  us  to 
cast  all  our  care  upon  him,  and  then  to  allow 
us  the  privilege  of  working  with  and  for 
him  !  I  wonder  any  of  us  can  ever  call  it  a 
cross ;  and  I  should  think  the  heart  of  the 
laborer  would  glory  in  his  privilege,  and 
grow  exultant  with  joy,  if  only  permitted  to 
write  one  line  or  speak  one  word  for  Jesus, 
our  Saviour. 

One  Saturday  evening  I  retired    to  rest, 
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anxious  for  the  presence  of  the  Spirit  in  his 
office-work  of  Teacher ;  knowing,  unless 
he  first  fed  me,  I  could  carry  no  "fresh 
bread"  to  my  class  in  the  morning.  He 
caused  me  to  wake  early,  that  I  might  have 
a  sweet  season  of  communion  with  him ; 
and  just  as  I  was  becoming  conscious,  he 
gave  me  the  text :  w  Trust  in  the  Lord  and 
do  good,  and  verily  thou  shalt  be  fed." 
Obedience  to  the  first  part  of  the  verse 
makes  obedience  to  the  second  part  possible. 
If  I  trust  in  the  Lord  I  shall  do  good,  and 
in  no  other  way  can  I  accomplish  anything. 
I  can  do  no  good  with  my  heart  all  flutter- 
ing with  fear,  and  only  when  resting  or 
trusting  in  Jesus,  can  I  go  forth  strong  to 
labor.  Then  comes  the  precious  promise, 
"Thou  shalt  be  fed."  Fed  with  heavenly 
manna,  the  bread  of  life.  Jesus  becomes  a 
close,  intimate  friend !  No  possibility  of 
misunderstanding  !  The  very  thought  thrills 
the    heart.     He    is    acquainted    with    every 
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motive,  knows  us  better  than  we  know  our- 
selves. There  is  sweet  rest  in  the  con- 
sciousness of  this  perfect  openness  of  heart 
toward  Christ.  To  trusting,  confiding  na- 
tures it  is  one  of  the  most  comforting  fea- 
tures of  friendship  with  Jesus  that  there  is 
nothing  hidden.  With  earthly  friends  our 
best  motives  are  sometimes  misunderstood, 
our  kindest  words  misconstrued,  our  con- 
scientious acts  misjudged,  and  we  cannot 
help  it.  We  are  liable  to  make  the  same 
mistakes  in  regard  to  them ;  and  even  if 
charity  leads  us  to  put  the  best  construction 
upon  whatever  appears  dark  to  us,  still  we 
are  uncertain.  We  may  give  others  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt,  but  the  doubt  is  there. 
With  Jesus,  however,  there  is  no  uncer- 
tainty. If  there  are  any  excuses  to  be  made 
for  us,  he  is  acquainted  with  them  all.  The 
consequences  would  be  fatal  to  us  were  it 
necessary  to  place  our  most  worthy  deeds 
and  our  misdoings    in  contrast,  that  Jesus 
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might  value  us  accordingly ;  but  he  w  puts 
far  from  us  our  transgressions,  as  far  as  the 
East  is  from  the  West,"  and  looks  upon  us 
as  clothed  in  his  own  robe  of  righteousness. 

With  heartfelt  joy  I  read  the  words, 
"Whether  therefore  ye  eat,  or  drink,  or 
whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of 
God."  They  tell  me- that  I  may  go  about 
my  house,  sweeping,  dusting,  arranging, 
baking,  attending  to  all  the  variety  of  house- 
hold duties,  and  at  the  same  time  have  my 
heart  filled  with  the  sunshine  of  God's  love, 
and  my  voice  singing  cheerily  his  praises, 
knowing  he  accepts  it  as  service  done  for 
him.  Work  found  in  the  sphere  in  which 
God  places  us  must  be  the  work  he  as- 
signs us. 

"Whoso  ofFereth  praise  glorifieth  me, 
saith  the  Lord."  Therefore  if  we  perform 
the  lowliest  offices  contentedly,  lovingly, 
and  thankfully,  we  may  have  the  joy  of 
knowing  we  are  constantly  glorifying  God ; 
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and  our  service  is  as  acceptable  as  though 
we  were  preaching  the  Gospel,  or  writing 
books,  or  laboring  in  heathen  lands;  and 
our  Father  will  say  to  us,  by  and  by,  "He 
that  is  faithful  in  that  which  is  least  is  faith- 
ful also  in  much."  Perhaps  a  greater  work 
will  then  be  given  to  us ;  while  he  who 
complains  of  his  narrow  sphere,  and  says, 
"O  for  opportunities  to  serve  Jesus  !  "  shows, 
by  unfaithfulness  and  discontent  in  his  ap- 
pointed place,  an  unfitness  for  any  other. 
Some  one  has  said  that  if  an  angel  were  to 
come  to  spend  a  few  years  on  earth,  he 
would  not  care  whether  he  were  employed 
to  sweep  a  cross-walk  or  rule  a  realm,  if  he 
did  but  accomplish  his  Master's  will.  The 
joyous,  sunshiny  spirit  has  an  influence  for 
good  upon  every  person  coming  into  its 
presence ;  its  light  cannot  be  hid  under  a 
bushel,  but  is  diffusive  in  its  very  nature. 

We  read  much  of  the  benefit  of  visiting 
our  Sabbath-school    scholars,    and   of    dis- 
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tributing  tracts,  and  we  are  told  of  the 
encouragement  to  be  found  in  such  work ; 
and  yet  the  regular  tract  district  visitor, 
faithfully  performing  duty,  has  his  or  her 
faith,  patience,  and  perseverance  most  sorely 
tried,  and  is  often  tempted  to  feel  the  labor 
is  in  vain.  If  a  mother  should  ask  her 
daughter  to  go  with  a  message  to  a  neigh- 
bor, and  the  daughter  should  reply,  "It  is 
of  no  use  to  take  the  message,"  the  mother 
would  be  grieved,  and  feel  that  her  wisdom 
and  love  were  impeached.  We  know  it  is 
not  in  vain  to  scatter  these  printed  messages 
of  love,  for  it  is  the  will  of  the  Lord  that 
the  Gospel  should  be  preached  to  every 
creature.  Our  labor  is  not  in  vain,  for  we 
are  thus  fulfilling  God's  will ;  and  this  is 
enough  for  us,  whatever  the  result  to  others. 
It  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  us  to  labor  pa- 
tiently, faithfully,  and  perseveringly,  even 
if  we  receive  only  scornful  looks  and  words 
in  return.     We  should  be  willing  to  labor 
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cheerfully,  with  no  encouragement  save  the 
command  and  the  promise.  Self  is  so  far 
from  being  crucified  that  it  craves  sight, 
instead  of  trusting  the  more  sure  word  of 
prophecy.  Peter  thought  it  more  sure  than 
sight,  or  hearing,  even  on  the  mount  of 
transfiguration.      (2  Pet.  i.  17-19.) 

Our  message  may  be  rejected,  but  we 
should  be  careful  indeed  to  do  all  in  our 
power,  that  it  may  not  be  rejected  through 
any  neglect  or  carelessness  on  our  part. 

The  Lord  commanded  Jeremiah,  saying, 
"  Say  not  I  am  a  child,  for  thou  shalt  go  to 
all  that  I  shall  send  thee,  and  whatsoever  I 
command  thee  thou  shalt  speak."  And  yet 
with  this  entire  faithfulness  on  his  part,  he 
wrote,  "Mine  eye  runneth  down  with  rivers 
of  water  for  the  destruction  of  the  daughter 
of  my  people."  And  even  when  our  blessed 
Saviour  was  upon  earth,  the  world  was  not 
so  convinced  of  the  truth  as  to  leave  all  and 
follow  Jesus  when  he  called. 
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It  is  our  truest  happiness  to  live  entirely 
for  the  glory  of  another.  Yet  how  often 
are  we  saying,  "What  have  I  done?  Was  it 
my  preaching,  my  sermon,  my  influence?" 
Whereas  we  should  say,  "What  hath  God 
wrought?"  And  so  for  our  humility  it  may 
be  necessary  to  hide  from  us  the  benefit  our 
labor  brings  to  others.  Twenty-eight  years 
ago,  a  gentleman  felt  so  much  interest  in 
an  impenitent  person  that  he  changed  his 
boarding-place  that  he  might  be  near  his 
friend  and  exert  over  him  a  religious  influ- 
ence. At  the  same  time  he  sent  to  him  a 
note  of  earnest  entreaty  and  warning.  All 
efforts  seemed  in  vain,  and  the  wretched 
man  grew  worse  instead  of  better,  and  his 
kind  friend  passed  away  to  his  eternal 
home.  Eight  years  ago,  the  dissipated 
lawyer,  while  looking  over  some  old  papers, 
found  this  note  mysteriously  preserved. 
The  eye  of  Providence  watched  the  little 
seed  when  the  hand  that  dropped  it  was  no 
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longer  here,  and  after  twenty  years  it  sprang 
up  and  bore  fruit  abundantly.  As  it  was 
read  the  second  time,  the  Holy  Spirit  ac- 
companied it  with  power,  and  the  man 
rested  not  until  he  felt  pardon  and  peace 
were  his.  We  shall  see  all  the  fruit  that  is 
necessary.  If  we  follow  our  Master's  di- 
rections, we  may  leave  results  with  him  with 
perfect  trust,  knowing  his  interest  far  ex- 
ceeds ours;  for  our  interest  comes  from  him, 
and  is  but  a  drop  from  the  ocean  of  his  love. 
Surely  he  will  take  care  of  his  own  work ; 
and  while  we  thus  leave  all  results  with  him, 
it  is  our  place  to  labor  earnestly,  prayer- 
fully, and  trustfully  until  called  to  our  eter- 
nal home. 


"  Nor  serve  we  only  when  we  gird 
Our  hearts  for  special  ministry  ; 
That  creature  best  has  ministered 
Which  is  what  it  was  meant  to  be. 
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"  Birds  by  being  glad  their  Maker  bless  ; 

By  simply  shining,  sun  and  star ; 

And  we,  whose  law  is  love,  serve  less 

By  what  we  do  than  what  we  are. 

"  Since  service  is  the  highest  lot, 
And  angels  know  no  higher  bliss, 
Then  with  what  good  her  cup  is  fraught 
Who  was  created  but  for  this." 


CHAPTER  X. 

TRUSTING  TO  KNOW  OUR  HEARTS. 

"  If  in  any  thing  ye  be  otherwise  minded,  God  shall 
reveal  even  this  unto  yon"  —  Philippians,  hi.  15. 

WE  shrink  from  having  even  our  dear 
ones  know  all  that  our  hearts  con- 
tain, it  may  be,  lest  they  should  despise  us ; 
and  sinful  as  our  hearts  seem  to  our  own 
view,  we  know  they  look  far  worse  to  the 
all-seeing  eye  of  our  Saviour ;  yet  we  are 
confident  of  his  pity  and  love ;  and  throw- 
ing wide  open  the  door,  we  earnestly  pray, 
"Search  me,  O  God,  and  know  my  heart; 
try  me,  and  know  my  thoughts ;  and  see 
if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead 
me  in  the  way  everlasting." 

We  know  the  tender  sympathy  and  pity 
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in  the  parents'  heart ;  if  a  dear  child  only 
pinches  its  delicate  finger,  or  bruises  itself 
by  a  fall,  the  mother's  heart  quivers  with 
more  pain  than  the  child's  flesh ;  and  so 
long  as  the  loved  one  suffers,  the  father  and 
mother  suffer  with  it;  yet,  "Like  as  a  fa- 
ther pitieth  his  children,  so  the  Lord  pitieth 
them  that  fear  him,"  —  pities  even  their 
weakness  and  frailties. 

"  Therefore  I  come.  Thy  gentle  call  obeying, 
And  lay  my  sins  and  sorrows  at  thy  feet, 
On  everlasting  strength  my  weakness  staying, 

Clothed  in  thy  robe  of  righteousness  complete  ; 
Then  rising  and  refreshed,  I  leave  thy  throne, 
And  follow  on  to  know  as  I  am  known." 

Law  says,  in  his  Serious  Call  to  a  Holy 
Life  :  "  God  has  given  no  one  any  power  of 
knowing  the  true  greatness  of  any  sins 
but  his  own ;  and  therefore  the  greatest 
sinner  that  any  one  knows  is  himself." 

I  do  not  suppose  we  know  fully  the  true 


l6o  LESSONS    OF    TRUST. 

greatness  of  even  our  own  sins,  for  the 
more  holy  one  becomes,  the  more  abom- 
inable sin  appears. 

The  nearer  we  are  to  Jesus,  the  more  is 
conscience  quickened,  and  we  detect  sin 
in  the  slightest  deviation  from  duty,  and 
are  grieved  by  what  we  would  once  have 
passed  without  notice,  or  smiled  upon  as 
harmless.  If  we  could  see  human  nature 
as  God  sees  it,  I  doubt  if  we  could  live. 
Yet  there  are  persons  who  think  to  justify 
themselves  on  the  ground  of  keeping  the 
moral  law. 

The  most  holy  and  devoted  Christian,  if 
enabled  to  discharge  every  known  duty, 
and  to  fulfil  the  law  by  loving  God  with 
all  his  heart,  soul,  mind,  and  might,  would 
say,  "  Not  unto  me,  not  unto  me,  but  to  thy 
name  be  the  praise,"  and  would  feel,  r'  Mer- 
cy alone  suffers  me  to  live,  forgives  the 
past  and  saves  me  now.  Mercy  alone,  not 
Justice,  would  bestow  such  grace." 
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I  have  seen  how  sin  may  be  fostered  in 
the  heart,  and  increase  continually,  while 
we  may  grow  less  and  less  conscious  of  its 
existence.  If  the  moralist  would  pray, 
"Lord  show  me  myself;"  if  he  would  do 
God's  will  in  seeking  to  know  what  was 
within,  he  would  learn  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
entire  depravity  of  the  human  heart. 

A  little  boy  came  to  the  door  and  inno- 
cently disturbed  me  with  a  hand-bill.  I 
glanced  at  him,  and  on  my  face  was  a  look 
of  displeasure.  After  he  was  gone,  and  it 
occurred  to  me  that  my  face  had  spoken 
unkindly,  I  asked  Jesus  to  pardon  me,  and 
help  me  to  remember  always  to  give  a 
kind  look  and  pleasant  smile,  which  cost 
nothing  and  cast  a  gleam  of  sunshine 
wherever   they  fall. 

I  denied  myself  and  labored  for  the  spirit- 
ual good  of  a  destitute  family,  and  found 
this  feeling  in  my  heart,  "  How  pious  and 
self-denying  your  friends  will  think  you." 
II 
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Once,  struggle  as  I  might,  the  thoughts 
would  force  themselves  into  my  heart  again 
and  again ;  but  I  have  learned  to  give  up 
struggling,  and  go  to  Jesus,  if  such  unbid- 
den thoughts  intrude,  saying,  , w  I  cannot 
keep  myself,  but  thou  art  able  to  keep  that 
which  I  have  committed  unto  thee.  I  trust 
thee  with  the  keeping  of  all  my  thoughts." 
Then  as  I  watch  against  sin,  it  is  not  in 
vain,  for  Jesus  guards  me. 

In  kindness  I  was  called  from  a  pleasant 
occupation,  on  account  of  the  chill  of  the 
room.  I  came  away  with  a  ruffled  feeling 
in  my  heart,  but  I  was  not  permitted  to  in- 
dulge it  unperceived.  He  who  has  said, 
"If  in  any  thing  ye  be  otherwise  minded, 
God  shall  reveal  even  this  unto  you,"  caused 
me  to  see  this  sinful  agitation.  Joy  and 
gratitude  that  I  was  not  left  to  indulge  im- 
patience, mingled  with  grief  that  it  had 
arisen ;  but  if  putting  away  sin  the  instant 
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it  is  perceived,  is  overcoming,  then  grace 
was  given  to  overcome. 

Vain,  idle  thoughts  came,  and  I  cried  for 
strong  faith  to  bring  every  thought  into  sub- 
jection to  Christ.  I  knew  years  of  strug- 
gling, watching,  praying,  would  not  accom- 
plish that  which  faith  in  Jesus  would  bring 
instantaneously,  for  I  had  proved  it  many 
times. 

A  lady  said  something  to  me  that  awak- 
ened pride.  I  answered  her  with  animation 
and  pleasure,  unconscious  of  the  motive 
actuating  me.  A  few  moments  after  the 
Spirit  revealed  to  me  the  motive  that 
prompted  my  words  and  actions.  It  hum- 
bled me  and  brought  me  low  at  my  Sav- 
iour's feet. 

Friends  praised  my  works  when  my  mo- 
tives were  wrong.  I  confessed,  that  they 
might  see  what  grace  had  done  for  me,  and 
that  I  had  not  by  nature  the  qualities  they 
supposed.     The  confession  was  not  a  pen- 
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ance,  or  to  atone  for  sin.  Webster  defines 
reparation,  mending.  No  punishment  could 
mend  my  broken  soul,  or  wipe  out  one  stain. 
Jesus  has  freely  and  fully  forgiven  it  all,  and 
it  is  recorded  only  to  show  our  dependence 
on  Jesus  to  reveal  to  us  our  sins. 

That  I  should  unconsciously  harbor  in- 
iquity in  my  heart,  were  it  not  thus  revealed, 
is  proved  by  my  having  wrong  thoughts 
that  I  do  not  notice  at  the  time,  and  by  my 
speaking  wrong  words  that  in  the  hurry  of 
the  moment  would  naturally  be  forgotten, 
and  never  recalled,  until  the  final  summons 
to  give  an  account  for  every  idle  word ;  and 
yet  hours,  or  days  after,  they  come  up  be- 
fore me  suddenly  in  their  true  light,  though 
I  have  no  inclination  to  think  about  myself 
enough  to  recall  motives,  but  a  natural  re- 
pugnance to  self-examination.  Gratitude 
fills  my  heart,  that  Jesus  brings  my  sins  to 
light  that  I  may  repent,  be  cleansed,  and 
put  them  away  forever. 
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A  friend  inquired,  w  If  we  do  not  sin  wil- 
fully, are  we  not  perfect  Christians?  " 

If  one  commits  deliberate,  wilful  sin,  the 
evidence  of  being  a  Christian  must  be  lack- 
ing ;  and  if  we  do  not  sin  wilfully  we  cannot 
say  we  are  perfect,  at  least  as  the  term  is 
generally  understood,  for  the  ?fsin  of  igno- 
rance "  is  mentioned  in  God's  word  as  need- 
ing atonement  (Leviticus,  fourth  chapter), 
and  people  have  sinned  grievously,  suppos- 
ing they  were  doing  God's  service.  (Acts 
xxvi.  9.) 

There  are  mistakes,  errors  of  judgment, 
thoughtless  misdoings,  physical  infirmities, 
that  affect  mind  as  well  as  body.  Absolute 
perfection  is  very  far  from  being  claimed  by 
those  who  would  not  wilfully  or  consciously 
disobey  God's  laws.  "  For  if  we  sin  wilfully 
after  that  we  have  received  the  knowledge  of 
the  truth,  there  remaineth  no  more  sacrifice 
for  sins."     (Heb.  x.  26.) 

Our  poor,  wreak  bodies   are   accountable 
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for  their  share  of  the  trouble  and  despond- 
ency of  the  soul-tenant,  and  sometimes  we 
have  not  life  enough  to  take  much  interest 
in  anything.  At  such  times  Satan  accuses 
us  of  listlessness  in  reading  God's  word,  and 
want  of  energy  in  prayer,  and  we  forget 
McCheyne's  rule,  to  "take  ten  looks  at 
Christ  to  one  at  self,"  and  so  become  utterly 
disheartened. 

We  knew  a  young  man  who  had  been  very 
wicked  and  profane,  but  desired  to  become  a 
Christian.  Whenever  he  made  the  attempt 
to  pray,  the  profane  expressions  that  he  had 
been  accustomed  to  hear  and  to  use  came 
crowding  into  his  mind,  and  he  said  it  was 
of  no  use  to  try,  he  could  not  pray.  We 
reminded  him  of  the  devices  of  Satan  to 
ensnare  even  the  best  of  Christians, and  said 
to  him,  "Do  you  think  he  would  let  you, 
whom  he  has  long  claimed  as  his  own,  go 
without  a  struggle  ?  " 

There  are  few  of  God's  people  who  have 
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not  suffered  from  a  like  temptation.  Thomas 
a  Kempis  tells  us,  n  when  we  have  no  con- 
sciousness of  God's  presence,  we  must  suffer 
it  patiently  and  humbly,  and  pray  for  the 
return  of  the  light,  and  be  humble  and 
thankful  when  it  is  given.  It  is  withdrawn 
lest  we  rejoice  too  much  in  the  gift,  and 
think  not  enough  of  the  Giver ;  or  lest  we 
become  proud  of  our  fruits  and  graces  as 
though  they  were  not  bestowed."  We  are 
sometimes  left  to  ourselves,  and  are  found 
lacking  in  the  very  qualities  in  which  we 
excelled,  or  for  which  we  had  become  noted, 
that  we  may  discover  our  own  weakness. 
The  meekest  man  was  wroth  and  reproved 
the  people.  The  strongest  man  became 
weak  as  others.  Persons  win  fame  by  a 
long  list  of  noble  deeds,  and  then,  perhaps, 
all  is  forgotten  and  overthrown  by  some 
one  foolish  and  wrong  act.  We  cannot 
work  ourselves  up  to  any  frame  of  devo- 
tion, but  must  go  humbly  and  trustfully  to 
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Jesus,  seeking  for  just  that  which  God  knows 
is  for  our  good  and  the  good  of  others. 
If  our  hearts  are  right  with  God,  submis- 
sive, obedient,  and  we  are  careful  to  follow 
the  light  which  we  have  already  received, 
then  will  the  light  grow  clearer  and 
brighter,  and  our  inner  life  and  outer  walk 
show  forth  the  grace  that  we  have  re- 
ceived. 

God  does  not  show  us  our  sins  as  a 
punishment  for  them,  or  to  torment  us; 
but  the  views  of  his  justice,  of  his  mercy, 
of  our  sins,  are  all  given  in  love  to  lead  us 
to  repent  and  believe.  If  we  had  entirely 
and  forever  grieved  away  the  Spirit,  he 
would  never  trouble  us,  but  would  leave  us 
to  all  the  enjoyment  we  could  find  in  this 
world.  We  should  be  indifferent,  gay,  at 
ease,  sinners  "let  alone."  We  may  lay 
down  our  unbelief,  and  humbly,  sweetly, 
and  continually  trust  in  a  loving  Saviour, 
who    bends     down    tenderly   to     lead    us, 
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who  smiles  encouragingly  upon  us,  who 
offers  to  carry  our  every  burden  and  grief. 
If  we  do  not  see  love  in  our  hearts,  we 
may  trust  the  love  in  his,  w  We  love  him 
because  he  first  loved  us."  If  we  confide 
in  Jesus  like  a  little  child,  that  alone  is 
evidence  of  our  affection  for  him.  We 
may  lay  our  hands  in  the  outstretched 
hand  of  our  Saviour,  that  is  offered  to  us 
with  the  nail-prints  in  it  still,  as  tokens  of 
his  everlasting  love  for  us,  and  there  let 
them  lie  passively,  trustfully.  He  will  lead 
us  all  the  way. 

"  And  art  thou  tossed  on  billows  of  temptation, 
And  wouldst  do  good,  but  evil  still  prevails  ? 
Oh,  think,  amid  the  waves  of  tribulation, 

When  earthly  hope,  when  earthly  refuge  fails,  — 
God  knows  it  all  ! 

11  And  dost  thou  sin  !  thy  deed  of  shame  concealing 
In  some  dark  spot  no  human  eye  can  see, 
Then  walk  in  pride,  without  one  sign  revealing 
The  deep  remorses  that  disquiet  thee  ? 
God  knows  it  all ! 
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"  Dost  thou  look  back  upon  a  life  of  sinning  ? 
Forward,  and  tremble  for  thy  future  lot  ? 
There's  One  who  sees  the  end  from  the  beginning ; 
Thy  tear  of  penitence  is  unforgot. 
God  knows  it  all ! 

"  Then  go  to  God  !    Pour  out  your  heart  before  him, — 
There  is  no  grief  your  Father  cannot  feel, — 
And  let  your  grateful  songs  of  praise  adore  him 
Who  saves,  forgives,  and  every  wound  doth  heal ! 
God  knows  it  all ! ' 


CHAPTER  XL 

TRUSTING   MAN'S   AGENCY  WITH    GOD. 

"Surely  the  wrath  of  7nan  shall  praise  thee;  the 
remainder  of  wrath  shall  thou  restrain."  —  Psalms, 

LXXVI.  10. 

HOW  often  do  we  hear  Christians  ex- 
claim, "If  the  Lord  had  done  it  I 
could  have  borne  it.  Afflictions  sent  by 
him  are  wisely  ordered,  and  intended  for 
my  good ;  but  afflictions  that  come  from 
my  fellow-men  I  cannot  endure  patiently, 
and  I  do  not  know  that  I  am  required  to  do 
so ;  as,  for  instance,  when  the  trials  are 
nonpayment  of  debts,  loss  of  good  name 
by  slander,  angry  threats,  or  other  abuse 
and  injustice." 

When     the     evil-minded     Shimei    threw 
stones    and  cast  dust  upon  David  and  his 
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men,  cursing  the  king  as  he  passed  by,- the 
men  would  have  punished  him,  but  David 
said,  "  Let  him  curse,  for  the  Lord  hath 
bidden  him."  It  gave  no  pleasure  to  the 
Lord  to  have  his  servant  abused ;  nor  to 
have  any  man  curse  another.  David  did 
not  mean  anything  absurd  and  unreason- 
able, but  he  had  the  faith  that  Paul 
possessed  when  he  said,  "All  things  are 
yours,"  and  "All  things  work  together  for 
good."  He  knew  that  with  his  Father  was 
the  title  to  the  wild  "  beasts  of  the  forest " 
and  "  the  cattle  upon  a  thousand  hills,"  the 
"world  and  the  fulness  thereof."  He  was 
sure  that  the  Lord,  wrho  saw  his  affliction, 
permitted  Shimei  to  curse,  otherwise  he 
could  not  do  it.  He  believed  the  Lord 
would  not  suffer  it,  if  it  would  really  injure 
him,  but  that  out  of  it  all  he  would  bring 
good  to  him  in  some  way.  (2  Sam.  xvi.  12.) 
What  occurred  in  after  years  might  seem 
to  indicate   a  revengeful   spirit,  but  exami- 
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nation  of  the  subject,  we  think,  shows  it 
was  care  to  make  his  son's  kingdom  secure. 
We  do  not  always  trust  our  loved  ones 
fully  and  unquestioningly  in  our  Father's 
hands,  even  after  we  have  learned  to  trust 
him  with  our  own  affairs. 

Perhaps  the  case  of  Paul  will  teach  more 
clearly  the  lesson  that  our  loving  Father's 
guiding  hand  is  the  first  cause  moving 
through  all  the  second  causes  of  our  trials. 
Paul  was  suffering  through  the  malice  of 
wicked  men,  shut  up  in  prison,  his  work 
apparently  hindered,  yet  he  never  com- 
plains of  man's  hatred,  or  injuries,  but 
again  and  again  he  writes,  "I,  Paul,  the 
firisone?'  of  the  Lord"  and  the  "prisoner  of 
Jesus  Christ,"  —  never,  the  prisoner  of  man. 

Ah  !  no  wonder  he  could  sing,  with 
prison  walls  about  him  and  feet  made  fast 
in  the  stocks.  He  had  learned  the  secret 
of  a  happy  life.  He  knew  the  Lord's  pris- 
oner was  just  where  the  Lord  would  have 
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him,  and  just  where  he  could  best  perform 
his  Master's  work  ;  just  the  work  he  wished 
of  him,  though  he  did  not  probably  foresee 
the  wonderful  influence  he  was  to  exert 
throughout  all  ages  by  the  use  of  his  pen 
while  in  confinement  at  Rome. 

Bunyan  also  was  one  of  the  Lord's  pris- 
oners, else  the  Pilgrim's  Progress  had 
never   been  written. 

Oh,  if  we  would  but  realize  that  in  these 
apparently  cramped  positions,  which  seem 
so  unfavorable  for  any  work  for  the  Master, 
lie  the  very  indications  of  the  work  he  has 
for  us  to  do  !  Then  could  we  indeed  shout 
for  joy  in  our  innermost  heart  that  we  wrere 
deemed  worthy  to  be  prisoners  of  the  Lord 
in  the  sick-room,  in  the  bank  or  office,  in 
the  nursery  or  the  kitchen ;  prisoners  any- 
where, or  freemen,  rejoicing  still  the  same, 
as   did  Madame  Guyon  in  exile,  when  she 

sang : 

"  Well  pleased  a  prisoner  to  be, 

Because,  my  God,  it  pleases  thee." 
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And  Faber's  grand  old  hymn  is  still  another 
echo  of  Paul's  sublime  faith  : 

"  When  obstacles  and  trials  seem 
Like  prison  walls  to  be, 
I  do  the  little  that  I  can, 
And  leave  the  rest  to  Thee. 

"  111  that  he  blesses  is  our  good, 
And  noblest  good  is  ill ; 
And  all  is  right  that  seems  most  wrong, 
If  it  be  his  sweet  will." 


CHAPTER  XII. 

TRUSTING   IN    LITTLE   THINGS, 

"  The  eyes  of  all  wait  upon  thee;  and  thou  givest 
them  their  meat  in  due  season"  —  Psalms,  cxlv.  15. 

There's  not  a  bird  with  lonely  nest, 
In  pathless  wood  or  mountain  crest, 
Nor  meaner  thing,  which  does  not  share, 
O  God  !  in  thy  paternal  care. 
In  busy  mart  and  crowded  street, 
No  less  than  in  the  still  retreat, 
Thou,  Lord,  art  near,  our  souls  to  bless 
With  all  a  parent's  tenderness  ! 

IDA  GREY  told  her  mother,  the  week 
before  Christmas,  if  she  could  have  a 
large,  handsome  wax  doll,  like  cousin 
Mattie's,  she  would  be  perfectly  happy. 
Christmas  morning,  when  she  awoke,  she 
saw  a  beautiful  face  in  a  little  bed  close 
beside    her    own.     The    eyes  were    closed, 
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and  the  curls  that  were  brushed  back 
from  her  forehead  lay  upon  Ida's  pillow. 
Ida  for  a  moment  almost  fancied  there 
was  a  little  sister  breathing  and  sleeping 
beside  her.  Carefully  she  raised  the  blan- 
kets that  were  spread  over  her,  and  saw 
the  pretty,  ruffled  night-dress.  She  could 
then  let  it  lie  no  longer,  but  lifted  it  from 
the  pillow,  when  the  waxen  lids  opened, 
and  the  blue  eyes  seemed  looking  into  Ida's 
face. 

"  My  own  precious  dolly,"  she  exclaimed, 
hugging  it  close  in  her  arms,  while  she 
climbed  over  the  edge  of  her  crib  and  ran  to 
her  papa  and  mamma's  bed,  saying,  f?Dear 
papa  and  mamma,  I  am  so  happy  —  so 
happy!"  She  nestled  down  between  her 
father  and  mother,  with  her  new  treasure, 
in  a  state  of  unutterable  joy.  When  she 
knelt  at  night  to  say  "  Our  Father,"  and 
R  Now  I  lay  me  down  to  sleep  ;  bless  papa 
and  mamma ;  forgive  my  sins,  and  make 
12 


178  LESSONS   OF    TRUST. 

me  a  good  girl,"  —  then,  from  her  full, 
grateful  heart,  came  the  words,  "O  Lord, 
I  do  thank  thee  for  my  dear  dolly,  and 
beautiful  little  bedstead."  Then  she  lav 
down  in  her  crib.  Her  mamma  bent  over 
her,  and  kissed  her  good-night,  and  said, 
w  Ida,  it  is  right  to  thank  God  for  your 
parents,  your  health,  and  comforts ;  but  I 
don't  know  about  thanking  him  for  your 
playthings." 

The  next  day,  when  Ida  had  offered  her 
prayer,  she  waited  a  moment  before  she 
rose  from  her  knees,  and  said,  K  Dear 
Father,  I  do  want  to  thank  thee  for  my 
beautiful  dolly  and  bedstead,  but  mamma 
says  I  mustn't."  Was  there  ever  a  more 
true  and  heart-felt,  and  therefore  accept- 
able thank-offering  given  to  the  Lord,  who 
made  and  who  owns  the  heavens  and  the 
earth?  Was  not  the  mother  sadly  mistaken 
in  repressing  this  flood-tide  of  love  and 
gratitude   toward   the  Giver  of  every  good 


TRUSTING    IN    LITTLE    THINGS.  1 79 

and  perfect  gift?  When  we  recognize  our 
Father's  hand  in  every  joy  we  feel,  or  pain 
we  bear,  when  wre  believe  every  little  trial 
is  ordered  by  him,  and  trust  him  to  guide 
and  order  in  every  minute  detail  in  the  daily 
routine  of  life,  then  only  do  we  know  any- 
thing of  true  and  abiding  joy  and  peace. 

Ida's  father  was  wealthy,  and  recognized 
the  truth  of  the  words  in  Deut.  viii.  18  : 
"The  Lord  giveth  thee  power  to  get  wTealth." 
He  used  to  thank  God  for  his  riches,  and  ask 
him  for  wisdom  to  use  aright  this  talent,  that 
he  might  be  a  good  steward  of  his  Lord's 
money.  But  his  money  was  not  more  to 
him  than  Ida's  wax  doll  and  toys  were  to 
her ;  both  alike  were  small  things  to  the 
Lord.  Ida's  mother  thought  that  God  was 
so  great,  and  had  so  many  things  to  watch 
over,  that  he  would  not  notice  a  little  girl's 
toys.  We  should  think  so,  too,  if  he  had 
not  taught  us  differently  in  his  Word.  He 
has  said  that  he  counts  even  the  hairs  of  our 
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heads ;  and  if  a  little  bird  dies  and  falls  to 
the  ground,  it  is  not  without  his  notice. 
(Matt.  x.  29.)  He  cares  much  more  for 
us  than  he  does  for  the  birds,  (Luke,  xii. 
6,  7,)  but  he  has  taught  them  to  sing  beauti- 
ful, joyous  notes  that  seem  like  songs  of 
praise ;  and  I  think  no  little  girl  ever  felt 
grateful  for  her  doll,  or  a  boy  for  his  jack- 
knife,  that  God  did  not  give  him  the  grate- 
ful heart,  and  is  as  pleased  to  receive  his 
thanks  as  to  hear  the  praises  of  any  man  or 
woman  for  larger  gifts. 

It  does  not  make  God  appear  any  less 
great  to  know  that  he  sees  every  little  thing, 
but  it  rather  exalts  him  the  more.  He 
seems  more  wonderful  and  powerful  when 
we  know  that  he  can  see  these  myriad 
worlds  and  all  that  they  contain,  and  guide 
each  individual  in  all  the  little  affairs  of 
every  day.  If  his  hand  fashions  creatures 
so  small  that  they  sport  in  a  drop  of  water, 
and  are   invisible  to  the  unaided  sight,  is 
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there  anything  we  have,  anything  we  think, 
or  do,  or  say,  too  small  for  him  to  notice 
and  care  for?  Do  we  not  either  please  or 
grieve  him  in  every  act?  We  believe  it  is 
his  will  and  a  delight  to  him  to  have  every- 
thing that  brings  us  happiness  lead  us  to 
look  up  with  gratitude  to  him  !  Nothing 
pleases  him  more  than  to  see  in  us  joyful, 
trustful,  thankful  hearts.  "Whoso  offereth 
praise  glorifieth  me,  saith  the  Lord." 
(Ps.  1.   23.) 

That  it  is  right  to  go  to  God  with  our 
temporal  wants  is  proved  by  the  petition  in 
the  Lord's  Prayer,  "  Give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread."  That  we  may  trust  our  Fa- 
ther for  the  supply  of  such  wants,  is  proved 
by  the  promise,  "Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom 
of  God,  and  his  righteousness ;  and  all 
these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you  ;  "  "My 
God  shall  supply  all  your  need  ;  "  "  Cast  all 
your  care  upon  him ; "  and  many  other 
similar  texts.     They  prove   that  the   small 
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and  the  great  affairs  of  life  are  alike  the 
subjects  of  God's  care.  "All"  is  a  very 
comprehensive  term,  and  when  God  speaks 
that  word,  surely  nothing  is  forgotten,  left 
out,  or  overlooked. 

That  we  are  also  dependent  upon  God 
for  little  things,  such  as  skill,  taste,  and 
wisdom  in  the  planning  and  arranging  of 
the  useful  or  the  beautiful,  and  in  the  exe- 
cution of  works  of  art,  is  proved,  we  think, 
by  such  portions  of  God's  Word  as  those 
referring  to  Bezaleel.  The  Lord  said,  "I 
have  filled  him  with  the  spirit  of  God,  in 
wisdom,  and  in  understanding,  and  in 
knowledge,  and  in  all  manner  of  workman- 
ship ;  and  in  the  hearts  of  all  that  are  wise- 
hearted  I  have  put  wisdom."  "The  Lord 
hath  called  by  name  Bezaleel,  and  he  hath 
filled  him  with  the  spirit  of  God,  in  wisdom, 
in  understanding,  and  in  knowledge,  and  in 
all  manner  of  workmanship,  and  to  devise 
curious  works,  to  work  in  gold,  and  in  sil- 
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ver,  and  in  brass,  and  in  the  cutting  of 
stones,  to  set  them,  and  in  carving  of  wood, 
to  make  any  manner  of  cunning  work. 
And  he  hath  put  in  his  heart  that  he  may 
teach,  both  he  and  Aholiab ;  them  hath  he 
filled  with  wisdom  of  heart,  to  work  all 
manner  of  work,  of  the  engraver,  and  of  the 
cunning  workman,  and  of  the  embroiderer, 
in  blue  and  in  purple,  in  scarlet  and  in  fine 
linen,  and  of  the  weaver,  even  of  them  that 
do  any  work,  and  of  those  that  devise  cun- 
ning w^ork.  Then  wrought  Bezaleel  and 
Aholiab,  and  every  wise-hearted  man  in 
whose  heart  the  Lord  had  put  wisdom  and 
understanding  to  know  how  to  work  all 
manner  of  work  for  the  service  of  the  sanc- 
tuary." The  wisdom  of  Ezra  is  called  the 
wisdom  of  his  God  (Ezra,  vii.  25),  and  he 
had  this  wisdom  because  he  ff  prepared  his 
heart  to  seek  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  to 
do  it,  and  to  teach  in  Israel."  (Ezra, 
vii.   10.) 
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Those  who  trust  God  for  his  leading  see 
it  in  the  most  minute  details.  How  plainly 
it  is  pointed  out  to  us  in  the  history  of  Mo- 
ses, and  Joseph,  and  David,  in  the  work  of 
Ezra  and  Nehemiah,  in  the  deliverance  of 
Esther  and  Daniel !  It  has  been  said  truly, 
but  sometimes  in  a  spirit  of  derision,  by 
those  who  do  not  believe  in  such  an  expe- 
rience, "if  one  will  look  for  providences  he 
will  be  sure  to  see  them  ; "  and  the  same 
idea  is  sweetly  expressed  in  God's  Word  : 
"Whoso  is  wise  and  will  observe  these 
things,  even  they  shall  understand  the  lov- 
ing-kindness of  the  Lord." 

"  I  travel  through  a  desert  wide, 

Where  many  round  me  blindly  stray  ; 
But  he  vouchsafes  to  be  my  Guide, 
And  will  not  let  me  miss  my  way. 

"  The  wilderness  affords  no  food  ; 
But  God  for  my  support  prepares, 
Provides  me  every  needful  good, 

And  frees  my  soul  from  wants  and  cares. 
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"  With  him  sweet  converse  I  maintain; 
Great  as  he  is,  I  dare  be  free  ; 
I  tell  him  all  my  grief  and  pain, 
And  he  reveals  his  love  to  me. 

"Some  cordial  from  his  Word  he  brings 
Whene'er  my  spirit  faints  ; 
At  once  my  soul  revives  and  sings, 
And  yields  no  more  to  sad  complaints. 


"  If  peace  and  plenty  crown  my  days, 
They  help  me,  Lord,  to  speak  thy  praise  ; 
If  bread  of  sorrows  be  my  food, 
Those  sorrows  work  my  lasting  good." 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

TRUSTING   FOR  ABOUNDING   GRACE. 

"  God  is  able  to  make  all  grace  abound  toward  you  P 

2  Cor.  ix.  8. 
"  And  the  Lord  make  you  to  increase  and  abound  in 
love  one  toward  another P —  i  Thess.  III.  12. 

EXPERIENCE  has  taught  me  that  it  is 
not  enough  that  we  speak  the  truth  to 
a  Sabbath-school  class,  it  must  also  be 
spoken  in  love.  (Eph.  iv.  15.)  Where  there 
is  real  love  for  the  members  of  a  class,  they 
never  fail  to  recognize  it ;  but  any  sem- 
blance of  it  will  not  pass  with  them  for 
genuine  interest.  They  are  quick  to  read 
character,  and  hate  all  pretence.  When  I 
first  entered  the  school  as  teacher,  two  of 
my  charge  were  inclined  to  trifle,  and  my 
patience  was  sorely  tried.     Having  little  ex- 
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perience  with  children,  I  sometimes  allowed 
myself  to  reprove  them  in  a  sarcastic  man- 
ner. I  soon  found  it  only  provoked  laugh- 
ter and  increased  the  feeling  of  dislike  I 
was  beginning  to  experience  toward  the 
offenders.  I  saw  this  course  would  alienate 
their  hearts  from  me,  and  thus  deprive  me 
of  any  influence  over  them.  I  had  not 
looked  to  our  Father,  as  I  should  have 
done,  for  wisdom  ;  but  he  had  graciously 
shown  me  my  need,  and  I  asked  that  I 
might  be  able  to  restrain  the  feelings  that 
gave  rise  to  hasty  words.  I  sought  Divine 
assistance  that  I  might  be  patient  and  faith- 
ful, watchful  and  prayerful,  and  so  love 
them  in  my  heart,  that  if  compelled  to  re- 
prove, it  might  be  done  so  gently,  they 
would  feel  that  love  ruled. 

There  was  an  instantaneous  change.  I 
supposed  it  would  be  necessary  for  me  to 
make  an  effort  to  win  their  affection.  I 
found,  however,  I  had,  in  that,  nothing  to  do 
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with  them,  but  only  with  myself.  When 
failure  had  made  me  humble,  and  prayer  had 
softened  my  spirit,  and  I  went  to  them  wdth 
a  quiet  heart,  resting  in  Jesus,  I  found  my 
peace  undisturbed  by  their  restlessness,  and 
I  seemed  to  have  a  new  power  over  them. 
Where  words  had  failed  before,  a  glance 
now  won  their  attention  (no  doubt  they  saw 
love  in  the  look) ,  and  there  seemed  to  be  a 
softened  manner,  a  gentleness  about  *  them, 
that  awakened  a  still  deeper  tenderness  in 
my  heart  toward  them.  I  saw  in  them  and 
myself  a  most  loving  answer  to  prayer,  the 
fulfilment  of  the  promise :  "  He  will  be 
very  gracious  unto  thee  at  the  voice  of  thy 
cry  :  when  he  shall  hear  it,  he  will  answer 
thee."     (Isaiah,  xxx.  19.) 

The  lesson  my  great  Teacher  then  taught 
me  has  never  been  forgotten ;  and  when,  a 
few  years  later,  I  was  called  to  labor  in  a 
mission  school,  and  found  in  my  class  the 
roughest  and  coarsest  specimens  of  human 
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nature,  the  experience  was  invaluable. 
One  boy  used  tobacco,  and  was  constantly 
spurting  the  fluid  upon  the  floor ;  in  ad- 
dition, he  had  a  most  disagreeable  squint 
that  made  me  very  nervous.  I  thought, 
how  is  it  possible  for  me  to  love  anything 
so  ugly !  In  my  helplessness  I  cried  to 
him  with  whom  all  things  are  possible,  and 
asked  for  love  to  be  wrought  in  my  heart 
for  even  this  grotesque  and,  to  me,  filthy- 
appearing  creature.  All  disgust  was  taken 
from  me,  for  afterwards  I  did  not  seem  to 
notice  the  peculiarities  that  had  been  so 
unpleasant.  Either  I  was  so  absorbed  in 
the  subject  of  the  lesson,  or  in  my  interest 
for  the  undying  souls  about  me,  that  I  never 
knew  whether  he  suddenly  left  off  his  dis- 
agreeable habits,  or  whether  I  only  ceased 
to  notice  them.  Do  not  call  it  a  singular 
or  uncommon  gift,  or  a  very  remarkable 
answer  to  prayer  !  It  is  not  strange  that 
God  should  do  just  what  he  has  promised 
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to  do ;  and  certainly  the  change  in  the  heart 
from  feelings  of  disgust  and  dislike  to  those 
of  love  and  intense  interest  toward  an 
unchanged  object  can  only  be  accounted 
for  by  accepting  it  as  the  work  of  him  who 
has  said,  "  God  is  able  to  make  all  grace 
abound  toward  you;  that  ye,  always  hav- 
ing all  sufficiency  in  all  things,  may  abound 
to  every  good  work."  (2  Cor.  ix.  8.)  The 
"  apt  to  teach "  receive  the  aptness  from 
the  great  Teacher,  (Luke,  xii.  12;  1  Cor. 
ii.  13 ;)  the  good  soldier  his  equipment 
from  the  armory  of  God,  (Eph.  vi.  13  ;) 
and  the  poor  and  naked,  and  wretched  and 
miserable,  their  riches  from  him  that  liveth 
and  was  dead,  and  is  alive  for  evermore, 
(Rev.  i.  18,  iii.  18.) 

u  I  have  no  help  but  thine  ;  nor  do  I  need 
Another  arm  save  thine  to  lean  upon. 
It  is  enough,  my  Lord,  enough  indeed ; 

My  strength  is  in  thy  might  —  thy  might  alone. 
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"  I  have  no  wisdom  save  in  him,  who  is 

My  wisdom  and  my  teacher  both  in  one  ; 
No  wisdom  can  I  lack  while  thou  art  wise, 
No  teaching  do  I  crave  save  thine  alone. 

"  Mine  is  the  sin,  but  thine  the  righteousness  ; 

Mine  is  the  guilt,  but  thine  the  cleansing  blood. 
This  is  my  robe,  my  refuge,  and  my  peace  — 
Thy  blood,  thy  righteousness,  O  Lord  my  God.' 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

TRUSTING   ALL   WITH   JESUS. 

"  Commit  the  keeping  of  your  souls  to  him  in  well- 
doing,  as  unto  a  faithful  Creator"* —  i  Peter,  iv.  19. 

"  T  KNOW  that  God  wants  me  to  be  whol- 
1  ly  his,  that  my  life  should  be  wholly 
consecrated  to  Jesus  ;  but  I  am  unwilling 
to  give  up  all  to  him.  Can  you  tell  me  how 
I  may  become  willing?  " 

These  were  Marion's  words,  although 
she  was  a  professor  of  religion ;  and  in  sad- 
ness I  replied :  'f  And  can  it  be  you  know 
you  ought  to  be  wholly  consecrated  to  Je- 
sus, but  are  not  willing  to  yield  all  to  him? 
Can  it  be  that  Jesus  left  his  home  in  Hea- 
ven, that  home  so  full  of  glory  and  of  joy, 
to  live   thirty-three  years  in  this  world  of 
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sin,  and  become  a  man  of  sorrows,  and  ac- 
quainted with  grief;  to  drain  the  cup  of 
bitterness  ;  to  be  smitten  and  spit  upon  and 
mocked  by  cruel  men  ;  to  suffer  death  for 
you,  and  yet  you  remain  unwilling  to  part 
with  your  little  all  for  him  ?  " 

He  left  Heaven  to  make  it  possible  for  us 
to  enter  there  ;  left  all,  that  we  might  share 
all;  suffered  the  penalty  for  our  sins,  that 
we  need  suffer  none  ;  and  can  there  be  one 
spark  of  love  for  Jesus  in  our  hearts  if 
gratitude  does  not  lead  us  to  say  — 

14  To  Jesus  all  I  give, 

Gift  poor  enough,  I  know  ; 
But  Jesus  died  that  I  might  live, 
To  him  my  all  I  owe  !  " 

Do  we  believe  the  word  of  Jesus,  that  his 
"yoke  is  easy,  and  his  burden  is  light,"  and 
yet  say  we  cannot  feel  willing  to  wear  the 
"easy  yoke,". and  carry  the  "  light  burden" 
of  a   loving  service  for  such  a  precious  Re- 
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deemer  Is  he  not  sorely  grieved  by  any 
hesitation  on  our  part  to  have  his  blessed 
cross  laid  upon  us?  When  he  wept  over 
Jerusalem,  did  he  not  look  forward  through 
the  coming  years,'  even  to  our  own  time, 
and  see  the  multitudes  rejecting  and  con- 
tinuing to  reject  him,  and  also  the  hardness 
of  heart  of  his  own  professed  followers, 
and  their  unwillingness  to  surrender  all, 
even  after  some  knowledge  of  his  love?  I 
do  not  wonder  he  shed  tears  of  anguish,  as 
he  said,  "O  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  thou 
that  killest  the  prophets,  and  stonest  them 
which  are  sent  unto  thee,  how  often  would 
I  have  gathered  thy  children  together,  even 
as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her 
wings,  and  ye  would  not !  "  What  pressing 
invitations  he  has  given  us  to  come  and  be 
at  rest;  what  tender  entreaties  to  cast  all 
our  care  upon  him  and  be  filled  with  peace 
beyond  anything  the  world  can  give ;  what 
loving    promises  of  all  things !     w  Seek  ye 
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first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteous- 
ness, and  all  these  things"  (the  things 
which  we  need)  K  shall  be  added  unto 
you  ;  "  and  if  we  give  up  all  for  Christ's 
sake,  we  are  to  receive  a  hundred-fold  more 
in  this  life,  besides  life  eternal,  (Matt.  vi. 
33;  Mark  x.  30.)  Amaziah  inquired  what 
he  should  do  for  the  hundred  talents  he  had 
given  to  the  cause  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
man  of  God  told  him,  "  The  Lord  is  able  to 
give  thee  much  more  than  this,"  (2  Chron. 
xxv.  9.)  "  He  that  spared  not  his  own  Son, 
but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  how  shall 
he  not  with  him  also  freely  give  us  all 
things?"  (Rom.  viii.  32.)  Truly,  "the 
blessing  of  the  Lord  it  maketh  rich,  and  he 
addeth  no  sorrow  with  it,"  (Prov.  x.  22). 
And  shall  we  turn  coldly  away  from  his 
blessed  words,  and  ask,  "  How  can  I  be- 
come   willing  to  give    up    all?" 

I  once    heard    an  impenitent  person  ask 
the   same  question,  but  it  did  not  seem  so 
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strange,  coming  from  one  who  had  never 
tasted  of  the  love  of  God,  and  knew  noth- 
ing of  the  joys  held  out  to  him.  Is  it  not 
amazing,  after  we  have  learned  by  actual 
experience  that  whenever  we  have  given 
anything  to  God  he  has  more  than  made 
it  up,  that  we  can  fear  to  trust  our  all 
with  him?  To  my  impenitent  friend  I 
said  :  "  If  you  were  perfectly  willing  to  give 
up  the  world,  saw  no  pleasure  in  keeping 
it,  there  would  be  no  cross  in  yielding  it ; 
but  give  it  up,  unwilling  as  you  are,  and 
you  will  find  there  was  nothing  to  give. 
You  think  you  have  a  great  price  to  pay, 
this  giving  all,  but  you  will  find  the  loving 
tenderness  of  Jesus  too  great  to  take  from 
you  anything  you  offer,  that  it  will  add 
to  your  happiness  in  the  least  to  keep."  If 
a  worm  were  offered  a  higher  position  — 
that  of  a  bird,  with  gay  plumage  and  a 
sweet  voice,  and  ability  to  soar  in  the  sun- 
shine and  air,  and  it  should  refuse,  saying, 
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"I  cannot  give  up  what  I  have,  for  I  could 
not  then  crawl  on  this  lovely  earth,"  we 
should  say,  w  Foolish  worm !  your  taste 
would  change  with  your  form,  and  you 
would  then  have  no  desire  to  crawl  on  the 
earth."  So  with  the  new-born  soul,  some 
of  the  old  pleasures  have  lost  their  charm, 
and  that  which  before  conversion  seemed 
small  reward  has  become  glorious  beyond 
description. 

Christians  often  give  up  some  treasure  to 
Jesus,  feeling  it  is  like  martyrdom  to  offer 
it,  and  with  surprise  find  he  hands  it  right 
back,  with  the  words,  "Keep  it,  my  child, 
it  will  not  harm  you,  now  that  you  love  the 
Giver  better  than  the  gift.  I  only  wanted 
you  to  be  willing  to  give  it,  for  you  cannot 
be  happy  with  a  divided  heart."  These 
gifts,  received  back  again,  are  doubly  pre- 
cious, as  fresh  tokens  of  our  Father's  love. 

Thus  God  tried  Abraham  when  he  called 
for  the   sacrifice  of  Isaac.      So   soon   as  he 
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sees  unquestioning  obedience  in  the  heart, 
if  the  sacrifice  is  unnecessary,  he  returns  to 
us  our  Isaac. 

A  young  man,  the  joy  of  his  widowed 
mother's  heart,  was  killed  instantly  in  battle 
during  our  civil  war.  His  watch,  pencil- 
case,  and  other  little  valuables,  sent  home 
to  his  mother,  were  unspeakably  precious 
to  her  as  mementos  of  her  darling  boy. 
After  carefully  treasuring  them  for  many 
months,  she  remembered  the  gold  and  sil- 
ver belonged  to  the  Lord,  and  why  should 
she  keep  them  lying  idly  by  her  side?  She 
gave  what  cost  her  much.  The  souvenirs 
were  prized  as  the  little  all  that  was  left  of 
her  beloved  son.  They  seemed  a  part  of 
himself.  She  sent  them,  without  name  or 
address,  simply  "From  a  widow  —  memen- 
tos of  her  son,"  to  the  American  Board  of 
Missions,  then  convened  in  New  York  city. 
Those  present  were  much  moved  by  the 
gift,  and  one  person  believed  he  knew  the 
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giver.  He  proposed  that  the  articles  should 
be  redeemed,  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the 
mission,  and  returned.  A  large  sum  was 
raised,  much  more  than  their  real  value, 
and  after  inquiries  had  been  made,  and  the 
address  secured,  the  articles  were  returned 
to  this  devoted  Christian  mother,  and  she 
assured  me  they  were  far  more  valuable 
now,  as  she  considered  them  a  double  gift — 
from  her  son  and  from  her  Father  in  heaven. 

"But,"  you  ask,  "can  I  have  this  experi- 
ence of  entire  consecration  now?" 

Certainly,  you  may;  this  very  day  — 
this  hour.  It  rests  entirely  with  you ;  the 
Saviour  would  rejoice  to  do  his  part  any 
moment  when  you  would  receive  his  gifts. 
He  holds  out  his  blessings  with  entreaties  to 
you  to  come  and  take  all  freely,  "without 
money  and  without  price." 

"And  must  I  trust  him  in  the  dark?" 

Emphatically,  yes.  It  is  the  sweetest 
of  all    experiences    to    trust    him    thus.      1 
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would  not,  for  the  world,  have  lost  the  ex- 
perience I  have  had,  after  putting  my  hand 
in  his  to  be  led,  when  I  could  not  see  one 
step  before  me.  Read  in  the  eleventh 
chapter  of  Hebrews,  how  Abraham,  and 
Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  Joseph,  and  Moses 
were  led  thus.  "Seeing  we,  also,  are 
compassed  about  with  so  great  a  cloud  of 
witnesses,  let  us  lay  aside  every  weight, 
and  the  sin  which  doth  so  easily  beset  us, 
and  let  us  run  with  patience  the  race  that  is 
set  before  us,  looking  unto  Jesus,  the  Author 
and  Finisher  of  our  faith,  who,  for  the  joy 
that  was  set  before  him,  endured  the  cross, 
despising  the  shame,  and  is  set  down  at  the 
right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God."  (Heb. 
xii.  I,  2.) 

K  But  must  I  not  grow  better  first,  before 
Jesus  gives  me  his  blessing?" 

No,  never ;  every  moment  you  stay  away 
from  him  adds  to  your  sin.  You  are  re- 
fusing   his    invitations     and    rejecting    his 
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promises.  It  is  for  this  very  reason  that 
you  are  invited  to  come,  that  Jesus  may 
make  you  better ;  and  because  you  cannot 
do  it  yourself,  or  take  one  step  towards  it. 

We  are  not  to  try  to  work  ourselves  up  to 
a  certain  degree  of  feeling  before  we  sur- 
render self,  and  trust  all  to  our  Saviour; 
we  are  simply  to  will  to  do  it.  It  is  in  our 
power  to  do  this  calmly  and  deliberately, 
simply  because  our  judgment  tells  us  that  it 
is  the  right  act,  and  not  because  we  are  im- 
pelled to  any  such  course  by  a  certain 
amount  of  feeling  or  emotion. 

Marion  said :  "  I  have  been  a  Christian 
four  years,  but  I  cannot  keep  a  resolution  to 
be  good.  I  have  tried  and  failed,  until  I 
must  admit  my  utter  helplessness."  She 
had  herself  proved  that  she  could  do  noth- 
ing;  and  I  said:  "You  never  can,  except 
as  you  come  simply  to  Jesus,  saying  in  your 
heart,  fI  have  tried,  and  failed,  and  shall 
only  fail  again  ;  undertake  for  me?     Then 
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rest  all  with  Jesus,  with  full  confidence  that 
he  is  able  and  willing  to  do  all  for  you,  and 
that  he  will  do  it ;  and  you  will  find  what 
wonders  God  can  work  in  poor,  helpless, 
human  hearts.  You  will  find  how  useless 
your  struggles,  and  how  faithful  his  word; 
how  impotent  your  efforts,  how  powerful  his 
work." 

"  The  good  I  have  is  from  God's  store  supplied, 
The  ill  is  only  what  he  deems  the  best ; 

He  for  my  friend,  I'm  rich  with  nought  beside, 
And  poor  without  him,  though  of  all  possessed. 

Changes  may  come  ;  I  take,  or  I  resign  ; 

Content  while  I  am  his,  while  he  is  mine. 

"  Whate'er  may  change,  in  him  no  change  is  seen  — 
A  glorious  sun,  that  wanes  not  nor  declines  ; 
Above  the  clouds  and  storms  he  walks  serene, 

And  sweetly  on  his  people's  darkness  shines. 
All  may  depart ;  I  fret  not,  nor  repine, 
While  I  my  Saviour's  am,  while  he  is  mine. 

"  He  stays  me  falling,  lifts  me  up  when  down : 

Reclaims  me  wandering,  guards  from  every  foe  ; 
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Plants  on  my  worthless  brow  the  victor's  crown, 

Which,  in  return,  before  his  feet  I  throw  ; 
Grieved  that  I  cannot  better  grace  his  shrine, 
Who  deigns  to  own  me  his,  as  he  is  mine. 

11  While  here,  alas  !  I  know  but  half  his  love, 
But  half  discern  him,  and  but  half  adore  ; 

But  when  I  meet  him  in  the  realms  above, 
I  hope  to  love  him  better,  praise  him  more ; 

And  feel,  and  tell,  amid  the  choir  divine 

How  fully  I  am  his,  and  he  is  mine." 
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